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The Warriors’
baseball team has
clenched a spot in
the state tourney,
while the Panthers
have done the same
in softball. Learn
more on B1 and B2.

Viewpoints
Columnist Margaret
Linford shares some
of the stories behind
Smyth County’s
smaller communi-
ties. Read more on
page A4.
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BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

Family, friends and communi-
ty members will come together
at Riverbend Park in Marion this
Saturday to pray for the recov-
ery of 12-year-old Kiara “Kiki”
Tirado.

Though Kiara has made im-

provements since she was first
airlifted to Johnson City Medical
Center Monday evening after
being struck by a car while rid-
ing her bike in Marion, she re-
mains on life support. Her fam-
ily is asking for the continued
prayers and support from the
community.

“Thoughts, prayers, whatever

goodwill you can send, no mat-
ter what your religion is, no mat-
ter what you believe in,” said Ki-
ara’s father, Robert Tirado.

Tirado described his daughter
as an active kid with a heart of
gold.

“She’s just an innocent
12-year-old girl. She’d do any-
thing for anybody,” he said.
“Anybody that’s ever met her
knows her soul, what kind of

Staff Reports

The dig is under way again
this summer to discover more
about the ancient history of Salt-
ville and the creatures that once
roamed the valley.

Members of the East Tennes-
see State University paleontol-
ogy department, who have been
coming to Saltville for 15 years,
are back at the dig site along the
Helen Barbrow Trail. They will be
sharing information about their
work at two public talks this
month.

On Thursday, June 6, ETSU
paleontologist Nick Brand will
talk about fossil animals that are
found in Saltville, and how scien-
tists use geology of the region to
understand past environments.
His talk is titled “Geology and
Fossils of the Saltville Valley.”

At the same event, ETSU pa-
leontologist Emily Simpson will
explore the link between Pleis-
tocene megafauna found in the
Saltville valley and the regional
formation of a unique, highland
floral community, the grassy
bald. Her talk is called “Move-
ment and Diet of Large Herbi-
vores from Saltville, Virginia.”
Her research examines chemical
signatures in the teeth of her-
bivores to understand diet and
mobility patterns and ask the
question, “Were Saltville mega-
fauna responsible for the forma-
tion of grassy balds?”

On Thursday, June 13, Chris
Widga, PhD, head curator of the
Natural History Museum and
instructor in geosciences, and
Blaine Schubert, PhD, director of
the Center for Excellence in Pale-
ontology at ETSU and director of
the Gray Fossil Site, will present
a program on “Current Paleon-
tological Research in the Saltville
Valley.”

ETSU has partnered with the
town of Saltville and the Muse-
um of the Middle Appalachians
since 2004 to investigate the Ice
Age paleontology of the Saltville
valley. Saltville fossils are an ac-
tive part of paleontological re-
search and are helping to train
the next generation of paleon-
tologists.

According to information from
ETSU, “The fossil site in Saltville
– a town so named for its salt
deposits – has been known for
its paleontological significance
since the days of Thomas Jeffer-
son, who wrote about bones dis-
covered there. In 1917, the first
scientific publication on Saltville
occurred following a large col-
lapse in the valley well fields at
Well 69. This collapse, according
to Schubert, exposed a number
of fossil bones and prompted a
visit from a Carnegie Museum
scientist, who followed up with

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

“There is no better way to get
in the mood for summer than a
visit to the park.”

So said a flyer for an open
house at Hungry Mother State
Park held five years ago to wel-
come then new manager, Nate
Clark.

This month, Clark will say
farewell to Hungry Mother as
he embarks on a new position
as manager at Pocahontas State
Park in Chesterfield County. It is
a promotion for him and an op-
portunity for his family.

“Pocahontas is the largest and,
arguably, the busiest park in the
state,” Clark said. “For my family
and career, this is a good oppor-
tunity.”

Clark said there are 38 parks
in the Virginia system and em-
ployees are encouraged to move
around.

“It helps to round out folks,”
he said. “They put you where
they wanted you in the old days.
Not so much anymore, but they
encourage moving around. They
asked me if I was interested and
thought I’d be a good fit.”

There are mixed emotions
about leaving, though. Clark
said his family will miss the
friends and opportunities they
have had in Marion but are ex-
cited about new opportunities,
especially for his and wife Ja-
mie’s two sons who are poised to
enter high school, one this com-
ing year and the other two years
later. He said he would be re-
luctant to move them once they
had started high school.

“It’s a move that’s full of mixed
emotions,” he said. “I’ve really
enjoyed the five years that I’ve

spent in Marion and Hungry
Mother and am grateful for the
support that the community,
partners and all of you have
shown me.”

“When I moved my family
here five years ago the commu-
nity and all of you were extreme-
ly welcoming and supportive.
For that I will always be grateful.
Hungry Mother is an incredible
place and the ownership that
the community shows the park
is unmatched in our agency
of 38 parks. Over the years I’ve
heard so many stories of how
the park has been involved with
people’s lives, it’s pretty amazing
stuff.”

Growing up in Harrisonburg,
Clark said he always loved the
outdoors. One year he spent five
months working at Yellowstone
National Park. The year after he
graduated high school he spent
the summer driving around
the country visiting such sites
as Mount Rushmore and the
Hoover Dam. He said his sons,
Brady and Ryan, have been for-
tunate to spend their whole lives
in parks. They enjoy outdoor ac-

ETSU
diggers at
work in
Saltville
Digs and talks reveal
town’s ancient history
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Kiara “Kiki” Tirado

Community to gather for vigil
12-year-old Smyth County girl remains on life
support following bike crash in Marion

See VIGIL, Page A2

MIXED EMOTIONS

tivities and recreation.
Pocahontas and the surround-

ing area will offer more and dif-
ferent opportunities for them,
Clark said. There are several
lakes in the park for boating and
fishing. There’s no beach like at
Hungry Mother but a pool for
swimming that is popular.

This will be the fourth park
Clark has worked in. The man-
ager there has been promoted
to district manager and will be

Clark’s boss.
“I know you all will continue

to support the park that you
love, the park that is home, and
I know that you’ll show the next
manager the same welcome and
support that you showed me,”
Clark said. “We’ve done some
amazing things for the park and
community in the recent years
and more improvements and
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The Smyth County Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-cutting May 18 for the opening of the Parker Red Fox Discovery Area at Hungry Mother State
Park. Afterward, children and families were given a tour of the site.

Clark bids farewell to Hungry Mother

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Nate Clark, manager of Hungry Mother State Park, poses with Ranger
Redfox at the grand opening of the Parker Red Fox Discovery Area. This site
is one of Clark’s legacies as he prepares to bid farewell to Hungry Mother.

“Hungry Mother is an
incredible place and the
ownership that the com-
munity shows the park is
unmatched in our agency
of 38 parks. Over the years
I’ve heard so many stories
of how the park has been
involved with people’s
lives, it’s pretty amazing
stuff.”
Nate Clark,
Hungry Mother State Park

Manager

See CLARK, Page A3See DIG, Page A3


