
From staff reports

Accused of taping a puppy’s
mouth shut with electrical tape
earlier this month, two Bland
County residents are facing mis-
demeanor animal cruelty charg-
es.

Dec. 16 trial dates have been
set for 37-year-old Diana Kate
Rose and 57-year-old Ronnie
Wayne Watkins, who were ar-
rested on Oct. 7 after an investi-
gation by Chief Deputy Brandon
Anders.

In his criminal complaint, An-
ders said he got a call on Oct. 4
about a puppy that had been
found along East Bluegrass Trail
with its mouth taped shut. The
caller also said a silver Saturn
had been seen vacant in the area
where the dog was discovered.

While going to talk to the call-
er, Anders saw the Saturn travel-
ing west and stopped it.

He said Rose, who said she
didn’t have a license, was driv-
ing, and Watkins was a passen-
ger.

“When asked about the puppy
that had been found with its
mouth taped shut, Ms. Rose ad-
mitted that she had taped the
puppy’s mouth shut to prevent
it from biting her,” Anders wrote.
“…The occupants advised that
the puppy had gotten away from
them while they were having car
issues along East Bluegrass Trail.
They further advised that they
had left the area with the puppy
to retrieve a part for their car.”

Anders said the caller’s brother
who retrieved the puppy said it
had three rounds of tape around
its nose when it was caught.

In addition to being charged
with animal cruelty, Rose was
also charged with driving with-
out a license-second or subse-
quent offense.

Given court-appointed attor-
neys at their arraignments, both
defendants are free while await-
ing trial.

Anders said on Tuesday that
the dog didn’t require veterinary
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Rocky Gap native Lauren Faulkner can’t
pinpoint when or why she became inter-
ested in performing.

“I think it was part of my personality; I
just wanted to entertain people,” she said.
“Growing up, I was always interested in
performing. It was more than an interest;
something took hold of me that I needed
to answer. I needed to be somewhere in
this world where I could expand on it, ei-
ther New York or Los Angeles.”

While in Rocky Gap, Faulkner took dance
and acting lessons in Bluefield, Virginia.
She also performed with the Summit Play-
ers in Bluefield, at the Wohlfahrt Haus Din-
ner Theatre and in Janice Pryor-directed
plays at Wytheville Community College.

After graduating from Rocky Gap High
School in 2011, it was on to Radford Uni-
versity, where she earned degrees in the-
atre and English. After graduation, she was
off to California, where she had a stage car-
pentry internship in Los Angeles.

“It just made sense to call California
home after that,” said Faulkner, daughter
of Roger and Karen Faulkner.

It’s taken her a few years to adjust to life
in the big city.

“Most people who come out here to do
what I’m doing say the first few years, es-
pecially the first three years, you are trying
to find your footing and figure out if you
are doing the right thing. Then, you realize
you’ve built a community of people in all
the time that you’ve been trying to make
something of yourself. Then, it just feels
like home.”

And after five years on the West Coast,
Faulkner, 27, is happy.

“I know the lay of the land and have a
good community,” she said. “I feel more
established because I have some credits
under my belt. So, I can say I really like it
here.”

She calls her job at a modeling agency, a
“survival job.”

“When I’m not working as an actor, I
work for LA Models during the week,” she
said. “Not as a model, as their executive as-
sistant.”

Faulkner has modeled some in the past,
but says it’s not as fulfilling as acting.

“When things like that (modeling assign-
ments) come up and I feel inclined to par-
take, I definitely don’t say no, but acting is
the preferred avenue for me, career wise.”

So far, Faulkner has found work in some
commercials that have run on streaming
services like Amazon Prime and YouTube
– ads for a motorized bike company, a set
of ear pods and for a vacuum similar to
a Roomba. She has appeared in several

short films, and has received several per-
formance awards for her work.

“When you just starting out, you do a
little bit of everything trying to find the av-
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The coronavirus has damp-
ened several holidays so far
this year, and Halloween is no
exception. But the good news
is that Bland County kiddos can
still celebrate with candy and
books at drive-through events
at the library and at the fair-
grounds.

The library will host a drive-
through trick-or-treat event on
Saturday from 5 to 8 p.m., fea-
turing a candy chute to provide
social distanced candy distribu-
tion.

Youngsters and the young
at heart can participate, view
decorations and receive a book

and candy, Cameron Burton,
executive director of the Bland
County Library, said, adding
that all library staff members
participating will be dressed ac-
cording to CDC guidelines.

“It’s fitting because our cos-
tumes and display require it
– but I’m not giving it away, so
you will have to stop by to see
for yourself,” Burton said.

Nearby, at the fairgrounds,
community members have do-
nated candy that will be hand-
ed out in a drive-through, also
from 5 to 8 p.m. Eisle Havens
will pass out the candy to en-
sure minimal contact per Covid
guidelines.

“I am accepting candy dona-
tions from businesses, church-

es and citizens,” she said. “All
candy will be equally divided
between treat bags that have
been donated. We are hoping to
fill 300 to 400 bags.”

Havens said children need
some sort of normalcy this Hal-
loween.

“All camps, Bible School
events, school sports and event
some birthday parties have
been cancelled this year due
to Covid-19,” she said. “When I
had a very cute young man ap-
proach me and ask, “is Hallow-
een and Christmas cancelled
this year, too,’ I knew we had to
do something to let these kids
know that they are not forgot-
ten. We, as adults, are confused
enough by all of this. I cannot

imagine what kids are think-
ing, and what they are going
through, mentally.”

At the fairgrounds, families
are asked to remain in their
vehicles at all times. They will
drive the Halloween decoration
route and up to the Candy Sta-
tion, where each child will re-
ceive a treat bag.

Anyone willing to donate
candy may contact Havens via
Facebook or call 276-613-4626.
Each donor will be added to a
Sponsor Board. A listing will be
posted on Facebook and an ac-
tual sponsor board will be at the
event.

To reach reporter Millie Rothrock, call 276-
228-6611, ext. 35, or email mrothrock@

wythenews.com.
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Rocky Gap native Lauren Faulkner has lived in Los Angeles for five years and is starting to get
steady work as an actress.

Rocky Gap High School graduate films feature-length work in area


