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INSIDE

Sports
Ready for a hike?
Rick Shortt rec-
ommends a trip
to Hanging Rock
Lookout. Learn more
on page B1.

Viewpoints
Columnist Margaret
Linford examines the
inspiration that lead
to the development
and construction
of Marion’s Lincoln
Theatre. Read more
on page A4.

Deaths
Cecil Holmes Carter
Virginia Elizabeth Carter
Betty Ruth Perkins
Lewis Sidney “Sid” Simms

The Profiles in Honor Tour is coming
to Marion for Memorial Day. See A5.
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BY GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS
Staff

The town of Marion, Francis
Marion VFW Post 4667, the Vir-
ginia State Police, local police
agencies within Smyth County
and the family and friends of
Trooper Lucas Dowell gathered
at the Marion Municipal Build-
ing on May 15 to honor the
memory of the trooper. Dowell
was killed in the line of duty ear-
lier this year.

The week of May 12-18 was
declared Virginia Police Week
and May 15 was designated as
Peace Officers Memorial Day in
Virginia by Gov. Ralph Northam.
Marion Mayor David P. Helms
said the town and Francis Mar-
ion VFW Post 4667 decided to
honor Dowell, a Chilhowie na-
tive, on this day in conjunction
with the annual Memorial Day
celebration.

Members of the Virginia State
Police, the Smyth County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Marion Police De-
partment and the Saltville Police
Department joined with family
and friends of the slain trooper
as a cross and Virginia flag were
placed beside the American flag
at the Marion Municipal Build-
ing. Next week members of
the VFW will erect crosses and
American flags on the lawn of
the Smyth County Courthouse
honoring veterans who have
died. A special area will be set
aside at Royal Oak Presbyterian
Church to honor veterans killed
in combat while serving their
country.

The cross and flag honoring
Dowell will be left up until June 3
when all crosses and flags will be
taken down.

Virginia State Trooper Adam
Blevins placed Dowell’s cross in
the ground and affixed the flag to
the top. Marion Police Chief John
Clair gave the invocation, and
Deborah Montgomery with the
Smyth County Sheriff’s Office
sang “God Bless America.” May-
or Helms read the proclamation.

He read, in part, “We reflect
upon the selfless dedication
and bravery of our local, state
and other public sector police,
as our safety and well-being is
promoted by their devotion to
maintaining peace and security
in our communities…. Virginia
Police Week and Peace Officers
Memorial Day are opportuni-
ties to honor officers who have
fallen in the line of duty and rec-
ognize the sacrifices made by the
families of those officers and the
families of those who continue
to protect and serve our com-
munities.”

Helms said he was proud of the
turnout for Wednesday’s event.

BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
Staff

While no one sees the path
forward as easy, the Saltville
Rescue Squad received the
county’s blessing to continue
operating and serving its com-
munity.

Tuesday evening, the board of
supervisors heard from Jason
Mash, the new president of the
squad’s board of directors. Just
months ago, the squad was on
the brink of financial collapse
and county officials were con-
sidering privatizing the emer-

gency service.
However, the squad reorga-

nized and undertook a multi-
pronged approach to survival
that included steps ranging
from bake sales and gun raffles
to selling pieces of equipment
and, perhaps most importantly,
restoring its lapsed Medicare
billing number, which was in-
advertently allowed to expire at
September’s end.

In its reorganization, Mash, a
squad EMT from Glade Spring,
was chosen to lead the agency’s
governing board. The board
also added a certified public ac-

countant (CPA) to its members
and updated its business plan.

He presented the supervisors
with an updated roster, which
showed an increase in member-
ship, and a call volume report
that indicated the squad had
responded to nearly 60 calls in
a month’s time.

The 61-year-old lifesaving
crew serves a 144-square-mile
community.

Mash told supervisors that
the squad’s new board met for
the first time last week. He ac-
knowledged that the non-profit
entity will struggle to make it
until July 1, when the new fis-
cal year begins and funding is
expected to be available from
the town of Saltville and Smyth

County.
However, Mash said, “Nobody

has thrown in the towel and
given up.”

The squad is also receiving
billing revenue coming in from
private insurers and is continu-
ing to take on a variety of fund-
raisers.

In February, squad represen-
tatives appeared before the
board of supervisors, predicting
the agency’s demise, saying it
only had the revenue to operate
a few months. The squad was
said to be hemorrhaging mon-
ey, going about $25,000 into the
red every month.

The next month, the squad

Flag and
cross
honor
Dowell’s
sacrifice

Squad gets nod to keep operating
Supervisors reject private bids, call Saltville
crew’s efforts a win-win for everyone

Panther Pride

STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS/SMYTH COUNTY NEWS & MESSENGER

Tears, laughter, smiles and trickles of perspiration were all evident among
the graduates at Northwood High School Thursday evening. The school’s
principal, Jerad Ward, celebrated the students and their accomplishments.
Among those achievements, he noted that 27 of 71 graduates received
scholarships totaling $257,300; 45 students have a GPA of 3.0 or higher; 13
plan to attend a four-year college; 44 plan to attend a community college;
22 earned 862 college credits in high school; and six students are enter-
ing the workforce. Ward urged them to be Panther proud, but, above all, to
remain humble and kind. He told the graduating seniors that they made
up the strongest class he’d known. Ward also recognized the faculty and
parents and guardians of the class members, noting their critical role in the
students’ success.

See SQUAD, Page A2

See DOWELL, Page A2


