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Ten years ago, life changed drastically
for Carol Acord.

The summer of 2009 was memorable
in that the outbreak of H1N1, also known
as Swine Flu, grew to be a flu pandemic.
Carol’s daughter was working at a camp
that summer and came home sick. Carol
developed the same symptoms, but while
her daughter, who was never tested for
H1N1, got better, she didn’t. “The cough
never went away,” Carol says.

The following year, Carol went to the
emergency room for treatment of car-
diac arrhythmias. Tests were ordered,
and Carol was told she had a tumor or
inflamed tissues. A needle biopsy on the
mass was performed. Doctors still did not
know what was wrong, but it was not can-
cer. More tests followed, and in fall 2011,
Carol was told she had bronchiectasis, a
serious condition in which the airways
that carry air in and out of the lungs are
damaged. Often caused by an infection
of some type, bronchiectasis prevents the
airways from clearing out mucus. After
the diagnosis, Carol was told she had de-
veloped micro nodules – “too numerous
to count” on her lungs.

In August 2012, Carol was getting ready
to harvest some honey when she had a
lung bleed. “I coughed up a mouth full

BY COLLEEN REDMAN
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The Buffalo Hemp Company is up and
running. With a focus on CBD (canna-
bidiol) products, the company’s part-
ners Kerry Underwood, Patrick Sisk,
Daniel Sowers and Derek Wall are grow-
ing their first crop of premium organic
hemp and planning for a late summer
storefront opening on Main Street.

CBD oil is an active ingredient in can-

nabis derived from the hemp plant. Un-
like marijuana, it is not psychoactive,
having no (or negligible amounts) of
THC. Preliminary studies have shown
CBD to be helpful in the treatment of
anxiety, insomnia, cognition issues and
pain. Evidence suggests it can be help-
ful in curbing opiate, alcohol and to-
bacco abuse and preventing or reducing
symptoms of withdrawal. Users have
described CBD as having a calming and
focusing effect that is fast-acting, non-

addictive and without side-effects.
“The U.S. is pushing to be the third

largest hemp producer, next to Canada
and China,” said BHC partner Patrick
Sisk.

But Sisk admits that the industry is still
evolving and that there remains some
stigma around the cannabis plant. The
agricultural production of hemp was
legalized by Congress through the 2018

Staff reports

The field is set for the 2019
elections.

With a filing deadline of June
11, the candidates qualified for
the Nov. 5 ballot have been final-
ized.

Though a full slate is up for
grabs, only five races are con-
tested. More than that, of the
contested races, two are General
Assembly races.

Two are vying for the 19th Dis-
trict Senate seat currently held
by Republican David R. Suetter-
lein. Sutterlein, of Cave Spring,
is being challenged by Democrat
Flourette M. Ketner. Ketner is a
graduate of Floyd County High
School and Radford University.

The 19th District includes all
of the city of Salem and Floyd
County along with parts of Be-
ford, Carroll, Franklin, Mont-
gomery and Roanoke counties.

The Republican incumbent in
the seventh House district, Larry
“Nick” Rush, is also being chal-
lenged. Ketner challenged Rush
in the 2017 General Election.

Rhonda Seltz of Riner was se-
lected as the Democratic chal-
lenger for the House seat after
Todd Fearer withdrew from
contention in May. Rush lives
in Christiansburg. The seventh
covers all of Floyd County and
parts of Montgomery and Pu-

laski counties.
Locally contested races in-

clude one in the Board of Su-
pervisors, Soil and Water Con-
servation Director in the Skyline
District and Town Council

In the Supervisors race, incum-
bent Linda DeVito Kuchenbuch,
an independent representing
the Little River District, is being
challenged by Republican Tim
P. Sulloway. Republican incum-
bent and current chair Lauren D.

Yoder is running unopposed for
the board in the Locust Grove
District. In the Burks Fork Dis-
trict, Republican incumbent and
current vice chair Joe D. Turman
also is unopposed.

Two seats on the Floyd Town
Council are up for grabs with
three seeking the posts.

Incumbent Vice Mayor Mi-
chael S. Patton and incumbent

Few contested races on ballot for ElectionDay
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Carol Acord plans to travel with her emo-
tional support dog, Scampi, to National Jew-
ish Health in Denver, Colorado in August. A
fundraising campaign is in progress
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Floyd’s first hemp farm takes root
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Patrick Sisk checks out a hemp plant named sweet that was crossbred for CBD production and was recently tested for ingredient levels.
Sisk said his father, a retired Colonel General at the Pentagon, helped Daniel Sowers with the first plowing/tilling of the hemp field planting.
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(Right) Kerry Underwood is pictured on the porch at 5 Mile Mountain Distillery, just south of the town s stoplight, off 221. (Left) Hanging
Hemp for jars and free-roll smokes.
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