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Tazewell, Graham

swimmers get

in the pool

JEEP JOYRIDE

BY JIM TALBERT
News & Press

Tazewell, Va. – It is time to roll
up our sleeves and battle the
coronavirus.

Alicia Bales, administrator at
Carilion Tazewell Community
Hospital, said on Jan. 7 that 61
of the hospital’s 120 employees
have received the first round
of vaccine voluntarily. The first
doses of the vaccine arrived at
the hospital on Dec. 17.

Bales is hopeful the hospital
will be ready to offer the vaccine
to the general public in early
spring.

Hannah Curtis, in media rela-

tions at Carilion, said the Roa-
noke-based health system had
given more than 6,000 doses
throughout the organization. In
addition to their own employees
Carilion facilities are offering
the vaccines to emergency ser-
vice workers, police officer s and
others on the front line.

Bales said Tazewell Commu-
nity Hospital workers have given
56 doses of the vaccine to EMS

workers.
Tazewell Police Chief Dave

Mills said he was not requiring
his officers to take the vaccine
but 12, including himself and
administrative assistant Flora
Sinkford, had done so.

Bales said the vaccine is the
light at the end of the tunnel in
the fight against a virus that has
claimed 24 lives in the county
and sent nearly 100 people to
the hospital. Curtis said Caril-
ion is working with the Virginia
Department of Health to admin-
ister the vaccine and will begin
offering it to people 80 and over

Hospital begins vaccinations

School
workers
to get
vaccine

BY JIM TALBERT
The News & Press

Getting away from the
coronavirus, a group of
Jeep riders hit the snowy
trail on Jan. 9.

Country Roads Jeep
Club, based in Mercer
County, West Virginia,
but with members from
around the area, gathered
at the Back of the Dragon
Center for a ride through
Burke’s Garden, coming
out on the backside be-
fore venturing on to Ce-
res.

The group of riders trav-
eled into Burke’s Garden
to support Mattie’s Place
– a general store and bike
rental shop.

Jamie Dillion, director of
marketing for the Back of
the Dragon Center, made
arrangements for the Jeep
drivers to stop for dough-
nuts and coffee.

After leaving Burke’s

Garden, the group trav-
eled through Ceres and
Roaring Fork, ultimately
returning by the Back of
the Dragon for a lunch at
the center.

“It was a perfect day
with these folks,” Dillion
said. “I have worked with
them for about a month
mapping this route.”

A total of 35 people rid-

ing 17 Jeeps showed up
for the event. The group
socially distanced and
wore masks when outside
their vehicles. The group
intended to shop at a

small Ceres business, but
it was closed with they ar-
rived. Club member Rick
Rose described the ride
as an awesome day and a
great ride.
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Natashia Davis gets the initial dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Half of employees get first round doses Jan. 7

There’s More

Nurse talks about her decision
to take the COVID-19 vaccine.
See Page A2
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Old and new methods of transportation were side-by-side on Jan. 9.
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Seventeen Jeeps line up on the road to begin a snowy ride from the Back of the Dragon Center and other points on Jan. 9

Jeep club tours region in snow

BY JIM TALBERT
The News & Press

Tazewell, Va. – Within
hours of being told the
vaccine was available,
Tazewell County had 674
people registered for the
coronavirus vaccine.

School Nurse Lisa Single-
ton told the School Board
at its Jan. 11 meeting that
those vaccines will be
given on Jan. 14-15 at Nu-
ckolls Hall at the Tazewell
County Fairgrounds. She
said the health depart-
ment scheduled the event
but would not get to all
employees this week.

Superintendent Dr. Chris
Stacy told the board the re-
mainder of the employees
would be scheduled Jan.
21-22 at the fairgrounds.
He said remote learning
would be utilized again for
those days.

The board also addressed
issues with policies cov-
ering notifications when
employees or students
test positive. Stacy said the
board’s attorney had ad-
vised him what the school
system is currently doing is
adequate.

The school system cur-
rently advises the health
department of positive
cases and supplies them
with seating charts for
classrooms, cafeteria, bus-
es and other places where
students and employees

See SCHOOL, Page B3


