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Wardell, Va. – Keeping Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s dream alive was 
the goal of a Jan. 16 Southwest 
Virginia. Community College 
program.

“This event is a celebration 
started under the first president, 
Dr. King and continued under 
Dr. Estep. Today’s topic will be 
‘A Dream in Action,’ and I think 
that certainly exemplifies Dr. 
King’s legacy,” SWCC President 

Dr. Tommy Wright said.
Wright said coming together 

and involving the students, fac-
ulty and community is import-
ant. Reverend Sharon Bowers, 
founder and CEO of Character 
based Leadership and a Meth-
odist minister was the keynote 
speaker.

Bowers served as the director 
of the Wesley Foundation at the 
University of Tennessee and the 
first black woman in the 50-year 
history of the Holston Confer-

ence to be considered for bishop.
“All really does mean all,” she 

said.
Bowers asked people to look 

at their own lives and see what 
they are doing to give action Dr. 
King’s dream.

“It is time for us to wake up 
and do the work we have been 
called to do. I dare each of you to 
dream a world full of diversity, 
equity and inclusion,” she said.
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Richlands is in the market for 
a new town manager.

Town Council voted 4-2 to 
terminate John O’Daniel’s em-
ployment on Jan. 10. Council 
members Rick Wood, Jan White, 
Laura Mollo and Doug Ratliff 
voted to dismiss O’Daniel with 

Gary Jackson and Jordan Bales 
voting no.

Finance Director Heather 
Peery was appointed interim 
town manager and will oversee 
the day to day operations until 
a new manager is hired. Council 
voted to begin advertising the 
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Harper’s Home hit a road block 
Jan. 10.

Following a public hearing on 
revising the zoning classification 
for 751 Fincastle Turnpike, town 
council took no action on the first 
reading of the ordinance. Several 
residents voiced concerns about 
the safety of the location.

Lindsey Asbury expressed 
concerns about the safety of her 
family and neighbors from par-
ents who come to get their child 
back. She also expressed concern 
about the traffic and the condi-
tion of the house.

“Fincastle is the place where 
people come together to watch 
parades and where children walk 
home from school. What will 
happen if an angry parent comes 
to get their child,” she said.

Jennifer Lough presented a pe-
tition opposing the change. She 
also presented a list of available 
properties already zoned R2 for 
business.

Other speakers claimed neigh-
bors were not notified about the 
potential change and deprived 
them of the chance to retain legal 
counsel to fight the issue and to 
study potential negative impact.

Tom Conley said he was re-

moved from a home as a 12-year-
old child and knew the need for 
the homes. He asked for a feasi-
bility study and an impact study. 
Conley also expressed the belief 
Fincastle should be designated as 
an historic district.

Town Council voted in Decem-
ber to change the town’s zoning 
ordinance to allow the homes in 
an R2 zone. The code of Virginia 
required a letter to be sent to 700 
property owners in R2 zones all 
over the town.

The code only requires let-
ters to be sent to adjoining and 
adjacent property owners for 
a change effecting one piece of 
property. Town Building Offi-
cial Chris Hurley said that was 
six property owners and he had 
receipts for six certified letters 
that were sent within the re-
quired time limit.

Tammy Mitchell spoke in favor 
of the change saying all of the is-
sues of safety and welfare would 
be addressed. Mitchell said she 
worked for social services and 
“we do not have enough homes 
here for our own children.”

Mitchell said she absolutely 
wanted the home to be safe. She 
said people needed to ask ques-
tions and get answers but “we 
have to do what is right for the 
children.”

She said if someone is not 

Harper’s Home 
hits stumbling 
block Jan. 10
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Reverend Sharon Bowers speaks. 

College program 
honors King
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Problems at the Cedar Bluff 
Transfer Station will cost Taze-
well County money in the year 
ahead.

During its Jan. 12 meeting, 
supervisors were advised by 
County Administrator Eric 
Young that problems with the 
compactor mean the towns of 

Cedar Bluff and Richlands oc-
casionally have to haul trash to 
the landfill rather than dropping 
it at the transfer station.

He said the towns have re-
quested to be reimbursed for 
their costs when that happens. 
He said Republic, the company 
operating the landfill, esti-
mates the cost at $85 per trip 
and has agreed to split the cost 

with the county.
County Engineer Ken Dun-

ford said the compactors need 
to be replaced at an estimated 
cost of$150,000. He said the 
alternative is a walking floor 
trailer that will cost around 
$300,000.

The board agreed to pay the 

Board agrees to pay trash fee
While they didn’t have 
a gavel to pass, Shanna 
Plaster succeeded 
Aaron Gillespie as 
chairman of the 
Tazewell County Board 
of Supervisors. Board 
members are Charlie 
Stacy, Maggie Asbury, 
Aaron Gillespie, 
Chairperson Shanna 
Plaster and Vice Chair 
Andy Hrovatic. 
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Richlands town 
manager terminated

Zoning change for 

planned home fails
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