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igh school graduation is a big deal, a special day when
graduates are thrust into the world with pomp and cir-
cumstance. Like most students, recent Bland County High
School graduate Oak Bradshaw mailed out invitations to

friends and family, asking them to join him May 25 to celebrate.
When he came to the end of his mailing list, Bradshaw saw he had

an invitation left over. To whom can I send this one, he wondered.
Why, to the President of the United States, of course.
“He’s a billionaire, so I figured he’d give good graduation gifts,”

Bradshaw joked.
So, he looked up the White House address, mailed the invitation

to President Donald Trump and didn’t give it a second thought.
That is, until last month when he opened his mailbox to find a

letter from the White House.
“I was confused at first and thought, what’s happening,” he said.

“When I opened it, I realized I had forgotten about it. Then, I made
a joke - are they calling me to be president already?”

The note on White House stationery from Trump and First Lady
Melania Trump read:

We are pleased to join with your family and friends in congratu-
lating you on your graduation.

We hope this milestone fills your heart not only with pride but
with a sense of responsibility. As you and graduates across America
grow into future leaders, our nation will increasingly rely on you to
preserve the blessings of liberty and the American way of life.

From staff reports

A Bland County man on proba-
tion for possessing a firearm af-
ter a felony conviction and with
a history of stealing them is in
jail again after being accused of
taking another gun from a local
residence.

Bobby Dean
Bradshaw Jr.,
43, of Bland
was arrested
on July 27 and
charged with
stealing a fire-
arm, burglary,
entering a ve-
hicle with the
intent to com-
mit a crime and
being a felon with a firearm.

According to Sheriff Jason
Ramsey and court records,
Bradshaw is accused of taking
a gun from Mitch Looney’s Wil-
derness Road residence on July
21. Ramsey said Bradshaw also
started to steal a Chevrolet S10
pickup truck but didn’t.

Arraigned on July 31 and giv-
en a court-appointed attorney,
Bradshaw is being held without
bond in the New River Valley
Regional Jail while awaiting his
Sept. 25 preliminary hearing.

Convicted in 2014 of being a
felon in possession of a firearm,
Bradshaw was sentenced to
serve three years and six months
in prison.

Released on March 5, Brad-
shaw began two years of super-
vised probation.

A probation officer, though, re-
cently asked that he be arrested
on a probation violation charge
after he tested positive twice for
methamphetamine use, accord-
ing to court documents.

Listed as disabled in court re-
cords, Bradshaw has prior con-
victions for violating his proba-
tion along with convictions for
firearm larceny, and breaking
and entering.

Ramsey said Bradshaw is also
facing charges in Mercer County,
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Bland County Homeroom
Parents are making sure local
students have one last hur-
rah before school starts Aug.
15. The group of parents with
elementary school children is
hosting a Back-to-School Bash
on Aug. 13 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Bland County Fairgrounds.
The party is for students of all
ages and adults; admission is
$3.

There will be games and food

and emergency vehicles to in-
vestigate. The fire department
will do a show-and-tell, along
with the rescue squad. The
Bland County Sheriff’s Office
will offer the Ident-a-Kid child
identification program for free.

“I tried to get Smokey the
Bear, but he couldn’t come that
day,” said group treasurer Van-
essa Boyer.

Games will include catch-
a-ball, duck pond, bottle ring
toss and a disc drop similar to
Plinko. There will also be 50/50
Bingo for $1 a game. Prizes will

include school supplies.
Concessions will also be for

sale: nachos with cheese and
pizza.

The bash is being held on the
same day as meet-your-teacher
day for the Bland County Public
Schools, always a busy time.

“So, for those who have to
work late and are already run-
ning around, struggling, they
can just come and eat dinner
with us,” Boyer said.

Bash volunteers are expecting
a couple of hundred people to
attend, Boyer said.

“The kids can have one last
fun thing before summer is of-
ficially done and over with,” she
added.

Bland County Homeroom
Parents is a nonprofit organi-
zation that raises money and
helps at the elementary school.
The group pays for awards day,
the Christmas Shop in Decem-
ber where students can buy gifts
for family members, Teacher
Appreciation Day, kindergarten
graduation, field day, the sixth-
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Recent Bland County High School graduate Oak Bradshaw after he received a response to his graduation invitation from President Donald Trump.


