
Janice Joyce and Bessie Weber
are sisters who operate Kester
Clark Farm.

Q: At which Farmers Markets
do you sell?

A: Floyd Market on Saturday
mornings 9am-1pm and Monday
Market at Fairy Stone State Park,
5-7pm, June 17 thru Labor Day.

Q: What do you sell at your
booth and when did you start
selling your products?

A: We sell a variety of produce,
eggs, heirloom tomatoes, berries,
nuts, herbs, fruits, and sometimes
have a variety of plants as well. We
grow using organic principles and
feel strongly about protecting our
environment from toxic chemicals.
Our hens are fed organically and
get to roam/forage daily. We started
selling at the Farmers Market in Floyd at its
conception in 2010. All market revenue goes
into our farm fund and it is used solely for
upkeep of the farm. We don’t hire laborers;
we do the planting, harvesting, and selling. In
order to keep a good variety and quantity on
our table, we sometimes sell items produced
by our friends and neighbors who have similar
values.

Q: What makes your booth special?
A: We are a true small family farm; we

don’t define ourselves as an agri-business.
Our booth is designed and our products are
pre-packaged to make shopping as speedy
as possible. Bio-degradable food bags and
cartons are used for packaging produce. We
try to make our booth as inviting as possible
and keep smiles on our faces.

Q:What do we know now that we wish we
had known on our first day?

A: That is a hard to answer question. Each
year we have tried new products and new
ideas for selling: some work, some have not.
A highlight of our marketing career came in
2012 when Kester Clark Farm won the Best

Tasting Tomato Contest judged by
shoppers.

Q:What is the most surprising
thing about being a farmers’
market vendor?

A: The amount of dedication
needed to be present Saturday
after Saturday. It is a sacrifice of
time but it is also one of the most
enjoyable aspects of keeping the
farm going. We love our customers
and enjoy seeing them each week.

Q: Have you become more
aware of shopping local-at other
stores-since you joined the
market?

A: Yes, it is vital that locals sup-
port groups like this if they want to
continue to have the service.

Q: What is your favorite thing to
eat at the market?

A: So many choices, it is hard to settle on
just one!

Q:Inside advice- when is the best time
to shop?

A: 9-10am if you want to get the best
choices. Between Noon and 1pm if you prefer
smaller crowds and are looking for closing
“deals”.

Q: What advice would give you someone
thinking of growing their own food?

A:Don’t be afraid to ask for advice from an
established grower. Most will be happy to
share their experience and offer support. A
favorite online advice site is the Old Farmer’s
Almanac website. You can find tips on growing
any vegetable there.

Q: When did you start farming?
A: Since we were little tikes, big enough to

carry a gallon size water bucket. It was our
job during planting to put water in the hole as
the plants were inserted and covered by our

said. The filtration system
would require less space
than current emissions-
removal processes, and
would be less expensive
to operate than existing
products, MOVA says.

Testing at Virginia Tech
is expected to begin soon
and be completed by early
2020, after which, com-
pany officials say, they
hope to begin production
at a facility they want to
establish in Southwest
Virginia.

“Once [the testing]
done, it’s off to the races,’
Critchfield said. “Then
we start talking to chemi-
cal companies or a coal
company -- it could be
the federal government,
it could be the state of
Virginia -- to bring in the
next large investment to
scale this thing up toward
commercialization.”

He also noted that ex-
perts have said the process
could be worth from $500
million to $1 billion in
annual sales. That could
bring up to 250 jobs for
fabricators, with some of
them potentially being
hired and trained locally.

“I want to get that fabri-
cation somewhere in far
Southwest Virginia where
we can have these filters
made — Wise, Norton,
Lebanon, wherever,”
Critchfield said. “Those
jobs will pay about $40 an
hour.

“We’re going to start
talking to partners who
may be interested in this
technology and talking
to people where we can
locate this plant to do the
fabrication,’ he added. “It
could all go to Lynchburg
because there is a com-
pany there, but I would
like to put some of the
jobs in Southwest [Vir-
ginia]. We’re going to start
looking and — when we
get the proof-of-concept
[testing] done in February
or March — we are already
well underway figuring out
where to put the plant.”

Bringing this kind of
high-tech industry to
Southwest Virginia would
be a giant step forward

in rebuilding the coal-
country economy and
positioning our region for
the future.

To that end, govern-
ment agencies, economic
development officials and
our regional community
colleges and technical
schools should be doing
all they can to promote
and accommodate MOVA’s
plans.

Landing this industry
would help put Southwest
Virginia on the map for
more high-tech invest-
ment, and on the path to
better jobs and a more-
secure life for its people.

- Herald Courier
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF THE

PETITION OFAPPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

FOR REVISION OFARATEADJUSTMENT CLAUSE

PURSUANT TO § 56-585.1 A 6 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA

WITH RESPECT TO THE DRESDEN GENERATING PLANT

CASE NO. PUR-2019-00038

•Appalachian Power Company (“Company”) has applied to update its rate adjustment clause (“G-RAC”)
by which it recovers the costs of its Dresden Generating Plant.

•The Company requests a revenue requirement of $29.9 million for its 2020 G-RAC. According to the
Company, this amount would decrease the bill of a residential customer using 1,000 kilowatt-hours per
month by $0.73, when compared to the rates effective April 1, 2019.

•A Hearing Examiner appointed by the Commission will hear the case on December 18, 2019.

•Further information about this case is available on the SCC website at: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/case.

On May 31, 2019, pursuant to § 56-585.1 A 6 of the Code of Virginia, Appalachian Power Company
(“APCo” or “Company”) filed a petition (“Petition”) with the State Corporation Commission (“Commis-
sion”) for approval to recover costs associated withAPCo’s Dresden Generating Plant (“Dresden”), a 613
megawatt natural gas-fired, combined-cycle generating plant located in Dresden, Ohio.

