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Martha “Chi Chi” Pauley is a fixture in
Bland. Known to locals as a kind character
with a good heart, Pauley can usually be
spotted making her rounds in town, chat-
ting with fellow community members, who
she often calls by affectionate nicknames.

“She’s kind of like the heart and soul of
the community,” said the man Pauley calls
“Pastor Boots.” “She’s just a joy everywhere
she goes, she just brightens everybody’s
day and everybody loves her. Chi Chi’s not
hard to be nice to.”

That’s why when Pastor Boots, whose
real name is Kevin Richardson, walked by
Pauley’s home in mid-March and noticed
her porch in disrepair, he decided then and
there it was going to be fixed.

Richardson didn’t know at the time how
he would make the project come together.
He had a Lowe’s credit card and knew how
to use it, he said, but didn’t have the skill to
build a porch.

Before he could think about all that,
though, he had to first get Pauley to agree
to let him do it. A proud and independent
woman, Pauley likes to get things done
herself.

“I looked at her Sunday after service and I
said, ‘I would like for you to let your pastor
do something for you,’ and she said, ‘what’s
that?’”

Surprisingly, Richardson said, the usually
resistant Pauley said “OK” to letting him fix
her porch.

“That was the easiest ‘yes’ I think we’ve
ever gotten out of her,” Richardson joked.

Richardson told the congregations at the
three churches in his Methodist charge
about his plan. He’d intended to finance
the project himself, but donations for Pau-
ley’s new porch began to pour in and the
congregations soon collected more than
enough money to cover the project.

“It happened kind of mechanically, we
went from having to clue to everything fall-
ing into place.”

Richardson discovered he had expert

builders in his congregation and soon
learned that the Bland Ministry Center also
had a mission group coming in early April.

The mission group and other volunteers
wrapped up the project on Thursday. It
took just four days to complete. Enough
money was collected to rebuild Pauley’s
originally uncovered porch and add a roof
to it. To garnish the newly built porch,
Richardson and his wife donated an extra
porch glider they had to Pauley.

“The Lord did bless me,” Pauley said. “I
couldn’t believe it. I just praised the Lord.”

Richardson said enough funds were left
still to tackle Pauley’s back porch later this
year. He hopes to see that project finished
before he is transferred to a new charge in
June.

Giving back to the community through a
repair or renovation project has become a
sort of tradition for the pastor. Before he
left his last charge in East Tazewell, Rich-
ardson helped renovate the parsonage
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When you try to outrun the
long arm of the law, sometimes
you come up short.

On Thursday
morning, a
Bland County
resident who
tried to beat a
speeding tick-
et last sum-
mer by fleeing
from police in
his sports car
got jail time
after pleading
guilty to a felony and misde-
meanor.

According to police and a pros-
ecutor, 59-year-old David Todd
Ray of Bastian was cruising in
his Chevrolet Camaro on U.S. 21
last July when he passed a Wythe
County deputy going in the op-
posite direction.

The deputy turned around and
chased the car for more than
four miles at speeds in excess of
120 miles per hour.

Ray finally stopped on Spraker
Road.

According to a prosecutor, Ray
told the deputy that he’d made a
stupid decision and didn’t think
police cars would be able to keep
up with his Camaro.

As part of a plea agreement,
Ray was sentenced to one year
in jail after being convicted of
felony eluding police and reck-
less driving.

After his release, he’ll be on
probation for two years. His driv-
er’s license was also suspended
for 90 days.

Ray is also facing charges in
Bland County where police have
accused him of fleeing in the
same car when they tried to ar-
rest him at his residence during
a drug raid.

According to police, Ray man-
aged to escape, abandoned his
car and fled into the woods with
his dog. He was captured a few
days later.

Police, who executed a search
warrant at Ray’s trailer, said
they found $150,000 in cash and
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Tom Roseberry won’t be run-
ning for sheriff.

Nearly a month after filing
his paperwork seeking another
term, the incumbent lawman
said on Monday that he’s with-
drawing his name because of
ongoing health issues.

“At this point I just feel like I
can’t give the job, the profes-
sion, the position 100 percent,”
Roseberry said.

An independent candidate,
Roseberry had already collect-

ed and filed the required num-
ber of voter signatures to get on
this November’s ballot. Since
he’s withdrawing now, though,
his name won’t appear on the
ballot.

Roseberry, who’s already re-
tired from the Virginia State
Police and was seeking his third
term as sheriff, said he made
the decision to withdraw after
discussing it with his wife over
the weekend.

Health-permitting, he plans
to finish out his four-year term
through December.

“I truly appreciate every-

body’s help and support,” he
said.

While Roseberry won’t be
seeking another term, one of
his employee’s will.

After learning of Roseberry’s
decision, Sgt. Jason Ramsey an-
nounced on Monday that he
plans on running for the job.

The 46-year-old has 24 years
of experience as a dispatcher,
jailer and now deputy.

“This is something I’ve always
wanted to do,” said Ramsey
who served eight years on the
Bland County Board of Supervi-
sors.

Ramsey said he’d like to con-
tinue Roseberry’s progress
addressing the county’s drug
problem and continue the fo-
cus on school security with re-
source officers.

Ramsey said his role as a law
enforcement officer allows him
to help people, which is part of
his Christian faith.

Roseberry said he’s backing
his employee in the race.

“I’m going to fully support
him – whatever I can do,” he
said.

Jeffrey Simmons can be reached at
228-6611, extension 19, or jsimmons@

wythenews.com.
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Volunteers with a Georgia-based mission group and other local volunteers wrapped up work on Chi Chi Pauley’s new porch on Thursday.


