
BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Most everyone in Wythe County knows
Tasos Gogos. The friendly Greek has oper-
ated several restaurants in the Wytheville
area, all offering his own mix of seafood,
Greek and American cuisine.

His first restaurant, Ocean Bay, operated
for two decades near the interstate. But in
2012 the downturn in the economy forced
Tasos to close the restaurant. After working
at other eateries in West Virginia and North
Carolina, he returned to Wythe County and
opened a diner at the Fox Mountain Lodge
in Max Meadows, but still he longed for a
restaurant with interstate traffic, like Ocean
Bay.

So, he turned to his longtime friend, busi-
nessman and builder Bob Melton.

“I said to him, do me a favor. Make me a
restaurant, and I’ll never forget it,” Tasos
said in the thick Greek accent he’s held onto
even after a half-century in this country.

Ever the investor, Melton said, sure.
So, he purchased the old Aamco build-

ing on East Main Street, a former Phillips
66 gas station with straight lines and big
glass windows that take you back to a sim-
pler time when an attendant cleaned your
windshield and pumped your gas.

Melton and his partner purchased the
building a year ago and almost immedi-
ately, Circle K came calling, offering to buy
the property for a cool half-million dollar
profit so that it could expand its nearby gas
station and convenience store. But Melton
couldn’t do that to his friend.

“He offered to give me four times what
I paid for it; he wanted it so bad,” Melton
said. “He made a big offer. Big. Big.”

Melton said he agreed to sell as long as
his friend Tasos could be in business for at
least a year to build up a clientele and give
Melton time to build him another restau-
rant near the interstate.

“They didn’t want to do that,” he said.
“This is the hottest property in Wythe

From staff reports

Accusing a man of assaulting
them with his hands, Clorox
and a hot taco, two Wytheville
residents have taken out crimi-
nal warrants against an Atkins
resident.

Osman Javier Dominguez
Castro, 47, was arrested on
Sept. 1 and charged with at-
tempting to cause bodily in-
jury with a caustic substance,
and two misdemeanor counts
of assault and battery.

In a criminal complaint, Car-
men Nayeli Gonzalez Comp-
lido wrote that Castro threw a
hot taco in her face, hit her in
the face and grabbed her by
the hair.

When her boyfriend, Joel
Cobol Beristaid, tried to inter-
vene, he was hit and scratched
on his nose, face and arms,
Complido wrote.

“He (Castro) then struck him
with a bottle full of Clorox, in
the head, spilling Clorox all
over my boyfriend,” the com-
plaint said.

Complido said Castro left
when they “insisted” he leave.

The complaint doesn’t list a
location, but both accusers live
on West Pine Street, according
to court documents.

Unemployed, Castro was giv-
en a court-appointed attorney
during his arraignment.

Being held without bond, his
next court date is Oct. 3.

If convicted of the felony, he
faces up to 10 years in prison.

Police seize meth, cash
after traffic stop

Free on bond while awaiting
trial on a Carroll Country drug
charge, a Meadows of Dan
woman was arrested again in
Wythe County after a traffic
stop that led to the seizure of
methamphetamine and cash.

Melanie Leanne Harvey, 23,
has a Nov. 14 preliminary hear-
ing set on an Aug. 9 charge of
possessing 10 grams or more
of methamphetamine with the
intent to distribute it. She was
also charged with operating an
unregistered vehicle.

According to police and
court documents, Deputy C.N.
Hawks found scales, 58 grams
of suspected meth and more
than $3,000 in cash in Harvey’s
vehicle after a traffic stop.

“Harvey admitted…she was
selling meth and all items in
the vehicle was used for the
selling of meth,” Hawks wrote
in a search warrant application
for Harvey’s cell phone.
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Area homeowners lacking
safe drinking water, or with no
septic system or a failing sys-
tem, are eligible for financial
help.

Mount Rogers Planning Dis-
trict Commission is applying
for grant funds for 2020 through
the Virginia Department of
Housing & Community De-
velopment. The state and fed-
erally-funded program offers
assistance for low- to moder-
ate-income families having is-
sues with a safe drinking water
source or with a failed septic/

absorption system.
“MRPDC has led the state

in number of projects funded
along with dollar amounts
spent in Southwest Virginia for
the past two years,” said Josh
Smith, regional planner. “This
program will open back up to
the public within the next 45
days.”

This means that homeown-
ers who meet the qualifications
can apply for free financial as-
sistance to solve their drinking
water and/or septic system is-
sues.

“We averaged 12 homes in
Southwest Virginia with a total
of over $700,000 in grants in

2018 to make the homes warm,
safe and habitable,” Smith said.
“In 2019, we did 13 with over
$800,000 in grants.”

Smith expects as much if not
more funding to be available in
2020.

“In 2020 we are anticipating
13 more homes on a first-come,
first-served basis,” he said. The
number will actually depend
on approved applications and
availability of funding. There
could be more, or less, funding
available.

The application season for
2020 opens in mid-October.
Interested homeowners must
apply through the MRPDC. The

local office is located at 1021
Terrace Drive in Marion. Ap-
plicants will need proof of in-
come, proof of property owner-
ship, and must live in the home.
Applications will be accepted
through July 2020.

“There is no limit to the num-
ber of applications we can sub-
mit,” Smith said. “We simply
submit them until the money
runs out.”

MRPDC serves the counties of
Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Smyth,
Washington, and Wythe, and
the independent cities of Bristol
and Galax.

For more information, call
276-783-5103.
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Tasos Gogos, left, and his friend, Bob Melton,
during a recent lunch at Papa Tasos Seafood.

MILLIE ROTHROCK/WYTHEVILLE ENTERPRISE

Papa Tasos Seafood opened in May. Local builder Bob Melton converted the old gas station into a restaurant for his friend, Tasos Gogos.


