
Court Celebration
Drug court honors
community volunteers,
agencies.
See Page A2.
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Dear Reader,
We are proud to be the primary source of

news in each community we serve. We ap-
preciate very much your continued support
of our efforts to provide local news about
your community.

The Clinch Valley News is the oldest of our
newspapers in Southwest Virginia – actually
one of the oldest in the entire company. The
newspaper was first published in 1847 in the
town of Jeffersonville, which today is known
as Tazewell.

The Richlands News-Press is a much new-
er publication, established in 1966. It is the
youngest of our group’s newspapers.

Over the years we’ve seen and experienced
many changes, in the region and in Tazewell
and Richlands in particular.

The changes in the economy have impact-
ed our region significantly. It has dramatical-
ly impacted our communities. In the coming
years, we likely will see and experience many
more changes.

Some things don’t change however, includ-
ing the incredible community support for our
schools and in particular their athletic pro-
grams. Community pride is often centered
around our sports teams. This has been one
constant variable and will continue to be as
we move into the future. I don’t know about
you, but I still have newspaper clippings of
stories about basketball teams I played on in
junior high and in high school. My mother
saved these for me. I remember seeing them
taped to the front of our refrigerator when I
was growing up. I did the same for my daugh-
ter when she attended high school.

Our role as a newspaper is unique. We are
often times a recorder of history in the com-
munities we serve, we provide news cover-
age for issues that quite frankly, keep people
awake at night – like crime, taxes, govern-
ment and education. We record everything
from births to deaths, celebrations and re-
membrances.

We also see ourselves as a business, making
decisions that will help maintain our viability
and ability to do the things you’ve come to
expect us to do, and more.

Beginning next week you will see a change
in your newspaper. Starting next week you
will see the Clinch Valley Times & Richlands
News Press at the top of page one. Both
newspapers have contained mostly the same
stories for many, many years, with only a few
pages (an average of four) each week that are
different, pertaining to the specific commu-
nity being delivered to.

We have decided to combine both newspa-
pers into one, honoring the flags and names
of both newspapers recognizing both com-
munities, and adding content for both com-
munities to read. In addition, we have added
resources, human resources to help present
information ahead of time, rather than report
on what has happened already. We will bring
you more feature stories about people, who
might be members of your family, friends,
neighbors, or folks you attend church with.

Thank you for your continued readership.
It is a privilege for us to be able to continue
the legacy of reporting on events and hap-
penings and to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of our businesses, residents and our
student athletes.

Along with our editors, I welcome your
input, feedback and story ideas. We want
to continue the legacy of being your news
source.

Sincerely,

Jim Maxwell
Regional Publisher
jmaxwell@bristolnews.com
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Changes
coming
to paper
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Scott McCormack told a
May 23 class at Richlands
Police Department that a
person can bleed to death in
two to five minutes.

He further told those gath-
ered to learn about how to
stop bleeding that the aver-
age EMS response time is
seven to 10 minutes.

Clinch Valley Health and
Richlands Fire and Rescue
sponsored the free classes,
which gave the public the
chance to practice simple
techniques that can save

lives.
McCormack and Whitney

Newberry, a nurse in Clinch
Valley Health’s emergency
room, served as instruc-
tors for the course. The two
stressed the importance of
calling 911 as the first step to
dealing with a crisis.

“Get help on the way and
then do what you can until
they get there,” McCormack
said.

He said several lives were
saved during the Boston
Marathon bombing because
first responders who had
just gotten off duty were at
the finish line and grabbed

T-shirts from a nearby store
to use as tourniquets on the
victims.

McCormack and Newberry
guided the group through
the ABC’s of bleeding, in-
cluding how to identify life-
threatening bleeding and
ways to stop bleeding.

Assisted by Chris Ward and
Josh Salyers, the instructors
showed the class how to stop
blood with direct pressure,
by packing it and by using a
tourniquet.

They stressed that once
pressure is applied it can’t
be stopped until someone
comes to relieve you.

“You are going to want to
take a peek and see if the
bleeding stopped,” New-
berry said. “Don’t do it it
can cause bleeding to start
again.”

While most direct pressure
is applied with hands, the
instructors said a knee can
be used. In fact, a knee often
makes it easier to maintain
pressure. With the manne-
quin on a level surface in-
structors demonstrated how
much easier it is to maintain
direct pressure for minutes
with a knee on the gauze

Staff reports

A Bluefield man facing a first-degree
murder charge in the 2017 shooting
death of a Graham High School student
will serve a 15-year prison term after
pleading guilty to second-degree mur-
der and use of a firearm in commission
of a felony.

Calvin Dawayne Powers, 28, was
charged in the January 2017 shooting
death of 16-year-old Tyler Buchanan at
Crescent View Apartments in Bluefield,

Virginia.
Originally, Powers was indicted on

first-degree murder, use of a firearm in
the commission of a felony, maliciously
discharging a firearm within an oc-
cupied dwelling, child endangerment,
branding a firearm and removing or al-
tering a serial number on a firearm.

According to court documents, Pow-
ers said that he and Buchanan were
playing Russian roulette. According to
investigators, Buchanan told Powers

that he didn’t want to play the game.
Investigators, though, said that Pow-
ers put one bullet in the gun, spun the
cylinder and put it his head, pulling the
trigger. When the gun failed to go off,
he spun the cylinder again and put the
gun to the side of Buchanan’s head and
pulled the trigger. The gun fired, which
ultimately caused the death of Buchan-
an.

Buchanan died a day later in a Roa-
noke hospital.

Man sentenced in shooting death
Bluefield man nets 15-year term after Russian roulette slaying

First Aid Training

JIM TALBERT

Chris Ward shows Police Chief J.W. Gilbert and Ginger Branton how to pack off a wound and stop bleeding.

Class teaches ways to halt bleeding
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Tazewell County residents will get
their chance to discuss the budget on
June 4.

The Board of Supervisors had planned
a public hearing on the budget during
its regular meeting. There are no pro-
posed tax or rate increases for the new
fiscal year. The real estate levy is at 58
cents per $100 of assessed value. The
mobile home levy is the same.

The personal property tax rate is $2
per $100 of assessed value and the ma-
chinery and tools levy is also $2 per

$100 of assessed value. The county also
has a merchants’ capital tax of $3.80 per
$100 and the motor vehicle license – or
decal fee – is $20 per vehicle.

The general fund is projected to have
a beginning balance of $1,010,000 and
revenue of $52,022,061. The county
lists expenditures of $52,007,505 and
an ending balance of $1,024,556. The
budget also includes capital project
funds of $4,057,759 and expenditures
of $4,490,051.

Among the capital projects consid-
ered is $400,000 for new HVAC at the
courthouse, $230,000 for construction
of a new EMS station and $150,000 for
new vehicles for the sheriff’s office.

The budget also contains the school

If you go
What: Tazewell County Board of

Supervisors meeting.
Where: Conference room of the

County Administration Building 197 East
Main Street Tazewell.

When: June 4 meeting convenes at 4
p.m. The Radon hearing is at 6:45 p.m.,
and the budget hearing at 7 p.m.

Budget, radon hearings slated for June 4
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