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Revels to perform
at music club.
See Page A2

Music Making
Wytheville Community

College hosting old
time and bluegrass
jamboree. See Page

A8.

Race Day
Racing

action heats
up in Rural
Retreat. See
Page B4
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Wythe County officials have
shared information regarding a
dog picked up and euthanized
before a rescue group could take
possession of the dog.

The dog’s owner, whom offi-
cials declined to name, has been
charged with allowing the dog to

run at-large, failing to provide
veterinary care and not having
dog tags.

Events unfolded on Aug. 26
when a resident on Murphys-
ville Road called Wythe County
Animal Control to report that an
injured dog was in her yard.

According to Blake Stowers,
Wythe County public informa-
tion officer, the animal control

staff immediately took the dog
to a local veterinarian’s office.

“The dog was not found locked
in a shed as reported on social
media,” Stowers said in a state-
ment. “There were severe in-
juries to the two front legs and
paws. Officials and veterinarians
did not know what caused the
injuries to the dog’s front legs
and paws, but the injuries were

very severe with maggots found
from the front paws up to the
chest.”

Stowers said veterinarians
tried “very hard” to heal the dog.

“They initially cleaned up the
wounds and provided medica-
tion continually. The next day,
the dog was sedated while vet-
erinarians attempted to clean
up the infection and wounds.

The dog was continually moni-
tored to see if it would improve.
Unfortunately, due to the poor
health conditions of the dog,
it was unable to heal. The dog
was in such poor shape that the
animal control officer in consul-
tation with veterinarians deter-
mined that the most humane

The Virginia Chapter of the
International Association of
Arson Investigators and the
Virginia State Police recognized
a former local resident for her
assistance in helping solve a
2018 arson that resulted in a
$380,000 loss of property in
Wythe County.

Former Carroll County resi-
dent Jennifer Petke was pre-
sented a check for $2,500 for
providing information that re-
sulted in the conviction of three
Southwest Virginia residents for
the arson of an abandoned out-
let mall in Max Meadows.

The fire occurred in April
2018 and was investigated by
Virginia State Police Special
Agent B.R. Edwards. Edwards
had few leads to pursue until
Petke came forward and pro-
vided critical information that

Wythe County General Reg-
istrar Lennon Counts has an-
nounced voter information and
deadlines for the Nov. 5 General
Election.

Polls will open at 6 a.m. and
close at 7 p.m.

The deadline to register to be
eligible to vote is Oct. 15.

Absentee voting begins Sept.
20. The deadline to accept an
absentee ballot application by
mail is Oct. 29.

The registrar’s office will be
open for absentee voting on
Saturday, Oct. 26, and Saturday,
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The celebration couldn’t have
been sweeter for a science
teacher on her birthday. There
were balloons, flowers and a
cake.

But it wasn’t your ordinary
birthday party. It was a gala
event in front of the entire stu-
dent body with special guests
and a surprise announcement.

Sarah Deel had no idea this
day would be made even more
special than commemorating
her birth. She wanted to skip out
early from the planned student

assembly in order to work on a
project in her classroom. The
principal said “no,” so she pre-
pared to stay for the entire event
said to be a promotion of good
spirit for a successful school
year.

The good spirit included mu-
sic from the school band and
performances from cheerlead-
ers, not just for the school but
especially for Deel.

And was she ever surprised
when called forward to be told
she had been named Region 7
Teacher of the Year.

Deel was among eight teach-
ers across the state learning

on Thursday of their new titles
during surprise classroom vis-
its, school assemblies and an-
nouncements. She was congrat-
ulated by her principal, Mike
Davidson, by Dr. Dennis Carter,
superintendent of Smyth Coun-
ty Schools, and assistant super-
intendent Cole Spencer along
with school board members,
faculty, and Leah Walker, direc-
tor of Equity and Community
Engagement on behalf of the
Virginia Department of Educa-
tion who presented Deel with a
certificate and signed letter from

Rescue group questions euthanization

Region 7 teacher of the year ‘the real Deel’
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Families can get their autumn on next
month when the Appalachian Regional Ex-
position Center sponsors the Southwest
Fall Festival, which promises to include
something for every member of the family:
live music, carnival rides, hot air balloons,
games, pumpkin carving and more.

“It’s just going to be a family-fun week-
end,” said Cathy Pattison, who is overseeing
plans for the festival for the APEX Author-
ity, a group of volunteers that helps manage

Music, fun on tap at center
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County singer/songwriter Kait-
lyn Baker of Pound, Virginia, will
kick off the Southwest Fall Festi-
val with a concert Thursday, Oct.
10, at 7 p.m. The festival will in-
clude everything from pumpkin
carving and hot air balloons to
a barn dance and carnival rides.
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Marion Senior High School science teacher Sarah Deel has been named Re-
gional Teacher of the Year for Region 7 in Virginia and the school held a huge
surprise party for Deel who was also celebrating her birthday on Thursday.
The celebration included state representatives, school board members and
school officials along with the entire student body.
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