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The word “maroon” has many mean-
ings – a burgundy color to be left alone
in an isolated location like an island.

For local residents, it’s the George
Wythe High School mascot. But there is
another definition, one that prompted
a GWHS student to create a petition
seeking to change the school mascot.
Escaped slaves in Jamaica who formed
communities in the mountains of that
country were known as maroons.

“It came to my attention about two
weeks ago when a bunch of students

looked up what maroon meant,” she
said. “I didn’t think it was right; I thought
something needed to change. I didn’t
feel comfortable with the name after I
found out, and I know other students
who didn’t feel comfortable after the
fact. I am bi-racial, and it really hit close
to home.”

The student, whom the Wytheville
Enterprise agreed not to name at the re-
quest of the student’s mother, said she
wrote the petition after seeking advice
from a teacher and a school administra-
tor. It was emailed last week to students
via Google Forms, a software program
that allows users to create forms and

surveys.
Someone posted a portion of the peti-

tion on a Facebook page, where it drew
more than 1,200 comments by Friday af-
ternoon. The post had been removed by
Monday morning.

In a statement, Wythe County Public
Schools Superintendent Scott Jefferies
acknowledged the petition.

“Wythe County Public Schools be-
came aware of a student-created peti-
tion on Thursday, September 16, 2021,”
the statement said. “The aim of the pe-
tition appears to be seeking support to
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Wythe County Sheriff Charles Foster has
announced changes in the command staff at
the Wytheville Sheriff’s Office. Former Maj.
Anthony Cline has been promoted to chief
deputy and Deputy John Thompson has
been promoted to major, replacing Cline.

Foster, who faces no opposition in Novem-
ber’s General Election, said he selected Cline
and Thompson for several reasons, includ-
ing their strong work ethic.

“Their work ethic over the
years has been tremendous,”
he said. “They care about the
team here and care about the
office and the community.
They have a lot of respect for
others and want the office to
be responsible for any and
all of its actions … these are
good traits I saw in them and
thought they would be good
in those positions as we move
forward.”

As chief deputy, Cline now
runs day-to-day operations,
commands the tactical team,
and oversees the budget and
finance operations. Thomp-

son assists Cline in running the daily opera-
tions.

Wythe County native Cline, 41, is a gradu-
ate of Fort Chiswell High School. He earned
an associate’s degree in political science
at Wytheville Community College. At Lib-
erty University, he earned an undergradu-
ate degree in criminal justice, followed by a
master’s degree in law enforcement leader-
ship. Cline started the department’s Christ-
mastime Shop with a Cop program and the
Sweet Treats for Safe Seats program.

He has served in the sheriff’s office for two
decades.

“It’s all I’ve wanted to do since I was 5 years
old,” Cline said, adding that the career has
lived up to his expectations.

Cline said that he, the sheriff and Thomp-

Petition seeks to change GWmascot

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

When Hurricane Ida slammed into
Louisiana on Aug. 29 as a powerful cat-
egory 4 storm, Bland County resident
Sarah Dutton knew the destruction
would be catastrophic. As the owner of
Lost Fantasy Rescue, she also knew she
needed to high-tail it to the Cajun state
to help stranded animals.

“I have friends who work with the
Humane Society of Louisiana, and they
told me they really needed help,” she
said. “Help to take animals that were
in the shelter prior to the storm so they
could bring in animals displaced by the
storm.”

In addition, Dutton delivered sup-
plies of animal food, water, Gatorade,
towels, blankets and cleaning supplies
to various animal rescue groups. The
Bland Ministry Center and Tractor Sup-
ply donated the items.

In 100-degree heat, Dutton worked
and delivered supplies in the in
Plaquemine Parish area.

“Different parts were pretty much
wiped out,” she said.

Dutton rescued five dogs, five kittens
and two adult cats, one of which was
pregnant. Most of the animals have
been adopted or sent to other rescue
groups. She still needs to adopt out a
dog and the two adult cats.

Ida hit on the 16th anniversary of Hur-
ricane Katrina, which devastated New
Orleans and other parts of Louisiana.
Dutton traveled to the state twice to
rescue animals after Katrina.

Regarding Ida’s damage, Dutton said
many places won’t have power until
November.

“There’s a serious gas shortage, and
there’s not enough help,” Dutton said.
“But I don’t know that people have
learned anything from Katrina. Some of

this is the same. They left their animals
behind; they left everything. Now, you
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A petition is seeking to change the George Wythe
High School mascot because the word maroon is
associated with escaped slaves in Jamaica.
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This photo shows some of the destruction left by Hurricane Ida, which hit Louisiana on Aug. 29, the 16th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.

Animal rescuer lends hand in Louisiana
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After Hurricane Ida hit, Lost Fantasy Rescue owner Sarah Dutton delivered supplies to
animal rescue groups in Louisiana.
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