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Floyd Center for the Arts

From Knoxville to Guate-
mala to Floyd County, Chad
and Kimberly Quesenberry
embarked on a life adventure
culminating two years ago in
the construction of an awe-
inspiring yet inviting timber
frame home on 112 scenic
acres in Willis.

The public will be invited to
visit the Quesenberry house,
greenhouse, and grounds
during the Floyd Center for
the Arts House and Garden
Tour of Floyd County (www.
floydartcenter.org) on Satur-
day, June 29 from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

The Quesenberry story is
one that many can relate
to, but few would have the
courage to experience. Chad
and Kimberly are both from
Knoxville, Tennessee. Chad’s
grandparents, Isaiah and

Blanche Quesenberry, re-
sided in Indian Valley, where
they owned a Texaco service
station from 1957 to 1987.

Chad spent childhood sum-
mers and holidays in Floyd
County.

“I fell in love with Floyd in

1999 when I came to meet
Chad’s family,” says Kimber-
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Floyd County has reported that for
calendar year 2018, its residents and
businesses reached a recycling rate of 22.1
percent. Each year the county is required
to submit a report to the state indicating
its recycling rates and trash tonnage and
is required by State Code to recycle at least
15 percent of its total waste stream. For
2018, the county had 2,933 tons of recycled
materials.

A large cost in our recycling budget is

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Correspondent

A claim of jury bias delayed a
sentencing hearing in Circuit
Court on Tuesday for a Floyd
County man facing more than
two years in prison after being
convicted of felony DUI and a
traffic charge in March.

The jury in March found Jim-
my Dean Stepp guilty of the
felony DUI and recommended a
two-year prison sentence, add-
ing two more months for driving
on a suspended license for the
third time.

Blacksburg attorney Jonathan
Fisher, however, told Judge Marc
Long that Stepp’s wife learned

about three weeks ago that a
man on the jury has a grudge
against her husband and used
that bias to convict him.

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Eric Branscom said that was the
first he or his office had heard
about any such claim.

“No motion has been received
on this matter,” Branscom told

the court.
Fisher said he was still investi-

gating the matter but would file
a motion when he had more in-
formation. He did not disclose
the name of the juror. He said
he had sent emails to Brans-
com’s office over the weekend.
Branscom noted that emails
from Fisher have been blocked.

A judge fined Fisher $500 and
court costs, saying the attorney
had made threats against the
commonwealth’s attorney, assis-
tant commonwealth’s attorney
and the prosecutor’s staff.

Judge Long told Fisher to pro-
duce a witness verifying the

Jury bias claim stalls sentencing

Floyd tops
required
recycling rate

Walter Little was captured without in-
cident in Roanoke Thursday afternoon.
That morning the Floyd County Sheriff’s
Office had asked the public for help in
locating the 37-year-old, wanted on two

counts of attempted murder.
In the early morning of May 30, the

Sheriff’s Office received a call to re-
spond to the Copper Hill area.

During the investigation police said

that Little had brought a firearm to the
residence, a struggle ensued, and a sin-
gle shot was fired from the gun.

No injuries occurred. Little fled the
scene, according to the Sheriff’s Office.

Man, 37, sought in Floyd caught in Roanoke

Tour to featuremountain home
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Floyd County Supervisors got their first
pay raise in 35 years after a public hear-
ing Tuesday on the proposed hike drew
only one speaker who said she “had noth-
ing to say” about the raise and only spoke
so there would be at least one person re-
sponding.

Becky Howell of Burks Fork district and
chairwoman of the county Planning Com-
mission often speaks in the public com-
ments section of board meetings but drew
laughter with her comment.

Before the start of the hearing, County
Attorney Stephen Durbin told the board
that the last raise for the supervisors came
when Ronald Reagan was president, “In-
diana Jones & the Temple of Doom” ap-
peared in movie theaters and he was in the
third grade.

The raise increases the annual compen-
sation of supervisors from $3,200 a year to
$5,500. The supervisors gave final approv-
al to the raise by a 4-1 vote with Chairman
Lauren Yoder of Locust Grove casting the
only “no.” Yoder said he had promised his
constituents he would not vote for a raise
for himself while serving as Supervisor.

Supervisors
OK raise;
hold budget
hearing

See RAISE, Page A2

Home Sweet Home
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The Willis home of Chad and Kimberly Quesenberry.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS/COURTESY CHAD AND KIMBERLY QUESENBERRY

Chad and Kimberly Quesenberry (shown above) enjoy a
light-filled living room (above right) and a greenhouse
with a commanding view. (Below right).

See TOUR, Page A3


