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Trap, neuter, release program scheduled. See Page A2
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Keep up with the
town goings on.
See Page A4

In the Cage
Local fighters put

on a road show in
Tennessee. See more
on Page B1.

CAMP REPORT

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Business was disrupted at
three Fort Chiswell companies
for about 90 minutes Thursday
morning when someone called
in a bomb threat to McDonald’s
– not once, not twice but three
times. No bomb was found.

According to a McDonald’s
employee, the calls came in
about 10:30 a.m. The first call
kept breaking up, so the caller
called back a second time to
say he was going to bomb the
place.

“I told him I was going to call
the cops and hung up,” the
employee said, adding that the
person called for a third time to
say he wanted them to call the
cops.

When deputies from the
Wythe County Sheriff’s Office

arrived, they cleared the res-
taurant, along with the nearby
Citgo gas station and the Grey-
hound bus station. Buses were
diverted to the Circle K station
across the street.

A bomb-sniffing dog from the
Virginia State Police arrived,
and after sniffing the building,
parking lot and nearby cars,
gave the all-clear about noon.
At that point, employees at
the gas station and restaurant
scrambled back inside to get
back to business.

Maj. Anthony Cline said the
caller used the Spoofcard App
to disguise his phone number.
The card allows users to display
a number different from the
number from which they are
calling.

“I don’t know why they sell
it,” he said. “Nothing good can
come out of it.”

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

Nine of every 1,000 babies born in
Virginia are born with Neonatal Ab-
stinence Syndrome.

In the Mount Rogers Health Dis-
trict, according to 2017 data, the
number nearly triples.

Looking to change that, Mount
Rogers Community Services Board
earlier this month lauched Project
LINK.

Designed to help mothers and
expectant mothers overcome sub-
stance abuse, Project LINK gets its
name from its role in linking moth-
ers, mothers-to-be and their chil-
dren to substance abuse services.

“The overall goal is to enhance
family relationships, so that fami-
lies are happier and healthier,” said
Melissa Peddy, director of Compre-
hensive Family Programs for Mount
Rogers CSB. “That leads to a stronger
community.”

Project LINK works first by provid-
ing intensive outpatient treatment
and home services to mothers or ex-
pecting mothers who are either cur-
rently using or at risk of substance

Businesses idled
by bomb threats

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Children are drawn to sirens, fire trucks,
ambulances and police cars. They love the
lights, the action, the adventure and the
idea of helping someone. So, the public
safety camp at the Wytheville Fire Depart-
ment next week promises a lot of fun for
kids in grades 4-6.

The camp is being offered through a
partnership between the Town of Wy-
theville Department of Museums and
the Wytheville Fire Department and Wy-

theville Police Department.
Wytheville Fire Chief Marc Brade said he

thinks the camp is a good idea.
“Any time you get the ability to influence

children in a positive direction, I think it’s
a win-win for everybody,” he said. “This
kind of stuff is exactly why we exist – to
help and serve the community in any pos-
sible and kids are a large part of the com-
munity.”

The camp runs from 9 a.m. to noon, July
22-26. The children will meet at the fire de-
partment each morning. On Monday and
Tuesday, they will hang out with members

of the fire department and run drills. On
Wednesday and Thursday, they will meet
with police officers. The campers will also
interact with the Wytheville Rescue Squad.
On Friday, the departments will come to-
gether to celebrate the end of the camp.

Brade said activities at the fire depart-
ment will include learning how to advance
a fire house as a team building exercise.

“They will pull a hose off of the appara-
tus toward a target and work together as
a team to spray the target,” the fire chief
said, adding that campers will also study

Project
targets
substance
abuse

Public safety camp promises fun times

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Campers at last week’s History Camp, sponsored by the Wytheville Department of Museums, spent some time interacting with public safety per-
sonnel and equipment.
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A bomb-sniffing dog searches the area around the Fort Chiswell Mc-
Donald’s on Thursday. No explosives were found.

No explosives found after 90-minute search

See ABUSE, Page A3

See CAMP, Page A3

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
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The Wythe County Board of Super-
visors recently agreed to enter into
negotiations with Simcon Company
out of Mt. Airy, North Carolina, to
build a barn at the Appalachian Re-
gional Exposition Center.

The current bid of $871,500 covers
the construction of a 32,000-square-
foot multipurpose agriculture and
events building. Plans call for a paved
floor, lighting, electrical outlets and
livestock stalls in the facility.

Originally, supervisors planned to
build two or three small barns to ac-
commodate livestock shows at the
APEX Center, but eventually em-
braced the idea of one large barn
after speaking with people at similar
facilities who recommended build-
ing one big building instead of sev-
eral small ones.

The county has budgeted $1 million
this year for capital improvements
at the APEX Center, including the
barn, parking lot improvements, po-
tential RV sites, parking lot lighting,

County
eyes new
barn at
center

See BARN, Page B2


