
BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

A tractor-trailer hauling glycol-
ic acid, a corrosive acid used in
skin care products and cleaning
solutions, jackknifed on Inter-
state 77 southbound just outside
the East River Mountain Tunnel
in Bland County Wednesday af-
ternoon, spilling its hazardous
contents and bringing traffic to a
standstill for several hours.

According to the Virginia State
Police, the single-vehicle acci-
dent occurred about 2:40 p.m.
The truck was traveling south-
bound when it ran off the left
side of the highway, struck the
guardrail and overturned across
the roadway, taking out about
200 feet of guardrail. The driver,
Benjamin Mellerson, 57 of Man-
ning, South Carolina, was treated
for minor injuries, but the trailer
was damaged and leaked its
liquid contents. Mellerson was
charged with failure to maintain
control of the vehicle.

Traffic in both directions was
closed so emergency crews
could clean up the acid. Vehicles
were diverted from the interstate
to Route 52 between mile mark-
ers 62 and 66. Officials with the
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation coordinated with their
peers in West Virginia to detour
traffic at Exit 9 in Princeton, West
Virginia, onto Route 460.

One northbound lane re-
opened about 9:45 p.m. Wednes-
day; a southbound lane re-
opened about 1 a.m. Thursday,
according to VDOT. Traffic was
back to normal by Thursday af-
ternoon.

Rocky Gap Fire Chief Dino Wil-
lis said that when he arrived on
the scene there was a small fire
that was confined to the truck’s
engine compartment.

Glycolic acid is used in facial
products because it is small in
structure, allowing it to pen-
etrate the skin. It is often used
to exfoliate skin and in chemical
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From staff reports

Randy Johnson claimed victory in a
three-way race for the Board of Supervi-
sors, according to unofficial results from
the Virginia Department of Elections.

Johnson’s 278 votes (63 percent) bested
Duane DeHart and Tom Blankenship Jr.
DeHart earned 91 votes or 21 percent for a
second-place finish. Blankenship received
72 votes (16 percent).

“I would like to thank the voters in Dis-
trict 3 who have supported me the past
eight years. I was honored and humbled
to carry both precincts. I will continue to
listen to concerns and make decisions for
all citizens in Bland County,” Johnson said.
“The Board will continue to work on indus-
try and Interstate economic development.
We will also continue to work on broad-
band expansion throughout the county.”

Adam Kidd was unopposed in his bid
for re-election to the Board of Supervisors.
Kidd earned 414 votes.

Philip Jordan Buttery was unopposed in
seeking a spot on the School Board. Buttery
received 411 votes. Duane Bailey, running

unopposed, won re-election to the School
Board with 367 votes.

Incumbent Republican Sen. Ben Cha-
fin easily bested independent challenger
George McCall on Tuesday, taking more
than 60% of the vote. In Bland, Chafin
grabbed 64% of the vote, garnering 1,217.
McCall received 622 votes.

Will Morefield, a Republican, was un-
opposed in his bid for re-election to the
House of Delegates. Morefield received
1,604 votes in Bland.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Patrick White,
running unopposed, was returned to office
with 1,547 votes.

Sheriff Jason Ramsey was also unop-
posed. Ramsey secured his sheriff’s spot
with 1,413 votes or 79 percent of the votes.
Write-in challenger Matt Wilburn received
326 of the 375 write-in votes for sheriff.

Cindy Wright won re-election to the com-
missioner of revenue post with 1,714 votes.
Also unopposed John Goins received 1,727
votes to win re-election as treasurer.

Gary Johnson and Laymond Barger were
elected to the Soil and Water Conservation
Director Big Walker District.

State races

Even as national parties kept an eye – and
poured money into – Virginia’s elections,
there were a staggering number of seats lo-
cally and statewide unopposed.

Eleven Senate seats were unopposed, all
but one occupied by Democrats. Republi-
cans hold a narrow 20-19 edge in the Sen-
ate and a 51-48 advantage in the House.

The Election Day ballots weren’t any
more crowded in the House, though. Of the
100 seats up for grabs, 31 featured candi-
dates running unopposed. Again, most of
those benefitting from the uncontested
races were Democrats.

Terry Kilgore, Will Morefield, Israel
O’Quinn, Charles Poindexter, Christopher
Head, Terry Austin and Jay Leftwich Jr.
were the lone Republicans without opposi-
tion. Most of those running unopposed are
from the southwestern portion of the state.
Leftwich is the only one from outside the
broader region, representing Chesapeake
City.

For the first time since 1993, Democrats
are in control of Virginia’s General Assem-
bly and governor’s office.
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Folks enjoy a sunny Saturday afternoon in Rocky Gap on Saturday for the annual holiday parade. See
more photos on B1.