APCo acquired Dresden fromAEPGenerating Company, an affiliate of APCo, in 2011. On January
3, 2012, the Commission approved the Company’s request for approval of a rate adjustment clause
(“G-RAC”), which allowedAPCo to recover its costs associated with the Company’s acquisition and op-
eration of Dresden. Dresden was placed into service on January 31, 2012, and the Company implemented
the initial G-RAC effective March 1, 2012.

In this proceeding,APCo has filed for approval of a revised G-RAC. The Company seeks approval of
a total revenue requirement of $29.9 million for the period May 1, 2020, through April 30, 2021. This
total revenue requirement is composed of: (i) an actual under-recovery of $9.7 million for the period
ended February 28, 2019; (ii) the projected over-recovery of $8.1 million for the period ofMarch 1, 2019,
through April 30, 2020; and (iii) the projected base annual revenue requirement of $28.3 million for the
period ofMay 1, 2020, through April 30, 2021.

APCo proposes to recover the $29.9 million total revenue requirement through two separate factors. A
base factor would reflect the $28.3 million projected base annual revenue requirement and would remain
in effect on an ongoing basis. A true-up factor would reflect the true-up revenue requirement of $1.6
million (the total of the $9.7 million actual under-recovery and the $8.1 million projected over-recovery
described above) and would remain in place for one year.

Approval of the proposed revenue requirement would slightly decrease the monthly bill for a residential
customer using 1,000 kilowatt-hours per month by $0.73, or about 0.7%, when compared to rates effec-
tive April 1, 2019.

The Company also seeks approval to file its next G-RAC petition no later than May 31, 2021, though the
Company would file earlier if, after March 1, 2020, the cumulative over-/under-recovery level exceeds $5
million for each month of two consecutive quarterly reporting periods.

Interested persons are encouraged to review the Petition and supporting documents for the details of these
and other proposals.

TAKE NOTICE that the actual amounts approved by the Commission could be different than the amounts
proposed by the Company’s Petition and that the Commission may apportion revenues among customer
classes and/or design rates in a manner differing from that shown in the Petition and supporting docu-
ments and thus may adopt rates that differ from those appearing in the Company’s Petition and supporting
documents.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing in this case that, among other things, sched-
uled a public hearing on December 18, 2019, at 10 a.m., in the Commission’s second floor courtroom
located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, to receive the testimony
of public witnesses and the evidence of APCo, any respondents, and the Commission’s Staff. Any person
desiring to testify as a public witness should appear at the hearing location fifteen (15) minutes before the
starting time on the day of the hearing and contact the Commission’s Bailiff.

Copies of the public version of all documents filed in this case are available for interested persons to re-
view in the Commission’s Document Control Center, located on the first floor of the Tyler Building, 1300
East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, between the hours of 8:15 a.m. and 5 p.m.,Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. Interested persons also may download unofficial copies from the Commis-
sion’s website: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/case.

Copies of the Petition and other supporting materials also may be inspected during regular business hours
at each of the Company’s business offices in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Interested persons also
may obtain a copy of the Petition by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company, Noelle J.
Coates, Esquire, American Electric Power Service Corporation, 3 James Center, 1051 East Cary Street,
Suite 1100, Richmond, Virginia 23219. If acceptable to the requesting party, the Company may provide
the documents by electronic means.

On or before December 11, 2019, any interested person may file written comments on the Petition with
Joel H. Peck, Clerk, State Corporation Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Rich-
mond, Virginia 23218-2118. Interested persons desiring to submit comments electronically may do so on
or before December 11, 2019, by following the instructions found on the Commission’s website, http://
www.scc.virginia.gov/case. Compact disc or any other form of electronic storage medium may not be
filed with the comments. All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2019-00038.

Any person or entity may participate as a respondent in this proceeding by filing a notice of participation
on or before September 20, 2019. If not filed electronically, an original and fifteen (15) copies of the
notice of participation shall be submitted to the Clerk of the Commission at the address set forth above.
A copy of the notice of participation as a respondent also must be sent to counsel for the Company at
the address set forth above. Pursuant to Rule 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules of Practice”), any notice of participation shall
set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action
sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action. Any organization,
corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel as required
by Rule 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2019-
00038. For additional information about participation as a respondent, any person or entity should obtain
a copy of the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing.

All documents filed with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of
the paper. In all other respects, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150,
Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice may be viewed at: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/case. A printed copy
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and an official copy of the Commission’s Order for Notice and
Hearing in this proceeding may be obtained from the Clerk of the Commission at the address set forth
above.

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

The Floyd County Sheriff’s Office is accepting
applications for

E911 Communications Operator.
Salary range is $28,861 - $32,861 based on
experience, plus benefits.

Requirements include:

• Interpersonal & communication skills

• Work rotating shifts -Work holidays &
weekends

• High school diploma or equivalent

• Computer skills

• Problem solving ability

• Valid VA driver’s license

• Good driving record

• Must submit to background check

Applications can be picked up at the Floyd Sheriff’s
Office or the E911 Communications Center.

Applications accepted until 4:00 pm on
July 26, 2019.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

family relationships and
secrets they try to hide.

If you like a good char-
acter-driven novel, with
thoughtful insights about
human nature, Fires is for
you.

Now, grab a book, go

find a hammock, and
READ! Happy summer.

You can find more reading sugges-
tions at Julia’s blog, Diary of a Word

Nerd, www.juliatomiak.com
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Foodful Thoughts

Meet your farmer

Q
A&

Foodful
Thoughts is
an occasional
question-and-
answer feature
looking at
farmers mar-
ket vendors in
Floyd County.

See FARMER, Page A6


