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THANK YOU, RONDEL BELCHER, FOR READING
THE FLOYD PRESS!

FLUME FLOWS AGAIN
AT MILL » PAGE B6

Election 2019

You’re Invited to Citizens Telephone Cooperative’s Annual Meeting
Gate 10 to perform beforemeeting

Saturday, October 19, 2019

Floyd County High School Auditorium

Registration begins: 11 am

MEETINGTIME: 12 Noon

Member Prizes43”4KTVandmore!

BY ASHLEY SPINKS
Staff

Certain local and all statewide
candidates who will appear on
the Floyd ballot in November are
required to file periodic cam-
paign finance reports with the
Virginia Department of Elec-
tions.

The latest disclosures were due

Sept. 16, and the reports show
the two Republican candidates
in statewide races far outraising
their Democratic challengers.

Nick Rush, the incumbent
House of Delegates member
from Virginia’s 7th district, cur-
rently has $90,456 cash-on-hand
and raised more than $61,000 in
the period between July 1 and
Aug. 31. Unlike his opponent

Rhonda Seltz, who reported
much more modest fundraising
numbers, Rush received many
donations—nearly 50% of his 57
reported donations—from PACs,
private groups that can aggre-
gate money from several sources
and often represent particular
business, labor or ideological
interests. Rush’s largest PAC do-
nation came from “Betting on

Virginia Jobs,” a single-issue
group that advocates for legisla-
tion allowing casinos in Virginia.
The PAC has donated $10,000 to
Rush this cycle.

Rush also had several contri-
butions come from outside Vir-
ginia—nearly 15% of his total
number, and several donations
from corporate or pharmaceuti-
cal groups, such as Comcast and

Pfizer.
Rhonda Seltz, running for the

same position in the House of
Delegates, couldn’t compete
with Rush’s fundraising. The
Seltz campaign has only $3,400
cash-on-hand—due to far fewer
donations, but also, the nature
of the campaign’s contributors.

BY ASHLEY SPINKS
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The Skyline Soil and Water Conservation
District provides conservation technical as-
sistance and education to protect the soil
and water resources of Floyd, Giles, Mont-
gomery and Pulaski counties.

The district is run by a 10-member board
of directors, two of whom are elected from
Floyd. The county also contributes $13,000
in funding to the district each year. While
typically this race is not competitive, this
year, Floyd County residents have three
choices for two spots on the board.

Jack Lawson

Jack Lawson is an incumbent (currently
serving) board director, as well as the cur-

rent chairman of the
Skyline Board. Lawson
runs a beef cattle opera-
tion in Willis Ridge, and
has been on the Skyline
board for 35 years.

When asked what he
does for fun, Lawson
answered, “Farm work,”
but then added, “I like to
hunt and fish.”

Lawson said his work
on the board is moti-
vated by his personal
interest in water conser-
vation.

“Our real goal is water
conservation, and that’s
a big interest for me,” he
said. “Water’s a resource
that needs to be protect-
ed.”

In Lawson’s view, the main purpose of the
district “is for education on best manage-
ment practices for the farm.”

Although the director position is unpaid,
the district does manage a considerable
amount of money for different practices and
cost-share programs, Lawson explained.

In terms of what he enjoys most about his
work with the Soil and Water Conservation
District, Lawson cited the people—his col-
leagues.

“I enjoy working with the board. It’s a
group of conscientious farmers who care

Leading up
to the election
on Nov. 5, the
Press will be
publishing
candidate pro-
files of those
candidates in
competitive
races, begin-
ning this week
with those
running for
Soil and Water
Conservation
District Direc-
tor.

Three seek
spot on soil
and water
district board

Large-dollar donations propel candidates

Arts & Crafts

WANDA COMBS/FOR THE FLOYD PRESS

Shanna Ward serves up loaded ribbon fries at
the Floyd County Arts and Crafts Festival. She
was one of several food vendors at the event,
sponsored by the Floyd County Woman’s Club
at the high school Saturday and Sunday.

WANDA COMBS/FOR THE FLOYD PRESS

Jasilynn and Renslor, whose family attends the festival every year, enjoy refreshments
with their spiders, courtesy of festival vendors.

WANDA COMBS/FOR THE FLOYD PRESS

Carol Gray, accompanied by her grandchildren – Adah, Ruth, Eve and
Ayla, makes a book purchase from author James Campbell of Tazewell
County. Campbell said he has sold 14,000 copies of his first book, Lu-
ther’s Mule.

WANDA COMBS/FOR THE FLOYD PRESS

Unique dog bandannas from Hayley Reavis (pictured at left) and
her company, Haley and Hound, of Galax, were part of the offer-
ings at the festival.

See SOIL, Page A3

See DONATIONS, Page A3

BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

A Willis man who failed his opportu-
nity to conquer his methamphetamine
addiction through Floyd County’s drug
court left Circuit Court Tuesday on his
way to five years in prison, with 25 more
years hanging over his head if he vio-
lates probation.

Matthew A. Bolt got a chance to get
his life straight last year when Judge
Marc Long ordered him into drug court

on Aug. 14, 2018. Drug court offers of-
fenders a chance to avoid a felony
criminal record if they comply with the
terms of treatment and standards of the
program.

But he got into trouble with meth
again, violated his conditions as a
member of the drug court and Long
terminated him from the program on
April 16 of this year and ordered a pre-
sentencing report.

The judge handed down a total sen-
tence of 30 years with 25 suspended

and five years of probation that begins
when he gets out of prison.

“You had a golden opportunity and
you blew it,” Judge Long told Bolt dur-
ing the sentencing.

In another drug case, a drug enforce-
ment helicopter spotted marijuana
plants at the home Alton Lee Allen Jr.
of Floyd on Aug. 23, 2018, and, during a
search of his property, deputies found a
firearm in his home.

In a plea bargain, the marijuana

Judge:Man blows ‘golden opportunity’

See JUDGE, Page A2


