
James G. Bolt, 86, of

Roanoke, went to be with

our Lord and Savior on

Saturday, June 08, 2019.

James proudly served

his country in the United

States Army. He retired

from the Floyd County

School System with 37

years of service and loved

his Check Community.

He was a loving and

devoted husband, father,

and grandfather.

Those surviving to

cherish his memory are his loving wife of 64 years,

Pattie Spence Bolt; sons, Ricky (Shelby) Bolt, and

Robert Bolt; daughter, Rebecca (Donny) Haynes;

granddaughters, Renee Conner, Laura (Nick) Yopp, and

Larissa (Seth) Baker; great-grandchildren, Mackenzie

Baker, Lane Baker, and Matthew Baker; four brothers,

three sisters, and numerous nephews and nieces.

A graveside service was held on Tuesday, June 11,

2019, at 11 a.m. at the Restvale Cemetery with Pastor

Stanley “Shake” Smith officiating and Military Rites by

the Army National Guard.

The family would like to thank the entire staff at the

Virginia Veterans Care Center.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the

Alzheimer’s Association, 355 Rio Road West, Suite 102,

Charlottesville, VA 22901.

Online condolences may be sent by visiting www.

maberryfuneralhome.com.

James G. Bolt

John Robert Graham

Jr. of Daleville, Virginia,

passed away peacefully

Friday, June 7, 2019,

following a battle with

cancer. He was born

February 22, 1955, to John

Robert Graham Sr. and

Frances Hilt Graham Trent

of Floyd, Va.

Survivors include

children, Amy L. Graham

(Rick Reeser, fiancé),

John (Jack) R. Graham III (Wang Xi); grandchild,

Lydia Li Graham; former spouse, Carole S. Graham;

sister, Rebecca G. Talbot (Matthew); nephew, Parker

B. Talbot; stepsister, Julia T. Elliott (Dr. Charles);

step-nephew/niece, Dr. Brian Elliott (Pam), Virginia

E. Frankel (Eric); extended family in Abingdon, Va.;

lifelong friend, Allen Nester; and many close friends

considered as family.

A native of Roanoke since childhood and a graduate

of Patrick Henry High School and Hampton-Sydney

College, John enjoyed a lengthy career in the insurance

industry serving clients throughout Southwest Virginia.

Throughout life, John had the innate ability to connect

with the many people that he encountered, resulting in

a multitude of close lifelong friendships.

With an avid interest in history, he participated in

and held leadership roles with the Floyd and Botetourt

County Historical Societies, Jubal A. Early Preservation

Trust, Roanoke Civil War Round Table, and Sons of

Confederate Veterans. John led efforts to place Virginia

Civil War Trail signs in Botetourt, Franklin, and Floyd

Counties. He also served Fincastle Presbyterian Church

as a Deacon and Elder.

Some of his children’s fondest memories are

leisurely drives (going well under the speed limit!)

with no planned destination. With his children and

grandchild in tow, John would point out landmarks and

historical sites.

From Amy and Jack, “We love you, we have learned

from you and you will be greatly missed.”

The funeral service will be held at Cleveland

Presbyterian Church, 18076 Cleveland Church Rd,

Abingdon, VA 24211, Tuesday, June 11, 2019, at 3 p.m.

Burial will follow in Cleveland Presbyterian Church

Cemetery. A service to celebrate John’s life will be

announced at a future date.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be

made to: Fincastle Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box

144, Fincastle, VA 24090 or Christ Church – Radford,

Building Fund, 6266 University Park Drive, Suite 2300,

Radford, VA 24141. Arrangements by Oakey’s South

Chapel. 540-989-3131
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Carolyn Williams

Holmes, of Vienna, Va.,

formerly of Floyd, Va.,

passed away quietly on

Thursday, May 2, 2019, at

her home.

Carolyn was preceded

in death by her parents,

Effie Harris Williams

and Clarence Matthew

(Jack) Williams of Floyd,

Va.; a brother-in-law,

James Martin Ammons of

Shipman, Va.; and a nephew, Brandon Todd Williams of

Floyd, Va.

Carolyn is survived by her devoted husband of

fifty-four years, Larie Holmes of Vienna, Va.; one sister,

Phyllis W. Ammons of Shipman, Va.; one brother,

Donald R. Williams and his wife, Brenda, of Floyd,

Va.; one nephew, Gregory Williams and his wife,

Julie and son, Eli Duffy-Williams, of Stow, Mass.; one

niece, Jennifer Williams-Ray and her husband, Matt,

of Maspeth, N.Y.; two special aunts, Euna H. Cassell

of Roanoke, Va., and Virginia Yearout Williams of

Culpeper, Va., and many special cousins and their

families.

Carolyn was born on June 21, 1941, in Chester, Pa.,

just prior to the beginning of World War II and moved

with her mother back to the Floyd, Va. area when her

father joined the Marine Corps, with which he saw

combat on Okinawa. Carolyn graduated in 1959 from

Floyd High School, where she was active in many clubs,

publications, played on the girl’s eagle basketball

teams, and was salutatorian of her graduating class.

She continued her education at Richmond Professional

Institute (now part of Virginia Commonwealth

University), graduating in 1963.

Carolyn became an art teacher serving in several

locations including Oxon Hill, Md., Mays Landing,

N.J., Quantico, Va., and serving thirty-six years in the

Alexandria, Va. school system before her retirement.

Carolyn and her husband, Larie, loved to travel,

which they did extensively, and they both loved

botanical gardens and plants and gardens of their

own. Carolyn was an extreme talent in the fields

of art, photography, pottery, drawing, painting and

reproduction.

