
BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Doug Nichols almost became
a disc jockey, spinning hits on
your FM dial. It was his mother
who changed the course of his
career.

“My mother said you’re really
good at math, why don’t you be-
come a teacher,” he said. “And
once I got into it, I loved being
able to take difficult concepts
and make them easier to under-
stand. Once I found out that it
was something I really liked do-
ing, I just took it and ran with it.
I really had good support from
professors at Emory & Henry.”

Nichols, a math teacher at
Fort Chiswell High School, is
the Wythe County Outstanding
Teacher of the Year. The award
is sponsored by the Wytheville-

Wythe-Bland Chamber of Com-
merce. In a letter recommend-
ing Nichols for the award, Fort
Chiswell Principal Dyer Jackson
said he has witnessed Nichols
teach math at the middle and
high school levels.

“He has pushed kids to levels
of learning that they never knew
possible in the Rural Retreat and
Fort Chiswell districts,” Jackson
said. “Doug has always been
successful wherever he goes
as veteran and first-year math
teachers seek him out for in-
structional and classroom man-
agement help.”

Nichols has presented his
math teaching techniques at dif-
ferent venues and conferences
and has won many awards, in-
cluding FCHS Teacher of the
Month in 2017, FCHS Teacher of
the Year in 2019, RRMS Teacher

of the Year in 2000 and Roanoke
Times Teacher of the Week in the
1990s.

But accolades are not what
define Nichols as a teacher, Jack-
son said.

“Mr. Nichols believes in treat-
ing people like he wants to be
treated. His peers, students, par-
ents, and community members
have a great sense of respect for
him and what he stands for,”

Jackson said. “I believe people
feel this way because he is al-
ways upfront and honest with
them and they know that he al-
ways has the child’s best interest
in mind. People really trust him
as he puts the kids’ needs and
well being in front of all things.”

Sometimes students walk into
Nichols’ classroom dreading
math before they even open a
textbook, saying they just don’t
get numbers or their parents are
bad at math, so they will be, too.
You never hear that about words
and learning to read, Nichols
said.

“There’s a stigma that you
don’t have to understand math,
you just have to get through it,”
he added.

Nichols likes to flip that notion
like a fraction.

His favorite subject to teach is
algebra.

“I try to explain to the children
that, to me, algebra is a jigsaw
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BY JEFFREY SIMMONS
Staff

A river runs through John O’Quinn’s
basement.

Its banks are wood slabs and its cur-
rents are epoxy.

In recent days, the Rural Retreat
woodworker has started making tables
and cutting boards that are joined and
embellished with epoxy resin, a liquid
that, through a chemical reaction, hard-
ens into a glass-like finish.

The liquid is clear, but O’Quinn adds
colors such as spruce green, blood red
and paradise blue by stirring in mica
powders before the concoction turns solid.

Although he’s been running his Real Wood
Designs since 2012, O’Quinn had never tried

using epoxy resin on his creations until some
prompting from a client – Ken Parkin of
Groseclose.

“I’ve been a year and a half resisting
because I didn’t think I could do it,”
O’Quinn said.

Parkin, however, persisted, and
O’Quinn started researching the prod-
uct and learning how to incorporate it
into his furniture.

“That stuff is too expensive to make
mistakes,” O’Quinn said.

To construct a tabletop, O’Quinn uses
two live-edge wood slabs with irregular
curves and bends – like a winding wa-
terway. He places the slabs opposite
each other on his workbench with a
space in between for the epoxy “river.”

The resin and hardener are mixed
together and then poured between the two

Fort Chiswell educator adds a new award
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Wythe County Outstanding Teacher of the Year Doug Nichols helps a Fort
Chiswell High School algebra II student.
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See TEACHER, Page A3

From staff reports

A North Carolina resident
accused of ramming state
police cars during a two-
county chase on Sunday
is facing a string of felony
charges.

Anthony Scott Treadway,
25, of China Grove was giv-
en a court-appointed attor-
ney on Tuesday to represent
him on the Wythe County
charges. He’ll be arraigned
today (Wednesday) on the
Bland County charges.

According to a Virginia
State Police spokeswoman
and court records, Tread-
way was driving a Jeep
Grand Cherokee south
on Interstate 77 in Bland
County at 11:25 a.m. when
a state trooper attempted to
stop him for going 89 miles
per hour in a 70-mph zone.

Police said Treadway re-
fused to stop and the chase
continued into Wythe
County, ending when the
Jeep rear-ended a state po-
lice vehicle.

He’s also accused of strik-
ing two other state police
vehicles during the chase.

Treadway was taken to a
local hospital where he was
treated and released, police
said. One trooper also was

NCman
charged
after
chase
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Woodworker John O’Quinn of Rural Retreat has started making “river” tables using epoxy resin colored with mica powders.

Woodworker adding resin, color to creations
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Ken Parkin pours a layer of epoxy resin on a coffee table that
will soon grace his Groseclose residence.
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