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Taking Pride

You’re Invited to Citizens Telephone Cooperative’s Annual Meeting
Gate 10 to perform beforemeeting

Saturday, October 19, 2019

Floyd County High School Auditorium

Registration begins: 11 am

MEETINGTIME: 12 Noon

Member Prizes43”4KTVandmore!

BY COLLEEN REDMAN
For The Floyd Press

About 50 people holding
flags and banners gathered
last Saturday at the Floyd
post office in preparation
for the annual Floyd Pride
Parade, organized by Floyd
PFLAG, a local chapter
group that promotes advo-
cacy, education and sup-
port for LGBTQ rights in
Southwest Virginia.

Edna Whittier led the
group in a song by Holly
Near. “We are a justice seek-
ing people...young and old
together.... singing for our
lives...” Thunder could be heard in the
distance, but no rain fell during the up-

beat march down Main Street, which
was escorted by law enforcement from
the post office to the Village Green

shopping center. More march-
ers joined as the colorful pro-
cession got underway. March-
ers returned waves to passersby
on foot and in vehicles.

“This is our eighth Pride pa-
rade. The nation’s first Pride pa-
rade happened in New York City
in 1972,” said PFLAG President
Jim Best. He reported that peo-
ple came from Floyd, Roanoke
and Montgomery counties, as
well as from Richmond, Fred-
ericksburg and Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, to march and
participate in a weekend-long,
family-friendly PFLAG event,
dubbed FloydPRIDE.

The weekend began Friday

BY ASHLEY SPINKS
Staff

At its meeting on Sept. 24, the
Board of Supervisors debated
how best to move forward with
the project to install air condi-
tioning systems in all the pub-
lic schools, given that only one
company had bid on the proj-

ect and it was nearly twice the
Board’s allotted budget.

The Board of Supervisors has
approved $3.1 million for the
HVAC project, an amount in-
tended to fund A/C installation
at all of the county’s schools.
Despite efforts to attract a large
pool of bidders, only one com-
pany submitted a bid to perform

the work, and came in well over
budget.

According to District Superin-
tendent Dr. John Wheeler, “Just
because of the way the market
is, and that kind of construc-
tion business,” high bids will re-
sult. At the Supervisors meeting,
Chairman Lauren Yoder laid out
three potential paths forward:

negotiating with the bidder to
bring the cost down, spreading
the allotted money across the
schools (only installing A/C sys-
tems in certain classrooms), or
borrowing more money.

None of the supervisors pres-
ent seemed amenable to the
third option. Courthouse Dis-
trict Supervisor Jerry Boothe

pointed out that allocating any
more funding for the HVAC
project could potentially raise
taxes locally or put the Board
of Supervisors in a precarious
financial situation in the future.
“People expect this board to be
fiscally responsible with their

BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

At the first Circuit Court session of the last
quarter of 2019, Judge Marc Long and pros-
ecutors dealt with cases involving two types
of crimes that currently dominate the Floyd
County criminal justice system: The produc-
tion, distribution and use of methamphet-
amine, and child sexual abuse and child por-
nography.

In a plea agreement, Long sent Matthew
Scott Harris of Willis to prison for four years
as part of a 10-year sentence, with the re-
mainder suspended, after accepting a rec-
ommendation from Commonwealth’s At-
torney Eric Branscom to drop three other
charges.

Branscom told the court Harris was part
of a scheme to sell drugs and buy a car, ar-
ranged via text messages with sheriff’s inves-
tigator Michael Wade. The deal was closed at
the Dollar General Store between Check and
Copper Hill on June 15, 2018.

In July, a jury found Rebecca Jones Richard
of Roanoke, Harris’ partner in the deal, guilty
of possession of methamphetamine with in-
tent to distribute and conspiracy. The jury
recommended 10 years of prison time for
Richard on the two convictions. Judge Long
is scheduled to finalize the sentence on Oct.
15.

In another case involving drugs, Ashley N.
Neighbors of Copper Hill, went to jail for 10
days after falling asleep in court and then
testing positive for being under the influ-
ence.

Long ordered the test after he asked Neigh-

BY WANDA COMBS
For The Floyd Press

It’s just one stop along the scenic
469-mile drive, but Paul Kitchen
aims to make it a memorable one.

The Rocky Knob Visitors Cen-
ter in Floyd County gets about
100 visitors on a typical day. That
number doubles during the peak
color season in October.

On a recent Monday motor-
cyclists from Canada – part of a
group of police officers and friends
– stopped by and purchased some
souvenirs from the center’s gift
shop. They were on day three of
their trip, which started in Ottawa,
and were traveling the Blue Ridge
Parkway before heading to New

Fall to be less colorful

BY ROBBY KORTH
The Roanoke Times

Drought conditions will make for a less color-
ful fall in Southwest Virginia, according to Vir-
ginia Tech’s resident fall foliage expert.

John Seiler, a university forestry professor,

Supervisors balk at priceyHVAC bid

Drugs, sex
crimes fill
the docket
at court

Putting out the welcomemat for Parkway visitors
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Paul
Kitchen

greets
visitors at
the Rocky

Knob
Visitors
Center.
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The parade winds along Route 221.

Floyd hosts eighth pride parade

COLLEEN REDMAN/FOR THE FLOYD PRESS

Many participants were donned in rainbow clothes and acces-
sories.
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