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INSIDE
Sports
Outdoorsman Rick
Shortt shares the joy
of scrambling up to
Sharp Top, the sum-
mit of the Peaks of
Otter. Read more on
page B1.

News
Chamber honors
local businesses
and students and
gets an update from
Speyside leaders
at its annual dinner
meeting. Read more
on page A2.

Deaths
Lee Roy DeFriece
Gwendolyn Felty Eddy
Wilma Dean Farrington
Michael Edward Husketh
Karen Ann Jones
Carl “Junior” Parsons Jr.
Irene Quillen Peake
James “Jimmy” Randolph Seymour

Community honors our veterans in
multiple ways. Learn more on B4.
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BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

Middle school education in
Marion will never be the same.

Students and staff at Marion
Middle School were left in shock
last Wednesday evening at the
news of the passing of beloved
civics teacher John King Purifoy.

MMS Principal Kim Williams
described the 57-year-old Puri-
foy as an amazing teacher who
touched the life of every student
he met.

“As an educator, we all want

to make a difference in the lives
of our students,” Williams said.
“Mr. Purifoy touched the lives of
countless students, families and
educators.”

Purifoy, known to his students
affectionately as “Mr. P” was in
his 20th year of teaching. Four-
teen of those years were put in
at MMS, where he began teach-

ing civics in 2006. He quickly be-
came a favorite among students.

“Having him in class was great,
it was fun,” said former student
Charm Batts, now 25. “He al-
ways kept us engaged. He was
very straightforward—he didn’t
sugarcoat anything with us—

BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
Staff

The young woman stood un-
derneath the Crying Tree and
looked up. Later, she looked in-
side and found herself changed
by the experience.

Megan Doody, a member of
Emory & Henry’s Class of ’22, re-
flected, “It was a very humbling
experience to be standing on
the very grounds where a young
slave girl had come to cry.”

Doody was taking part in a
college trip to learn about Civil
Rights and historic struggles
for racial and economic justice
in this region. Before heading
to Greensboro, N.C., the group
stopped in Marion to learn at
the Mount Pleasant Preservation
Society museum and the Crying
Tree.

Another student, Liberty Shep-
pard, acknowledged that she was
learning these history lessons for
the first time. “During my time
visiting Mt. Pleasant, I learned
the history I never knew of the
area I live in. I learned about the
segregation of this area and how
it impacted the lives of so many
people.”

Sheppard, a member of the
Class of ’20, had never contem-
plated the need for a swimming
pool for black individuals be-
cause they weren’t allowed to
swim even at Hungry Mother
State Park before desegregation.

Beginning with a ceremony
Friday, officials hope many other
people will have the opportunity
to learn more about Marion’s Af-
rican-American history.

Three state historical mark-
ers issued by the Virginia De-
partment of Historic Resources
(DHR) will be dedicated Friday.
They will share brief histories
of the Crying Tree, Mt. Pleas-
ant, which began as a Method-
ist church founded by African
Americans during the Recon-
struction era, and Carnegie High
School established for black stu-
dents during the early 1930s.

The markers will be unveiled
sequentially at each one’s loca-
tion beginning at noon on Nov.
15, with the one for Carnegie
High School at 602 Iron Street in
Marion, then moving to the Cry-
ing Tree at 231 Main Street, and
ending at Mount Pleasant at 320
South Main Street.

Marion’s Director of Commu-
nity and Economic Develop-
ment Ken Heath will be joined
by Mayor David Helms, Mount
Pleasant Preservation Associa-
tion President William A. Fields,
and other invited speakers to
lead the ceremonies. All are wel-
come to attend the brief ceremo-

BY GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS
Staff

Chilhowie native Eddie Doss
is sleeping a little later this week
and lingering over his morning
coffee a little longer as he enters
a new chapter in his life. After
almost 45 years as a federal em-
ployee, Doss hung up his mail
carrier’s uniform for the final
time last Friday.

Following his 1974 graduation
from Chilhowie High School,
Doss spent four-and-a-half
years in the U.S. Air Force. When
he returned home, he worked at

the Brunswick Corp. in Marion
and later on a survey crew for
Dewberry and Davis before tak-
ing the Civil Service Test. He was
offered a job with the U.S. Postal
Service and, in February 1981,
he went to work under Postmas-
ter Elmer Rouse at the Marion
Post Office as a dual appointee,
a position the post office no lon-
ger has. He was a clerk/carrier,
he explained.

“I came in at 5 a.m. to unload
the trucks and break the mail
down. I would help case the
mail on the clerk’s side. If need-
ed, I would carry the mail for the

rest of the day,” Doss said.
After about five years as a duel

appointee, Doss made regular
carrier.

“It is a good place to work. I’ve
really enjoyed my time in Mari-
on. It’s hot in summer and cold
in winter. You have to take the
bitter with the sweet. I was able
to provide for my family and
serve as a minister of the gospel
of Jesus Christ. It is a great plat-
form to witness and encourage
people along the way. That’s the
part I’m going to miss. I believe

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

Students can bring a lot of
baggage to school besides book
bags and band instruments.
They may be carrying heavy
hearts, troubled minds and
scars from physical abuse.

Trauma inflicted on children
outside the school setting can
impact their day and their over-
all success. School and law en-
forcement personnel want to
change that.

In connection with the LENS
(Law Enforcement Notifying
Schools) program to help stu-
dents affected by trauma out-
side school, Chilhowie High
School has implemented the
Trauma Informed Care pro-
gram with a goal of helping at-
risk students.

CHS Principal Rocky Baker
and Assistant Principal Kelly
Russell offered a presentation to
the Smyth County School Board
on Monday night about the
TIC program. After completing
the 2018-19 goals of improving
pass rates for English, geometry
and Standards of Learning, and
becoming fully accredited, the
school turned its attention to
overcoming Adverse Childhood
Experiences, or ACE rates.

Baker said teachers were re-
quired this year to submit smart
goals and work with students in
a more personal environment.

Russell said this effort has
produced such positive out-
comes as improved attendance
and grades, better social skills
and participation in class, im-
proved hygiene and overall at-
titudes.

The learning goes beyond
academic, includes the family,
and it is showing in student suc-
cess, said Baker.

“It means so much to us, and
it’s something we’re really in-
volved in,” he said.

“Strong families make strong
students,” said Superintendent
Dr. Dennis Carter. “It is making
a difference. You’re making an

Studying
racial
justice in
Marion
3 markers will be
dedicated Friday

See RACIAL, Page A6

Mr. P’s lessons reached minds, hearts

SUBMITTED PHOTO

John King Purifoy

“He could break barriers and tear down walls of
failure to make his students succeed.”
Ethan Veselik

MMS student

See LESSONS, Page A6
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Friday, Nov. 9, was Eddie Doss’ last day as a mail carrier in Marion. Doss logged in 44 years and eight months as a
federal employee before deciding to retire.

Delivering Blessings

Doss retires after delivering
mail for nearly 45 years

See MAIL, Page A2

Programs
are helping
students
overcome
trauma

See TRAUMA, Page A2


