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Chautauqua ‘22

Silent
auction
to assist
festival
BY JASMINE FRANKS
Staff

Festival-goers will likely experience the annual Chautauqua Festival in its typical form
this year and fundraising efforts are underway to make
that happen.
After a cancelation of the
eight-day festival in 2020 and
a modified version launched
in 2021, organizers expect a return to normalcy for the 2022
festival.
“I think this one is going to be
a good comeback festival and
just a good week of family fun,”
said Stephanie McCroskey, a
board director on the Wythe
Arts Council.
A free event, the festival relies
on sponsors, patrons and fundraisers to finance the fun. An
annual Bingo night typically
brings in thousands of dollars
to fund the festival, McCroskey
said, but new licensing requirements have put that effort on
hold this year.
In place of the Bingo event,
the arts council will instead
hold a silent auction as its first
big fundraiser of the year at the
Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theatre on March 29.
“We’ve got new members on
our board this year that are
coming up with new ideas and
things to do in order to not only
raise money, but promote the
arts in our community,” McCroskey said.
Set to kick off at 5 p.m., the
auction will feature 100 donated items and packages, including art from local artists,
mini sessions with local photographers, tickets to watch
the Salem Red Sox and Pulaski
Turtles, tickets to the Barter
Theatre and tickets to WonderWorks.
McCroskey said the Matterhorn Lounge inside the theatre
may also offer specials on food
and drinks during the event,
and participants will be able to
enjoy appetizers and tunes by
local musician Casey Lewis.
Held the third week of June
since 1985, Chautauqua is a
staple of summer fun in Wythe
County.
“It’s a totally free event that
people can come out and enjoy,” McCroskey said. “It’s open
to everybody and you don’t
have to spend money to do it.”
After the 2020 hiatus, festivalgoers were pleased to see even
the shorter, more limited ver-
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Man convicted of Sheetz arson
From staff reports

Accused of lighting a gasoline
fire inside Wytheville’s Sheetz
store last August, a Michigan
man pleaded guilty to arson
and other charges on Wednesday.
Kyle Wayne Mabe, 41, who
had been living in Wytheville
when he was arrested, will be
sentenced July 20 in Wythe
County Circuit Court.
Police said Mabe poured gas
inside Sheetz and lit it on fire af-

ter his credit card was declined.
A store manager quickly extinguished the blaze, and Mabe
was later captured after police
found him underneath a tractor-trailer near Lowe’s.
While investigating, police
discovered that the Kangaroo
Express not far from Sheetz had
also been burglarized.
In addition to pleading guilty
to arson, Mabe also pleaded
guilty to burglary, felony destruction of property at Sheetz,
petit larceny of a gas can be-

longing to Sheetz, misdemeanor destruction of property for
a window at the Kangaroo and
petit larceny of cigarettes from
the Kangaroo.
Mabe was also convicted of
an unrelated felony drug possession charge, for which he
was free on bond when he committed the other crimes.
Mabe has been held in the
New River Valley Regional Jail
in Dublin since last summer’s
arrest.
Kyle Wayne Mabe
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Dakota Blanchett, 11, a student at Max Meadows Elementary School, practices her swing at Wythe County Sports Complex.

Hitting on health care, sports
BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

A new palliative care company and two
sports complexes are making business
news this week.
Wythe Palliative Care of SWVA
Wythe Palliative Care of SWVA brings
medical care to your home at the request
of your physician. Based in Wytheville near
Wythe County Community Hospital, the
organization started taking patients in the
fall. It is owned by LHC Group, which also
owns Hospice of SWVA and Circle Home
Health.
“But our portion of care is different and
new,” said Debbie Smith, clinical director.
Care is provided to anyone with a seri-

ous illness who could benefit from having a
nurse practitioner visit them in their home.
The NP visits after receiving a referral from
a primary care physician, home health or a
physician’s assistant.
“Our nurse practitioner can see them as
much or as little as they need, depending
on the nursing necessity,” Smith said.
Patients who use the service sometimes
find it physically difficult to visit a doctor’s
office. Others have an illness or don’t want
to venture out because of Covid.
In additionWythe Palliative Care can work
with patients about possible advanced care
needs and look down the road to see what
a patient’s needs and goals are. Employees
can also work with family members about
needs and goals, and also help coordinate

care for the patient.
The nurse practitioner can order medical
equipment, if needed, and write prescriptions.
Wythe Palliative Care bills through Medicare Part B, but will not turn anyone down
based on insurance, Smith said.
“We try to work with every insurance
plan we come across, and try to get a contract with them; some have co-pays, other
don’t,” she said.
Patients under the care of Hospice generally agree to no aggressive treatment,
but those under Palliative Care can have
chemotherapy, surgery, etc., and it will not
conflict with their care, Smith said. The
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Exploring Walker Mountain and
Monster Rock; See today’s B3
and B4

The Wytheville library branch has a
new youth services coordinator; See
today’s Library Notebook on A4
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