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INSIDE
Sports
A number of Smyth
County athletes
took part in the Judy
Thomas Invitational
at Patrick Henry
High School. Learn
more on page B1.

Community
The Marion Ki-
wanis Club recently
brought its Safe
Kids City program to
Marion Elementary
School. Learn more
about this effort on
page B6.

Deaths
Julie Ann Burch McGregor
Deborah Dianea “Debbie” Osborne
Maxine Phelps Reedy
June Griffitts Shuler

Award-winning student art is on
display in Marion. Learn more on A6.
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Staff

Years of discussion about what to do
with the former GCS Telecommunica-
tions building in Saltville has finally been
answered.

A project to be done in phases will es-
tablish a satellite branch of the Lifetime
Wellness Center in the building along
with veterans’ services and potentially
other community services.

Members of the Saltville Town Council,
town staff and town attorney toured the
Lifetime Wellness Center in Marion last
week to see all the facility has to offer and
participate in a presentation from Bob
Watkins, executive director.

The project began months ago with

town staff discussing the idea with Wat-
kins and seeking financial support from
the Smyth County Community Founda-
tion and the Department of Housing and
Community Development Industrial Re-
vitalization Fund.

In February, the council voted to ap-
prove a resolution “to submit a grant ap-
plication for up to $600,000 in DHCD IRF
funds, along with other funding, to reno-
vate, revitalize and reopen the former
GCS building as the Lifetime Wellness
Center, a major economic attraction and
central site for resident services within
the county and the region.”

The town is working with the Smyth
County Community Foundation to pro-

BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
Staff

Nancy Fullen Axon was 89
years old in 1973. The passage
of so many years hadn’t dimmed
her recollection of the stories
the descendant of slaves heard
about her family, including bru-
tal treatment and then the re-
markable return home of her
Aunt Suse.

Though Axon, a Poor Valley
resident, has long been dead,
people can hear her tell the story
of Suse and much more during a
special presentation of oral his-
tories this Saturday at the Mount
Pleasant Preservation Society’s
museum in Marion.

The museum in conjunction
with Emory & Henry College
will present Coming Home: A
Conversation with the Past. The
3 p.m. special event will feature
a presentation by E&H students
presenting oral histories from
residents of Smyth and Washing-
ton counties.

In her oral history, Axon de-
scribes her great-aunt being
beaten in front her parents [Ax-
on’s grandparents].

“But my grandmother and
granddaddy couldn’t help, they
couldn’t say a word.”

“Darlin’, they had a thing up in
the floor and they put their hands
together and they strop ‘em up
that way and beat ‘em…. Took
Aunt Suse in there and strapped
her up and he was beatin’ her.”

Suse tried to defend herself
and struck the man.

He promptly made arrange-
ments to sell her. Suse was taken
away for years. Her parents left

BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
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Scott Sikes can’t begin to es-
timate how many years it will
take to preserve and digitize
the photographs and docu-
ments that help tell the story of
Smyth County’s black residents’
history. Nonetheless, Emory &
Henry’s Appalachian Center for
Civic Life is taking on the proj-
ect.

This year, students have be-
gun sorting and cataloging the
materials and then scanning
and digitizing them.

Much of the material be-
longed to the late Evelyn Law-
rence, who made it her mission
to preserve the community’s
black history and who lived to
see her dream of the Mt. Pleas-
ant Preservation Society Muse-
um begin to take shape.

When the collection is digi-
tized, it will be turned over to
the museum.

Sikes, associate director of the
Appalachian Center for Civic
Life, said the project is one as-
pect of a extensive partnership
that is being forged between the
college, Mt. Pleasant, and its di-
rector William Fields. The part-
nership, Sikes said, is a beautiful
example of how the college and
its students can offer something
of tremendous value to the
community and, in this case, a
fledgling non-profit.

Sikes is also grateful that the
project seeks to “amplify an un-
derstanding of the history and
culture of this region.”

E&H’s students are among
the winners in the partnership,
he said, as they get hands-on

experience with technology
and learn research methods
and how to work with primary
source material. As well, he said,
at graduation they have a tangi-
ble product that can be benefi-
cial when applying to graduate
school or a job.

Sikes also believes that it’s
important for the college to be
connected with the community
outside its campus gates.

Sikes said Lawrence’s personal
collection is overwhelming in
its size, especially in regard to
the number of photographs.
“She was the keeper of that sto-
ry,” he said.

Once the materials are digi-
tized, the college will help Mt.
Pleasant make the materials ac-
cessible to the world through a
website. The work, Sikes said,
“will help give voice to those
stories that would otherwise go

Saltville plans wellness center satellite branch
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Saltville officials Ron Orr, Todd Young and Bryan Morris look at equipment in Marion’s Lifetime
Wellness Center.See WELLNESS, Page A2

SUBMITTED PHOTO

At the age of 89, Nancy Fullen Axon recorded the story of her great-aunt be-
ing brutally beaten and sold as a slave in front of her grandparents.

Preserving Stories of the Past for the Future

‘A Conversation with the
Past’ to share oral histories
“My head got wet with the midnight dew and the morning stars is a witness, too.”

with no idea where she was.
Years later, after slaves were

freed, Axon recalled that her
grandmother heard a woman

singing down the mountain. She
knew it was Suse.

See PAST, Page A3

College, museum partner
to preserve community’s

black history material
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The late Evelyn Lawrence in 2009.

See PRESERVE, Page A3


