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INSIDE
Sports
Runners from Smyth
County’s three high
schools traveled
to Elkton this past
weekend for the
state tourneys. See
how they did on B1.

News
There’s help for
producers who want
to earn their organic
certification. Learn
more on page B5.

Deaths
Doris Maxine Hamm

MSHS student to present benefit
concert Thursday evening. See A6.
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Staff

With a prayer vigil held Saturday for 12-year-old
Kiara “Kiki” Tirado came a message of hope.

About 100 community members joined with
her family at the Riverbend Park in Marion to of-
fer prayers for Kiara’s recovery and support for her
family.

“We need prayers,” Kiara’s great-aunt Melissa
Albertson told the crowd. “We brought you all
here because we need prayers for our Kiki. This is
probably the hardest thing our family’s ever dealt
with.”

Kiara was airlifted to the children’s hospital in
Johnson City on Memorial Day after she lost con-
trol of her bicycle and was struck by a car. By Sat-
urday, Kiara was still listed as in critical but stable
condition, but family members said she was mak-
ing progress and that doctors expect to step her
down to stable condition soon.

Before the vigil began, Kiara’s aunt, Taby
Velazquez, said that while Kiara remains uncon-
scious, she has been breathing on her own over

Flames of Hope
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About 100 people gathered Saturday evening for a prayer vigil for 12-year-old Kiara Tirado, who was critically
injured in a bicycle wreck.

Prayers for Kiara

LINDA BURCHETTE/SMYTH COUNTY NEWS & MESSENGERSee PRAYERS, Page A2

Staff Reports

Newcomers are helping shape
the races for seats on the coun-
ty’s board of supervisors in this
November’s election

In a local Republican Party
canvass, or party-run primary
election, Lori Hester Deel, a new-
comer to elected government
service, defeated incumbent
Rick Blevins to represent the
party in the race
for the Rye Valley
District seat on the
board of supervi-
sors.

Deel, a former di-
rector of economic
and community
development for
Smyth County, re-
ceived 73 votes to Blevins’ 39
votes in the Saturday canvass.

At this time, the Democratic
Committee hasn’t nominated a
candidate for the Rye Valley race,
but could still certify one until
June 11.

In a press release, county GOP
leaders said, “The Smyth County
Republican Committee wish-
es to thank the candidates, all
those who voted in the canvass,
and the canvass volunteers who
helped make the event a suc-
cess.”

The Democrats are also bring-
ing a newcomer to the election
process.

Norman Sparks, who currently
serves on the county’s planning
commission, has been nomi-
nated to run for the North Fork
District.

Sparks will challenge incum-

Local
races
take
shape
Newcomers and
incumbents to vie for
supervisors’ seats

Deel

See RACES, Page A2

Staff Reports

A Marion man has chosen to
throw his hat into the ring for a
House of Delegates seat.

James “Jim” Barker will run
on the Democratic ticket for
the Virginia General Assembly
6th House District seat. Barker
is challenging incumbent Jeff
Campbell, a Republican and
also a resident of
Smyth County.

Barker got the
Democrats’ nod
through an open
caucus on May 25.

The 6th House
District covers
Wythe County,
Carroll County and parts of
Smyth County.

Barker is currently serving his
third term as a member of the
Marion Town Council and also
serves on the town’s planning
commission and the Fire/EMS/
Law Enforcement Committee.

Barker has been active in lo-
cal forums and other projects
to address the drug-use crisis
in the region, which he sees as
a multi-pronged crisis that im-
pacts the whole community,
even influencing economic de-
velopment through its impact
on workers and the region’s im-
age to prospective industries.

Barker has also advocated
for diversity in education op-
portunities. In 2018 comments,
he said, “We can also push for
more technology training. This
would pave the way for future
jobs with better pay. One idea
that I have is to create a two-
year post-secondary vocational
(trade) school that could pro-
duce an assortment of skilled
laborers that could work any-
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See BARKER, Page A2

Barker
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Staff

Monday morning meant it
was laundry day for Joe Keg-
ley’s mother. On this particular
Monday -- Dec. 11, 1944 -- no
one would have held it against
her if she didn’t do the washing.
She was in labor not to mention
that 18 inches of snow lay on the
ground.

Contractions and bad weather
didn’t stop her. She did the laun-
dry.

From that day of his birth,
helped along by Dr. Winesett of
Ceres, hard work was infused
into Joe’s DNA.

It wasn’t long before he was
developing his own work eth-
ic. He declares that he started
farming at the tender age of 3.

All that may explain that while
Joe was in the ICU at the Uni-
versity of Virginia earlier this
spring, he was conducting farm
business via phone.

Despite his decades of farm-
ing, Joe is best known for his
other profession -- one that
for half a century helped other
farmers -- dairy farmers to be
specific.

Joe hauled milk for 50 years
and, retiring earlier this year,
spent 57 years in trucking before
turning over Kegley Trucking Co.
to his family’s next generation.

In 1969, Joe applied for and
received his Virginia license to
weigh and sample milk. He got
license number 192. Since then,
he understands, more than
500,000 people have received
their licenses. His is now the

oldest active license in the com-
monwealth. He intends to keep
it that way. “I just want to keep
it,” he said.

To get started in the hauling
business, J.H. Groseclose of Ce-
res let Joe use his truck until he
got his own.

Eventually, he went into busi-
ness with Bland County’s Sel-
don Stowers. After a few years,
Joe’s oldest brother, Bill, bought
Stowers out and the two worked
together for 10 years. In 1985,
Joe and his wife, Debbie, took
on sole ownership.

Early on, Joe didn’t have a re-
lief driver so he worked without
a break. Milk, he said, needs to
be hauled seven days a week.

And, they were busy. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Joe Kegley hauled milk for half a century and has helped diversify the
trucking company.

Joe Kegley: A life defined by hard work, family and God

See KEGLEY, Page A4


