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A
BINGDON, Va. — One-
of-a-kind artist creations
are catching shoppers’

eyes at the “Best in Virginia”
Juried Arts and Crafts Show at
the Virginia Highlands Festival
in Abingdon this week.

Schery Collins, of Abingdon,

found just the thing for a friend
who recently added a new cat
to her household: a live, cat-
shaped topiary.

Gardening is more than a
hobby for vendor Rebecca Wil-
lis, whose business is A Living

Art Topiary. The Bean Station,
Tennessee, artist makes the
topiaries, many of which are in
whimsical shapes of animals —
cats, elephants, swans, horses,
turtles, bunnies and even
chickens.

Dog-shaped topiaries are
favorites among her customers.
“I also have a lot of requests for
turtles,” said Willis.

The moss-covered topiaries
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ABINGDON, Va. — Seventeen-
year-old Hannah Johnson has al-
ways had a soft spot for helping
others.

She described herself as a “go-
to person” when her friends have
problems and need to talk. She
even traveled to Clendenin, West
Virginia, in 2016 to help with a
flood recovery program.

So it’s no big surprise that the
youth is choosing a career that
allows her to make a difference.

Johnson, who graduated from
Chilhowie High School this
spring, is one of the first students
to pursue a new career studies
certificate at Virginia Highlands
Community College designed to
meet the rising demand for sub-
stance abuse counseling careers.

With the current opioid cri-
sis, the vocational need for sub-
stance abuse counselors, par-
ticularly in more rural areas, has
increased significantly.

“I’ve had friends and fam-
ily members who struggled with
substance abuse. A lot of people
in the area struggle from it. I have
seen the effects drugs and al-
cohol can have on people. I just
really want to help them,” said
Johnson.

“I care about my community,
and I’m trying to make it better.”

Beginning this fall, the fresh-
man will begin the two-semester
program, focused on preparing
students to secure the Virginia
Certified Substance Abuse Coun-

selor Assistant (CSAC-A) creden-
tial.

Dr. Beth Page, dean of profes-
sional and technical studies at
the community college, antici-
pates 20 to 25 students will be
enrolled in the program this fall,
graduating the first cohort of stu-
dents by spring 2020.

Students who complete the
Substance Abuse Counselor-As-
sistant program and earn their
CSAC-A credential may enter the

job market prepared for a variety
of positions, including substance
abuse counselor-assistant, social
services liaison, case manage-
ment aide, client advocate and
social services paraprofessional.

Classes will be offered during
the evening, Monday through
Thursday, providing students the
ability to complete the certificate
while also working a day job.

BY JOE TENNIS
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

ABINGDON, Va. — Attorneys
across Abingdon railed against
a plan to move operations from
the Washington County Court-
house during a meeting of the
Washington County Bar Asso-
ciation last Wednesday.

A series of attorneys spoke
against the move, saying such
a change would hurt real estate
prices, cause inconvenience and
leave behind empty buildings at
the center of Abingdon.

“It needs to stay where it is,”
said longtime Abingdon attor-
ney Emmitt Yeary.

The current courthouse has
about 48,000 square feet, while
an engineering study says it
needs about 88,000 square feet,
according to County Adminis-
trator Jason Berry.

Berry helped facilitateWednes-
day’s meeting of the Washington
County Bar Association, which
was attended by most members
of the Washington County Board
of Supervisors.

For months, the board has
studied how to address security
issues, space problems and a
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This whimsical topiary is the cat’s meow for customer Schery Collins, right, who purchased the cat-shaped
topiary from Rebecca Willis, a vendor at the Virginia Highlands Festival’s arts and crafts show. Willis, whose
business is “A Living Art Topiary,” will exhibit her work through the end of the festival on Sunday, Aug. 4.

Abingdon
attorneys
vote against
moving
courthouse

See ATTORNEYS, Page A2

See VENDORS, Page A5

VHCC courses certify students
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Hannah Johnson talks with Jan Stout, a Virginia Highlands Community
College success coach, about the classes required for the Substance
Abuse Counselor-Assistant career studies certificate.
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