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A Georgia man who told local
police he was hauling “party”
drugs to Harrisonburg in 2017
was convicted of three felonies
on Wednesday that could keep
him locked up for the next 51
years.

Following a Wythe County
Circuit Court jury trial, Anton
Adon Tucker, 43, was found
guilty of possessing metham-
phetamine with the intent to
distribute, transporting meth
into Virginia and possessing
marijuana with the intent to
distribute.

Jurors recommended a 51-
year prison sentence and
$100,000 fine, but Tucker won’t
officially be sentenced until
Nov. 7. Judges, though, typically
follow jury’s suggested punish-
ments.

According to Common-
wealth’s Attorney Mike Jones
and court records, Tucker was
driving a 2006 Honda Civic on
Interstate 77 on April 5, 2017,
when a Virginia State Police
trooper stopped him for having
objects dangling from his rear-
view mirror, an infraction in the
commonwealth.

Police searched the car and
reported finding marijuana,
meth, ecstasy and cocaine, ac-
cording to a police report.

In a statement given to police
and entered into evidence at
trial, Tucker said he was “taking
drugs around Harrisonburg to
sell them because they’re party
drugs.” “…This is his first trip
going out of the state of Geor-
gia. But he does deliver in the
state of Georgia a lot.”

Following Tucker’s convic-
tion, Jones introduced evidence
that Tucker had three prior drug
convictions in Georgia along
with a conviction for theft by
receiving stolen property.

After his arrest and while
awaiting trial, Tucker was eval-
uated at his attorney’s request
and found competent to stand
trial. He later changed attor-
neys and filed some of his own
hand-written motions to the
court.

His sentencing was delayed
on Wednesday to give the pro-
bation office time to prepare a
detailed report about his past,
which a judge can consider
when deciding Tucker’s pun-
ishment.

From staff reports

A man with a lengthy criminal record,
carrying a large hunting knife and a pint
of rum was arrested at the entrance of the
Wythe County Sheriff’s Office Friday morn-
ing.

A security officer in the Wythe County
General District Courthouse, located above
the sheriff’s office, looked out a window
and saw Guy Coble, 31, walking toward the
entrance, police said. She called 911 and
officers sprang into action, locking down
General District Court, Wythe County Cir-
cuit Court and the sheriff’s office. Officers
also blocked off Fourth Street, which runs
by the entrance, Wythe County Sheriff
Keith Dunagan said.

Officers from the sheriff’s office and Wy-
theville Police Department responded to
the emergency call.

Wythe County First Sgt. Stacy Dixon and
Maj. Anthony Cline distracted Coble, al-

lowing Wytheville Police Officer Brandon
Smith time to hit Coble in the side leg and
arm with a Taser, bring-
ing him to the ground so
officers could arrest him.

Cline said Coble was
intoxicated and “came
to make entry into the
sheriff’s office.”

Coble was unable to
complete a bond hear-
ing Friday, so one will be
held later, officials said.

He is facing charges
of obstruction of justice, disorderly con-
duct, assault and battery of Cline, assault
and battery of Dixon, assault and battery
of Officer Jeff Hall and assault and battery
against Investigator Chris Terry.

He was taken to the New River Valley Re-
gional Jail.

In June, Coble was given a 12-month jail
sentence after being convicted of a June 27,

2018, misdemeanor destruction of prop-
erty charge, according to court records. A
felony extortion charge against him was
dropped.

He’s also set to appear in General District
Court on Monday related to an allegation
that he failed to pay restitution stemming
from another misdemeanor destruction
of property charge, according to court re-
cords.

Coble also has previous convictions for
assault, obstructing justice, trespassing,
public intoxication and reckless driving,
court records show.

In May 2017, he was shot in the chest dur-
ing a domestic disturbance at his father’s
home on Pine Ridge Road. T

wo months later, he was charged with
disorderly conduct after police responded
to a disturbance at the Fastenal shop at 500
Peppers Ferry Road.

Officers found Coble in a verbal confron-
tation with two people, according to police.

From staff reports

All aboard!
The railway phrase ushering

passengers on board a depart-
ing train will soon be heard
again at the New River Trail
State Park.

Beginning Sept. 11, the park
will kick off its summer Train
Tour. Passengers will board the
train at the depot at Foster Falls
and take the scenic all-day trip
to the Cliffview Ranger Station
in Galax.

Park interpreters will guide
the tours, which parallel the

New River, teaching about ar-
eas of interest. Once the tour is
over, shuttles will be available
to take passengers back to their
vehicles.

Park staff built the train to
consist of an engine, six passen-
ger cars, a coal car and caboose
to travel the New River Trail.

The train rides are a throw-
back to the area’s former rail-
way days. During the first half
of the 20th century, passenger
trains regularly passed through
the area. The Norfolk & West-
ern Railway originally intend-
ed to use the corridor to haul

freight—particularly iron ore—
to its main line in Pulaski, ac-
cording to the Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy website. N&W
planned the line to stretch into
North Carolina, but the railway
only made it as far as Galax.

The railway remained in oper-
ation hauling freight for around
a hundred years, surviving into
the Norfolk Southern era after
N&W merged with the South-
ern railway in the early 1980s,
according to Rails-to-Trails.

In 1986, Norfolk Southern do-
nated the railway right-of-way
to the state and in 1987, the

New River Trail State Park was
established.

The last passenger train to
pass through the area did so in
1955.

“Once again this opportunity
will be made possible,” said
Chief Ranger Kevin Kiger.

Following the train tour, visi-
tors are encouraged to check
out the rest of the park, which
offers opportunities for horse-
back riding, canoeing, biking
and fishing, among others.

Train tour passengers are en-
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Police: Suspect had knife, liquor
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Officers block off part of Fourth Street on Friday morning after arresting a suspect with a knife near the Sheriff’s Office.


