
From staff reports

Accused of attempting to de-
liver tobacco to inmates on Aug.
6, a Bland Correctional Center
supervisor was arrested on Mon-
day and charged with a misde-
meanor.

Raymond L. Bates, 30, of Ce-
res will be arraigned Sept. 4 on
the charge that carries a maxi-
mum penalty of a year in jail and
$2,500 fine.

According to a criminal com-
plaint from a Virginia Depart-
ment of Corrections special
agent, investigators watched the
staff parking lot on Aug. 6 to see
if Bates, the agricultural super-
visor, “would attempt to deliver
tobacco to the Beverage Plant.”

“An anonymous complaint
claimed that Bates delivered to-
bacco to offenders at the Bever-
age Plant on Tuesday mornings.”

Investigators said they
watched Bates take a cooler from
his personal vehicle and place it
inside a state van before heading
toward the plant.

DOC officers stopped the van
and searched the cooler where
they found a plastic bag of
smokeless tobacco in the bot-
tom, according to the complaint.

In an interview, Bates told in-
vestigators that the tobacco was
for his personal use.

“He indicated that there was a
couple of tubs of snuff and a roll
of snuff in the package and that
he was going to hide it in a cooler
in the Beverage Plant,” the agent
wrote. “…Bates denied that he
ever gave or sold any tobacco to
inmates.”

A DOC spokesperson didn’t
respond to questions about the
arrest by press time.

Bates was released on a sum-
mons while awaiting trial.

Campaign signs

vandalized

Tom Blankenship, a candidate
for the Bland County Board of
Supervisors, reported on Aug. 9
that three of his campaign signs
had been vandalized.

According to Sheriff Jason
Ramsey, the word “no” was spray
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A Bland County dog is leading the pack in
the national Wahl Dirty Dogs competition.
Online voters have until Monday to keep
Arlo, a Lhasa Apso/Schnauzer mix, at the
top of the competition, a place he has held
all week. By Tuesday afternoon, he had gar-
nered nearly 8,000 votes.

It’s been a wild few months for 10-year-
old Arlo. In April, he was found matted and
filthy along a roadside in Smyth County
and taken to the Smyth County Animal
Shelter. After groomers at the Smyth Coun-
ty Animal Hospital cleaned him up, Sarah
Dutton at Lost Fantasy Rescue in Ceres
took him in.

“He was all matted and nasty and disgust-
ing,” Dutton said. “I’m surprised he didn’t
have more skin issues than he did because
he was matted down to his hide because
he was so uncared for. It could have been
years since he was groomed. I think he was
in somebody’s backyard, and I think they
decided they didn’t want him anymore and
let him loose.”

Jump ahead four months and Arlo is liv-

ing the high life with his foster mom, a hos-
pice doctor in Northern Virginia.

“He has his own masseuse,” Dutton said.
“Because he has some arthritis, she takes
him to therapy to try to get him to walk a
little better.”

In addition to arthritis, Arlo has some
vision and hearing problems. But none of
that keeps him down.

“He is a happy little fuzzy dog that just
likes to wander around the backyard and
sniff and sleep on the bathroom floor,”
said Dutton, who was surprised when she
learned Arlo was in the Dirty Dogs contest’s
top 10.

“I had forgotten I entered him until I got
an email that said congratulations,” she
said.

Wahl, the contest sponsor, offers a wide
variety of grooming supplies and products
for pets and people. The brainchild of Wahl
and GreaterGood.org, the Dirty Dogs Con-
test, now in its eighth year, donates funds
and grooming supplies to rescues and shel-
ters nationwide so thousands of dogs can
be cleaned up to increase their chances of
being adopted.

Hundreds of incredible makeovers, in-

cluding Arlo’s, have been captured through
the Dirty Dogs Before & After Photo Gal-
lery at www.dirtydogsgallery.com. Online
visitors can see what each dog looked like
when it arrived at the shelter or rescue, and
how it transformed once it was cleaned up.
The site also allows visitors to search for
adoptable dogs in their area, learn more
about the dogs’ backgrounds and stories
and share their favorites on social media.

Ten of the most dramatic transforma-
tions from the gallery, including Arlo’s,
were selected to participate in the Dirty
Dogs contest. Public votes will determine
the top three winners. The animal shelters
and rescue groups affiliated with top three
transformations will receive money to sup-
port their efforts. First place takes home
$5,000, second place receives $2,000 and
third place earns $1,000.

Dutton said if Arlo places in the contest,
the money will be used for Lost Fantasy
Rescue’s spay/neuter program.

The Dirty Dogs Contest runs from Aug.
6-19. To vote for Arlo, visit DirtyDogsCon-
test.com. You can vote once every 24 hours.

To reach reporter Millie Rothrock, call 276-228-6611, ext.
35, or email mrothrock@wythenews.com.
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The dimming of Friday night
lights in Bland County has
called into question the fate of
an after-game ritual for play-
ers, students and parents: The
Fifth Quarter at Bastion Union
Church.

Pastor Paul Looney said the
event will continue, but not
as often as before when the
church hosted it after home
football games.

Last week, officials an-
nounced that after 26 years of
play, Bland County would not

field a football team for lack of
participation.

“Of course, we are disap-
pointed that we are not going
to have football games this fall,”
Looney said. “We are working
to figure out what we are going
to do. Hopefully, we will have
some activities; plans are being
made.”

The church has hosted The
Fifth Quarter for nearly two
decades. The event is an af-
ter-game celebration where
students and their families
unwind, relax and enjoy the
evening.

There’s all kinds of activities

like ping-pong, pool, basket-
ball, volleyball, flag football,
corn hole, swinging and sit-
ting by a roaring bonfire. When
hunger strikes, there is deli-
cious food.

Looney said the church had
already started to plan its Fifth
Quarter events for the now-
cancelled season and printed
the information in the church
bulletin for the past Sunday.

“After the printing, it was an-
nounced that there would be
no football,” the pastor said.
“My heart hurt … we hope this
will be just one year. It’s sad. It’s
just really sad.”

Church member Harlan Cox,
who helped seed the football
field prior to the first game
in September 1992, said the
church will do its best to have
some activities for local chil-
dren.

He said he is concerned about
what students will do on Friday
nights if they don’t have foot-
ball and The Fifth Quarter.

“Kids will get into something
if you don’t keep them busy,” he
said. “We want to keep some-
thing going; we enjoy doing it.”

To reach reporter Millie Rothrock, call 276-
228-6611, ext. 35, or email mrothrock@

wythenews.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Arlo (left) after he was picked up along a road in Smyth County. Arlo, all cleaned up.

Have a news tip or story idea? Contact Jeffrey Simmons at
228-6611, ext. 19, or jsimmons@wythenews.com


