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Event honors ‘Greatest Generation,’ end of war
Staff reports

For the ninth consecutive year,
the Town of Marion is partnering
with VFW Post 4667 to honor the
veterans of “Our Greatest Generation.”
Nationally known as “The Spirit
of ’45,” the event marks the anniversary of the end of World War II,
honoring the culminating moment
of the greatest national effort in
our country’s history.
The program will be held Sunday,
Aug. 11, at 3 p.m. on the lawn of the
Smyth County Courthouse. Mari-

This photo
from last year’s
Spirit of ’45
event shows VFW
Post Commander
Turk Johnson
honoring World
War II veterans in
attendance. This
year’s event will
be held on Aug.
11 at 3 p.m. on
the lawn of the
Smyth County
Courthouse.

on Mayor David Helms and VFW
Post Commander Herbert “Turk”
Johnson will serve as host emcees.
The program will feature a special tribute to area World War II
veterans, special music by Sharon
Buchanan and an address by Delegate Israel O’Quinn.
“We want to invite all World War
II veterans to attend, not just those
from Marion and Smyth County,”
said Helms.
Spirit of ‘45 Day is observed on
the second weekend in August,

See GREATEST, Page A2
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TDO TRANSPORT

Chilhowie
grad pens
first book,
‘Ugly Me’
BY GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS
Staff

Smyth County native Josh Stamper
published his first book, “Ugly Me,” in
April and hopes it will help to bring
awareness to the suffering many of
today’s students encounter in their
home life.
“Ugly Me” tells the story of Randi
Lewis, a seventh-grade student who
comes from a troubled home that she
shares with her mother.
Randi lacks stability.
Her home is sometimes filled with
strange people she doesn’t know.
There is usually no food, sometimes
the water is turned off, her clothes
and shoes are old and worn, she
smells bad, and she gets into trouble
at school.
“If you knew her story, would it
change the way you see her? If you
knew her pain, would you care?”
Stamper asks these questions and
tells Randi’s story, providing insight

See BOOK, Page A2

JASMINE DENT FRANKS/WYTHEVILLE ENTERPRISE

From left to right are John Jones, executive director of the Virginia Sheriff’s Association; Gov. Ralph Northam; Marion Police Chief John Clair;
Chief Deputy Johnny Joannou of the Smyth County Sheriff’s Office, during the unveiling of the new transport vehicle.

Transport deal to ease burden
like the average vehicle on the outside.
The unmarked Dodge SUVs give no indication who is inside or where they are
New vehicles used to transport individ- headed. And that’s part of the appeal.
Until the alternative transport program
uals under temporary detention orders
to mental health treatment facilities look was rolled out Monday, those patients
BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

were hauled away to a hospital in the back
of a police car, a practice believed to be
traumatic to patients and burdensome to
local law enforcement.
“Not only will this help alleviate the

See TRANSPORT, Page A2

Free REVIVE! training set for Methodist Church
BY GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS
Staff

First United Methodist Church
and the Mount Rogers Health
District (Virginia Department
of Health) are teaming up to
provide an opportunity for the
public to possibly save the life of
someone overdosing on opiods.

The two groups will host REVIVE! training on Monday,
Aug. 5, at First United Methodist Church, 115 S. Church St. in
Marion. This training is free and
open to the public. It takes approximately one hour.
Classes will be offered at 9:30
a.m., 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. For
advance online registration, visit

www.surveymonkey.com/r/
YL3RSLB. The training also is offered throughout the day on a
drop-in basis.
REVIVE! teaches people how to
administer naloxone, a life-saving medication used to reverse
the effects of an opioid overdose.
No formal medical knowledge or
background is needed. Everyone

should consider being trained,
especially those with loved ones
experiencing addiction and people who use opioids. Free Narcan (a brand name for naloxone)
will be available to those who
complete the training
“Knowing how to use naloxone
and keeping it within reach can
save a life,” said U.S. Surgeon

General Jerome Adams M.D.
REVIVE! training is for patients taking prescribed opioids,
health care practitioners and
community members who may
come into contact with people
at risk for opioid overdose, as
well as for those misusing prescription opioids or using illicit

See REVIVE, Page A3
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Camp Fun
Smyth County youth enjoyed a
variety of outdoor and indoor fun
and educational activities in the
4-H Summer Day Camp program
through the Virginia Extension Service. They participated in nature
hikes, kayaking, learning recipes
in the kitchen, science projects,
Wacky Sports Day and Wet & Wild
Water Day.
Photos courtesy of John Arthur

pro touch tree service

10%
discount for
Veterans

licensed & insured

joey kilby
276-274-0265
OFFICE: 276-492-4168
kilbyjoey184@gmail.com

