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School lunches free for Smyth students
BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

Last year’s school lunches cost
students a bit more than $2 a
day. Breakfast was a dollar.
The cost for the coming year?
Nothing. All students will eat for
free.
Smyth’s application for community-wide free meals under

the Community Eligibility Provision through the Nutrition Service of the USDA was approved.
The program was enacted several years ago, giving students
at eligible schools in the county free lunch and breakfast. It
has now been extended to all
schools for the next four years.
The federal government pays
72 percent of the cost and the

county pays 28 percent.
Nearly two-thirds of Smyth’s
student population is eligible for
free and reduced lunches.
The Community Eligibility
Provision is a newer portion of
the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids
Act of 2010, aimed at helping
schools and districts in low-income areas where a majority of
students are eligible for reduced

and/or free meals.
The program allows the school
district to serve breakfast and
lunch to all enrolled students
at no cost without collecting
household applications for reduced or free meals. Normally
parents or guardians at the start
of the school year complete applications for their students to
receive reduced or free meals.

Qualification for the free or reduced meals comes through
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and
Medicaid benefits.
Similar programs allowing all
students free meals are in place
in Lee County and Bristol City

See LUNCHES, Page A3
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BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff
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Bus drivers from Marion (pictured), Chilhowie and Saltville areas attended a special training session on Wednesday at Marion Senior High School to
learn how to respond to a school bus rollover. Instructors included school officials, emergency services personnel and local and state law enforcement.

Bus drivers train for rollover
BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

It actually happened about 20 years ago. A
Smyth County school bus was flipped on its
side in a crash near Chilhowie.
A school official who was on staff at the
time said he recalls that a pickup struck the
bus, breaking its chassis and causing it to
flip and roll several times before coming to
rest against a tree down an embankment.
Dozens of children were on the bus and
many sustained serious injuries, as did the
driver.
This week, Smyth County officials arranged a special training session for bus
drivers to better understand how to deal
with such a situation.
The simulated accident helped prepare
drivers, area emergency responders and
law enforcement officers to respond to potential bus accidents.
The training session was held on Wednesday at Marion Senior High School with an
old surplus bus turned on its side. Pictures
of “victims” were posted in various places
to simulate potential injuries.
Instruction was provided by school officials, emergency services personnel and
local and state law enforcement.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports that an average of 124
people across the country die each year in
school bus accidents.
Local school officials want to prevent ac-

cidents from happening through enhanced
driver training. The mock rollover training
is something new and a way for drivers to
experience the situation of a bus on its side.
Phillip Griffin, coordinator of auxiliary
services for Smyth County Schools, said
watching a video about a crash is one thing,
but seeing a bus turned on its side and go-

ing inside gives drivers a better understanding of the reality.
Drivers at Wednesday’s training commented on what they saw. Plywood flooring
was placed over the windows on the side
of the bus against the ground for people to

See BUS, Page A2
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Photos of “accident victims” were posted inside a school bus turned on its side to simulate a rollover accident for a special training session on Wednesday for county school bus drivers.

Happy
Trails
Taking a hike
on a mountain made for
Hollywood. See
Page B1.

It’s not too late to get some
sand between your toes and do a
little shag dancing at the beach.
Put on your shagging shoes
or just sit back and enjoy the
sounds of the North Tower Band
at the 2nd Beach Bash Against
Cancer next Friday at Hungry
Mother State Park.
Formerly known as the Relay
for Life, the Beach Bash Against
Cancer raises money for the
American Cancer Society to fight
cancer and research a cure, and
also recognizes local survivors
and those who fight the battle
against cancer.
Last year’s inaugural Beach
Bash was a big success, say organizers of the annual Relay for
Life events.
“It was wonderful. Everybody
loved it, and we had a great turnout,” said Erika Newberry, community development manager
with the southeast region of ACS.
“We will have some new things
this year.”
Local organizer Blake Frazier
said survivors will not be asked
to walk on the sand but instead
will gather for a photo and recognition at the event.
“These people are survivors.
They’re fighting cancer. They
have cause to celebrate, and we
want to celebrate with them,”
said Frazier.
Luminaries may be placed
along the edge of the lake and
there will be a new HOPE sign
at the Discovery Center as you
come into the park.
There will be kids’ activities
including an inflatable slide and
games, plus items for sale and
raffles from teams setting up
tents on the beach. A variety of
food including funnel cakes will
be offered by VickyMon’s Fun Ol’
Cake.
There will also be additional
lighting this year. Bring a chair or
blanket and enjoy the music.
“We’re excited about it,” Fra-

See BEACH, Page A2