A viewing was held on Monday, May 6, 2019, at

Money & King Funeral Home in Vienna, Va. She will be

greatly missed by her family and friends.
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The Martinsville Bulletin

The story of C.J. Martin
of Martinsville and J.T.
Clark of Boones Mill is
playing out once again,
this time on film.

The two men met under
unusual circumstances
nearly four years ago in
an experience chronicled
in Clark’s book “In The
Blink of an Eye: Forgive-
ness in Black and White.”

In August 2015, Clark’s
brother and sister-in-law,
Bobby and Pam Clark,
were at a worship service
at T.R.A.S.H. Ministries in
Collinsville. Martin and
his son were at a foot-

ball game at Bassett High
School.

When both pairs left for
home, they had to ma-
neuver around a detour
on T.B. Stanley Highway.
The Martins were in a
pickup truck, and the
Clarks were on motor-
cycles. They collided and
the Clarks died.

Martin went to court
in October 2015 to face
reckless driving charges.
J.T. Clark showed up and
said he would pay Mar-
tin’s fine. The judge set
the fine at $5 as a story of
forgiveness and brother-
hood was born.
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Clarification

A story in the June
6, 2019, edition of The
Floyd Press about a jury
bias claim contained
disputed information.
Jimmy Dean Stepp’s wife
said that she did not
learn that a man on the
jury had a grudge against
her husband.

The budget included the
first increase in compensa-
tion for Supervisors in 35
years, raising the annual
amount from $3,200 to
$5,500.

While praise for the new
budget appeared unani-
mous, the vote to approve
it was not. Jerry Boothe of
Courthouse voted against
in a 4-1 tally. Boothe said
afterward that he is on re-
cord opposing any increas-
es for supervisors while he
is serving on the board.

And while Supervisors
also praised the increase in
communications and co-
operation from the school
board, whose budget ac-
counts for much of the
annual county spending,
a majority of at least three
agreed that the limit on
funding for a proposed in-
crease in vocation and ed-
ucational training must be
$2.7 millions less than the
$17.2 million requested
by School Superintendent
John F. Wheeler.

Dr. Wheeler told the
board Tuesday he is ready
to work with the board to
make reductions in the
plans to create a Career
and Career Development
Center at Floyd County
High School to “focus on
eighth grade transition”
and increase career oppor-
tunities, including expand-

ed vocational training and
adult education.

He said new require-
ments for high school
graduation in Virginia re-
quires the new focus and
predicted that Floyd Coun-
ty can become a leader
in preparing students in
evolving career tracks.

“We’re in great times
right now,” Dr. Wheeler
said. “We’ve got one shot
at this.”

David Rose of Davenport
& Company, the financial
consulting group for the
county, told the Supervi-
sors that one option of
handling the $17.2 million
requested by the board
could add eight cents per
hundred in taxes on real
estate assessments while
another structured plan
could cut the tax increase
to three or three and a half
cents per hundred.

Davenport also put to-
gether the recommenda-
tion to the Economic De-
velopment Authority for
restructuring their financ-
ing of a shell building and
other improvements at
the Commerce Center on
Christiansburg Pike just
past the town line.

That proposal, a four-
year financing plan
through Skyline Bank for
$3.5 million at an interest
rate of 3.25 percent and no
collateral, would free up
holds on the county court-
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vironment,” she said. “I
hope to keep working to
serve the county.”

DeVito is a 41-year part
of Virginia Tech’s inde-
pendent radio station and
served as general manager,
the first woman hired to
the job. She came to Tech
as a student from her Long
Island home to study for-
estry and wildlife but saw

the school’s radio station –
WUVT – doing a live broad-
cast from the campus
bookstore. She switched
her major to communica-
tions and started the show,
“Winds of Change,” which
she still hosts.

She and her husband,
Skip Kuchenbuch, own
Maple Spring Christmas
Tree Farm and she also vol-
unteers to help sports at
Floyd County High School,
videotaping Lady Buffa-
loes basketball games
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tion Plant and Crenshaw
Lighting.

If elected Whitaker
pledges to put the citizens
of the Town of Floyd first

and to keep Floyd the vi-
brant town it has always
been. Careful expenditure
of tax funds will be his
highest priority.

“Your support in this
cause and your vote in No-
vember will be greatly ap-
preciated.”
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North Carolina-based in-
strumental powerhouse,
creates a sonic Pangaea
that swirls together rock,
African traditions, jam
sensibilities, and interna-
tional folk strains. What
Justin Perkins (Kora, Ka-
melngoni, guitar, percus-
sion), Terrence Houston
(drumset), Drew Heller
(guitar, organ), Justin Kim-
mel (bass, keys), and Luke
Quaranta (Djembe, Con-
gas, Dundun, Sangban,
Kinkini) have wrought on
their latest release reflects
the many miles and mu-
sical journeys that have
transpired since their last
studio album. Toubab
carries echoes of African
greats like Ali Farka Toure,
Orchestra Baobab and Sa-
lif Keita, no doubt picked
up during the group’s
travels to study and live in
Guinea, Ivory Coast and
Mali. What truly differen-
tiates Toubab Krewe from
other Statesiders inspired
by African music is how
they innovate on what
they’ve learned, instead
of simply recreating tradi-
tion. Toubab Krewe carves
out a new trail honoring
the African originators
they admire by making
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Martin, Clark saga
playing out on film

See FILM, Page A3


