
From staff reports

A Bland County man was in-
jured on Oct. 29 in a single-ve-
hicle crash on Hunting Camp
Road. A deputy also hurt his
hand during the rescue.

According to a report from
Bland County Deputy E.V. Mil-
liner, 78-year-old Keith Duane
Austin of Bastian was traveling
east on Hunting Camp Road
when his vehicle ran off the left
side of the road and hit a tree.

When Milliner arrived, Aus-
tin was still inside the vehicle,
which was filling with smoke.

“I was concerned based on ev-
erything I observed of the pos-
sibility of a fire in the vehicle or
the vehicle would roll over with
the driver still trapped inside,”
the deputy wrote in his report.

After breaking the glass with
his baton, Milliner reached in-
side and attempted to remove
Austin, who “had severe injuries
and bleeding.”

During Milliner’s efforts, a
chunk of glass cut and lodged in
the top of his hand.

Other first responders arrived
and Austin was removed and
airlifted to an area hospital, po-
lice said.

Milliner was also treated and
released at Wythe County Com-
munity Hospital.

Pennsylvania fugitive charged
with auto theft

A Pennsylvania resident was
charged with grand larceny and
other offenses on Oct. 18 after
a deputy investigated a larceny
complaint from the Love’s Travel
Stops in Bastian.

In his report, Deputy J.P. Agee
said he saw the suspected Nis-
san SUV at the intersection of
North Scenic Highway and East
Bluegrass Trail.

He followed the Nissan to the
Bland Square and talked to the
male driver and female passen-
ger.

The female, identified as
43-year-old Derdra Lynn Miller,
told him that she had “panicked”
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Miah Clark and RheaAnn Ha-
vens are lifelong friends who
grew up together in the Hol-
lybrook area of Bland County.
They both studied cosmetology
and, last month, opened a hair
salon in Bastian. Roots Hair Stu-
dio is located at 4934 N. Scenic
Highway.

“I think we are excited to be
out on our own, and able to help
the community of Bland and
maybe help some businesses
grow around us,” said Clark, 21,
who studied cosmetology at the
Wythe County Technology Cen-
ter, graduating in 2016.

Havens, 21, also graduated in
2016, from Bland County High
School. She studied cosmetol-
ogy at Paul Mitchell The School
in Roanoke.

Both women worked at sev-
eral area salons before decid-
ing this summer to strike out on
their own.

“I have a lot of entrepreneurs
in my family, so I grew up
around it,” Clark said. “We saw
the opportunity to open a sa-
lon in Bland and thought it was
a good idea since there are not
many around here. It’s always
been a dream of mine to open a
salon, so when the opportunity
presented itself, it was just fate
that we took it and opened it.”

Havens and Clark hosted an
open house Oct. 25, during
which a ribbon cutting was held
for salon.

Bland County Board of Super-
visors Chairman Randy John-
son was happy to welcome the
new business.

“It is always exciting to be
a part of a celebration in the
opening of a new business,” he
said in a county press release.
“However, it is especially excit-
ing to be here today, to support
these two young entrepreneurs.
Bland County is a wonderful
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The Bland County High School Theatre
Team has done it again, taking home the
regional championship for its performance
of the play, “A Thousands Cranes.” Next up
is the Super Regional competition Saturday
at George Wythe High School.

But first, the team is inviting the public
to see the play Thursday at Bland County
Elementary School at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is free, but donations to help
fund travel and future projects are appreci-
ated.

In addition to the 1A C Regional Cham-
pionship, lead actress Hannah Minnix was
the highest scoring actor of the day, and
Jenna Consley and Maddy Holdren re-
ceived honorable mentions.

“A Thousand Cranes,” is based on the
true life events of a young girl named Sada-
ko, who died of leukemia as a result of the
bombing of Hiroshima in August 1945. In
an unsuccessful attempt to ward off death,
she starts making paper origami cranes.

According to legend, folding a thousand
cranes would grant the folder a wish.

Drama Coach Tiffany Carter said the play
is a slight departure from the team’s past
scripts, which have been mostly humorous
in nature.

“This one evokes a different kind of reac-
tion from the audience and requires my ac-
tors to emote differently than other shows
we have performed,” she said. “They have
done a beautiful job bringing the show
I envisioned to fruition. I am extremely
proud of them and how marvelously they
have worked to put this show together.”

Minnix plays the lead character of Sa-
dako. The actors playing the members of
her family are Jenna Consley as her grand-
mother (this is Jenna’s first year onstage),
Charlie Sloop and Jasmine Hodge as her
father and mother, respectively. The role
of Sadako’s best friend, Kenji, is played by
Minnix’s real-life best friend and fellow se-
nior, Maddy Holdren. Other cast members
who fill in as various members of the en-
semble include Matthew Coleman, Chloe
Kidd, Emma Rasnake, Leanndra Saferight,

Ashtin Mclaughlin, Faith Hatcher, Michae-
lyn Fanning, Kali Archer, Bridgette Potter,
Eden Collins, Madison Hatcher, and Abbie
Harman.

The show features two musicians, Hailey
Tyeryear and Morgan Williams.

Items in the set and props showcase
original artwork by Kaylee Dunford and
Hannah Minnix.

“Because the show is about folding ori-
gami cranes we had to have several folded
and colored by our crew, Katelyn Harrison,
McKenzee Moses, and Kira Montgomery,”
Carter said.

The crew is rounded out by lighting op-
erator Matthew Cantrell.

Saturday at George Wythe High School,
BCHS will be one of eight teams compet-
ing for the Super Regional title. The top two
teams will advance to the state competi-
tion.

Over the past five years, the Bland County
team has advanced to the state level four
times.

To reach reporter Millie Rothrock, call 276-228-6611, ext.
35, or email mrothrock@wythenews.com.
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The Bland County High School Theatre Team performs “A Thousand Cranes.” The team clinched a regional championship last Saturday and will com-
pete this Saturday in the Super Regional at George Wythe High School.
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RheaAnn Havens, left, and Miah Clark opened a hair salon in Bastian
last week. Roots Hair Studio is located at 4934 N. Scenic Highway in
Bastian.


