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Senators seeking
federal funds for
interstate. See B6

Fishing
Fort Chiswell grad
nabbing view-
ers with fishing
YouTube channel.
See Page B1.

Observing
Barter actor

brings one-man
show to Rural
Retreat library.
See Page A4.

Racing
The rain

wins again
at Wythe
Raceway.
See B2

Free admissionFree a
July 4

Downtown Wytheville, Inc. July 4th

Celebration & After Hours Summer Concert

Far Out Fourth – events start at 2pm

Children’s parade, inflatables, kids activities,

cruise in, downtown music trail, WCPS carnival for

a cause, shops & restaurant specials! Please see

downtownwytheville.org for more information.

Gary Lowder & Smokin Hot 6:45 - 9:45 pm

After Hours Summer Concert starts

at 6:45 pm at Elizabeth Brown Park.

Fireworks Immediately following show.

BY JULIA TOMIAK
Correspondent

School Board members on
June 13 discussed a tricky is-
sue – how to enforce a tobac-
co policy that prohibits any
tobacco or nicotine product
on school property, buses
and at any off-site, school-
sponsored activity.

Board members Tonya
Freeman, Stephen Sage
and Chalmer Frye noted
that policing tobacco use
at sporting events could be
a challenge for administra-
tors. However, board mem-
bers Lee Johnson and Alan
Wilder supported the idea of
setting a standard to create
a healthy environment for
everyone attending school
events.

The current policy, which
can be found in the stu-
dent handbook, states that
“Smoking, chewing or any
other use of any tobacco
products by staff, students
and visitors is prohibited on
school property.”

School property is defined
as “All interior portions of
any building or other struc-
ture used for instruction, ad-
ministration, support servic-
es, maintenance or storage.
Any indoor facility or por-
tion of such facility owned
or leased or contracted for
and used for the provision
of regular or routine health
care, day care, or early child-
hood development services.
All vehicles used by the di-
vision for transporting stu-
dents, staff, visitors or other
persons.”

The board is considering
new policy that would forbid
the use of tobacco or vaping
products at any on- or off-
site activity, which could in-
clude things like graduation
ceremonies and football
games.

Frye, the board’s chair,
said, “The policy is a great
policy; the problem is en-
forcement.”

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

For the first time in school histo-
ry, George Wythe High School won
the Virginia High School League’s
Wells Fargo Cup for yearlong aca-
demic activities success.

Wells Fargo Cup winners are de-
termined by a point system based
on performance in VHSL state
competitions. Schools can earn
academic activity points for out-
standing participation in maga-
zine, newsmagazine, newspaper,
online news, yearbook, broadcast-
ing, theatre, scholastic bowl, foren-
sics, debate, creative writing and
film festival.

In the Class 1 category, GWHS to-
taled 125 points, followed by East-
side High School in Wise County
with 100 points.

“What an accomplishment!”
GWHS Principal Dante Lee wrote
in an email. “This is something
that our students and staff should
be very proud of!”

Lee said special thanks and ap-
preciation go to the two coaches
responsible for the award: English
teacher Lora King and Spanish
teacher Jennifer Ferguson.

King coached the school’s fo-
rensics team to a state runner-up
finish and was also responsible
as a coach for the points GWHS
received in the recent VHSL Film
Festival. The Film Festival points
put the school in first place.

Ferguson coached the GWHS
Scholastic Bowl team to a state
runner-up finish.

“Both of these ladies are ulti-
mately responsible for this suc-
cess. This is a great way to end the
school year,” Lee said.

In emails, King and Ferguson
said they are proud of their teams.

“I am thrilled that my students
have been recognized for their
hard work,” King said. “They al-
ways give their best, and this time,
it was enough to win such a presti-
gious honor.”

Ferguson said the seniors on the
Scholastic Bowl provided great
leadership and poise.

“They anchored the team,” she
said. “Charlie Jones was a com-
posed and confident captain who
was able to discern the correct
answer from a lot of incoming in-
formation. The younger players,
particularly Josh Tomiak, provided

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Local tobacco retailers are not
overly concerned about a new
law that takes effect July 1 that
raises the minimum age for pur-
chasing tobacco, nicotine and
vapor products from 18 to 21.

The Virginia General Assembly

passed the legislation in Febru-
ary, and Gov. Ralph Northam
signed it into law in February.

The law increases the mini-
mum age to 21 for people to
purchase or possess tobacco
products, nicotine vapor prod-

ucts and alternative nicotine
products and the minimum age
for people to which the products
can be sold. Active military per-
sonnel are exempt from the leg-
islation.

Travis Hanson, owner of Wy-

theville’s Family Fare conve-
nience store, agrees with the law.

“I actually think it’s a great
idea,” he said. “Since you are
bumping up the age to 21, you
will not allow high-schoolers
to purchase any more tobacco

products, so 18-year-old seniors
can’t purchase tobacco products
for their friends. I really like the
idea of bumping it up to 21. I
don’t think it will hurt business;
there’s not a huge market selling
to 18-year-olds anymore.”

At Blue Ridge Smoke and Va-

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Mark Smith’s masonry skills have allowed him
to work overseas and across America. The Holly-
brook resident owns The Brick Smith and works
with brick, block, rock, cultured stone and deco-
rative concrete.

One of his most recent jobs was for the firm
hired by the Town of Wytheville to build wel-
come signs near the interstates. Smith also built
the stone base for a sign on Fourth Street des-
ignating Withers Park. One upcoming project is

the Bland County Historical Society’s jail restora-
tion project, which Smith hopes to begin in late
summer or early fall.

Smith has five years of experience with restora-
tion work, taking historic buildings and restor-
ing their brick and stone work using lime mortar.

“We try to re-use the brick or get matching
bricks from old buildings that have been torn
down,” he said. “I get a lot of materials out of
Chicago and D.C. for restoration work.”

Smith stumbled across masonry work while

Tobacco law finds support among retailers
Legislation raises legal age to 21 to buy tobacco, vaping products
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Mark Smith with one of the Town of Wytheville signs he recently completed.

Mason shares skills
with Wytheville
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