
From staff reports

A Rural Retreat man is fac-
ing breaking and entering, and
larceny charges in two coun-
ties after police investigating
storage unit thefts searched his
trailer earlier this month.

Christopher Dale Arnold, who
turns 26 today, will be arraigned
next week on multiple felony
and misdemeanor counts in
Wythe and Smyth counties.

Officers seized a variety of
items from his 195 Overlook
Drive residence on Feb. 5 while
executing a search warrant.

According to the search war-
rant obtained by Sgt. Bradley
M. Johnson, police first went
to Arnold’s residence in Janu-
ary after a Smyth County man
reported that a banjo that was
stolen from his storage unit last
June had shown up for sale on
Facebook with a Chris Arnold
as the seller.

An officer went to Arnold’s
residence and retrieved the
banjo, which the victim identi-
fied as his.

While at Arnold’s residence,
the officer observed a gold car
that could possibly be linked
to another June 2020 Smyth
County storage unit break-in,
according to the warrant.

“On Jan. 15 a deputy with the
Smyth County Sheriff’s Office
spoke again with the eyewit-
ness showing him pictures of
the Arnold’s car; the eyewitness
identified the car as being the
one he saw at the scene of the
larceny due to two stickers be-
ing in back glass of the car,” the
warrant said.

After searching Arnold’s prop-
erty, officers seized tools, ham-
mocks, fishing poles, camping
chairs, a racing helmet, sleep-
ing bag, jewelry and more, ac-
cording to the search warrant.

Smyth County officers arrest-
ed him on Feb. 5 and charged
him with four counts of break-
ing and entering, two counts of
petit larceny, grand larceny, and
being an accessory to grand lar-
ceny.

On Feb. 10, he was charged
in Wythe County with breaking
and entering and grand larceny
in warrants obtained by Ru-
ral Retreat Police Department
Chief D.L. Breedlove.

According to the warrants,
Arnold is accused of steal-
ing camping equipment from

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

It’s that time again: property
reassessment, which could
work for property owners or
against them come tax time
next year.

Wampler-Eanes Appraisal
Group out of Daleville recently
started the reassessment pro-
cess, which will take until Au-
gust or September, said Wythe
County Commissioner of the
Revenue Kathy Vaught.

The new values will take effect
Jan. 1, 2022. The appraisal ser-
vice will mail out notices con-
cerning the reassessed property
values to property owners later

this year.
The company is reassessing

property in both the county
and towns. Reassessment em-
ployees will visit all areas in
the county, taking photos and
measuring properties. All work
is done outside; employees will
not go into homes, Vaught said.

Each reassessment employee
will be in a vehicle with black
and white magnetic signs
marked “County Reassess-
ment” and carry photo identi-
fication showing the employee
to be an agent working for the
county.

According to the Wampler-
Eanes website, field reviews
are done with the homeowner

if they are at home. Data col-
lected is entered into a mass
appraisal system and the ac-
curacy is validated. Neighbor-
hood sales, land values, yearly
appreciation trends and other
data are analyzed throughout
the process.

Reassessors are currently
working in the Barren Springs/
Max Meadows areas of the
county.

Reassessment is the process
of determining the value of
property for real estate taxes,
which are based on the as-
sessed value of the property
and the real estate tax rates. A
reassessment usually causes an
increase or decrease in a prop-

erty owner’s tax bill.
Virginia law requires counties

to conduct a general reassess-
ment every one to six years. In
Wythe County, there is a reas-
sessment every five years. The
last reassessment was in 2016.

According to Wampler-Eanes,
the most frequent cause of
change in property value is a
change in the market. When
market value changes, so do
the assessed values, the web-
site said. A property’s value can
also change for other reasons,
like additions, remodeling and
damage.

The tax rate on real estate is
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JEFFREY SIMMONS/WYTHEVILLE ENTERPRISE

Yet another winter storm coated the area with snow, sleet and freezing rain on Thursday leading to slushy roadways, school closures and power out-
ages. In spite of the storm’s inconveniences, though, it also transformed the landscape into a glittering, jewel-like visual gem. Here are a few Thursday
and Friday morning shots from around Wytheville.

BY TIM HAYES
Bristol Herald Courier

George Wythe High
School senior Paeton Phil-
lippi is a picture of calm as
she makes her way around
a golf course, calmly
smashing a drive off the
tee, chipping in for birdie
or sinking a putt.

The demeanor changes
when she steps on the bas-
ketball court, however, as
a different side of Phillippi
emerges.

“ Paeton brings tough-
ness, high IQ and inten-
sity to our team,” said GW
coach Doug Campbell.
“From a young age when
watching her, I was very
impressed with how hard
she plays and just her grit
that she brings to each
game. I love that about her
as I’m very intense myself.
I told her one game I think
she has some Campbell
blood in her the way that
she is so intense.”

That intensity will be key
for George Wythe, which
traveled to Honaker on
Friday for the VHSL Class 1
state semifinals.

Phillippi has already
won two state titles as a

of them for the first time in
four years. I’m not easy to
please, but I can honestly

tell her, I’m very proud of
her and she can count that
as the second time.”
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Calm before the storm
Phillippi a multi-sport standout for George Wythe

FILE PHOTOS

Paeton Phillippi has made her mark for the Maroons on the
court and the links.


