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Darrell Anderson, BC-HIS

Floyd County Board of Supervisors
P.O. Box 218, Floyd, VA 24091

Floyd County, Virginia, is accepting applications
for a position as Deputy I in the Commissioner of
Revenue’s Office. This position will perform under
the supervision of the Commissioner of Revenue,
a variety of duties supporting office operations.
Applicant should possess a working knowledge of
general office work; various office machines such
as a computer, typewriter, calculator, etc. and have
experience with spreadsheets, data bases and
word processing systems. Applicant should be
a high school graduate or equivalent with at least
two years of clerical experience. Starting salary
is $25,330 of the Floyd County pay plan with full
County benefits.

Reply by State application and resume to the County
Administrator’s Office, P. O. Box 218, Floyd, Virginia
24091, by 4:00 p.m. on July 24, 2019. A full job
description and State application may be obtained
at the County Administrator’s Office.

BY THE ORDER OF THE FLOYD COUNTY BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS
ATTEST Terri W. Morris, County Administrator

Flying

angels

BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

After a long jury trial Tuesday that
had county deputies bringing in
pizza to jurors, a Floyd County jury
of eight men and four women found
Rebecca Jones Richard of Roanoke
guilty of possession of methamphet-
amine with intent to distribute and
conspiracy, recommending a 10-
year prison sentence.

The 42-year-old Richard argued
that she was a victim of a plan
hatched by the man who accom-
panied her to Floyd County before
she was arrested at the Dollar Gen-
eral Store in Check on June 15 of last
year. A Sheriff’s Office investigator
used text messages on cell phones to
implement a sting involving selling

the drugs to raise cash for a car sale.
On the witness stand, Richard told

the court she was “on the run” from
a drug gang in Roanoke.

Testimony by investigator Michael
Wade consumed most of Tuesday’s
day-long trial in Floyd County Cir-
cuit Court. A recording of discus-
sions between Wade and Richard
was also played to the jury.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Eric
Banscom argued that Richard, an
admitted meth addict and seller of
the drug, was a willing participant in
the scheme and was “blaming every-
one but herself” for her actions.

Defense attorney Chris Bowman of
Roanoke argued that his client was
a drug addict who had sold drugs
in the past but was trying to “make

things right” by giving federal pros-
ecutors evidence to shut down the
drug ring she had been involved
with.

He recommended the jury drop
the conspiracy charge and find her
guilty of simple drug possession
without the more serious “distribu-
tion” charge.

Branscom said Richard brought a
dangerous drug into the county with
the intention of selling it.

“She admits being someone who
sold the drugs,” he said. “She also
admits being an addict.”

After a long debate over instruc-
tions, the jury began deliberations
Tuesday at 5:22 p.m. After a question

Ruby Turner Shank, 97, of Floyd, passed away on

Sunday, July 7, 2019, at Lewis-Gale Pulaski Hospital.

She was a member of Harvestwood Covenant

Presbyterian Church, Floyd.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Wade

H. Shank Jr.; parents, Morton and Minnie Turner; and

brothers, Curtis and Darnell Turner.

She is survived by her daughter, Ouida (Albert

Jr.) Poff of Pulaski; sons, Blaine (Brenda) Shank of

Roanoke, and Martin L. Gardner Jr. of Powell, Tenn.; six

grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren; and sister,

Dove Carson of Lemon Grove, Calif.

“Many happy memories remain forever.”

Per Ruby’s request, there was a private graveside

service held with immediate family only.

Arrangements by Maberry Funeral Home, Inc.

Ruby Turner Shank

Jury convicts Roanoke woman on drug charges

See JURY, Page A3

plays on Sunday, along
with Grammy nominated
Margo Price, both out-
standing country singer/
songwriters. Sunday’s ‘fe-
male power line-up’ will
be capped with Lukas Nel-
son and the Promise of the
Real.

Calhoun also mentioned
Grateful Dead’s Phil Lesh
(playing Thursday), refer-
ring to Lesh as a “historic
talent,” and Friday’s Ken-
tucky singer/songwriter
Tyler Childress. “He’s going
to be playing big arenas
before we know it. He sells
out across the country,”
Calhoun said.

Saturday’s headlining
musical performance is

The String Cheese Inci-
dent, “the torch bearer of
the progressive jam band
scene.” They’re sched-
uled to play two back-to-
back sets, leading into the
4th edition of the Buffalo
Mountain Jam collective.
Buffalo Mountain Jam is
special to Floydfest be-
cause they came together
when Greg Allman, who
died in 2017, was sched-
uled to perform but can-

celled due to illness.

With eight stages and
five days (30 percent of
patrons arrive on Wednes-
day) there promises to be
much music to discover
and enjoy and so much
more to see. Calhoun rec-
ommends getting tickets
soon (at Floydfest.com),
as they are close to selling
out. Happy Voyaging.
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Floydfest CO Sam Calhoun at the festival s camp store.

parks and recreation de-
partment as part of the
new budget that took ef-
fect on July 1 and is look-
ing for a new director
after the last one went to
Montgomery County for
more money and better
benefits.

Most counties, towns
and cities in Virginia op-
erate parks departments
as a local government
function. When Floyd
County’s authority voted
to dissolve, it was one of
two such authorities in
the state.

Council members
Wednesday said many
unanswered questions re-
main about how the park
authority will mesh with
the new county depart-
ment. The authority cur-
rently has debts and is re-
structuring its accounts.

Kendra Edgall, elected
last month as chair of
the authority, introduced
herself to the council and
supervisors at their meet-
ings in June, saying she
is working on 30-60-90
day plans and pledged to
work with both the coun-
ty and town.

At her meeting with su-
pervisors in June, Edgall
said the authority hopes
to concentrate on pro-
grams for children and
leave athletic events to
the new county depart-
ment. The authority
currently owns the park,
buildings and athletic
equipment. She said the
authority hopes to set
rates for the county to pay
to use the facility.

At the authority’s meet-
ing Monday, Edgall said
she is developing plans
and hopes to have them
to authority members
before the joint meeting
with the council and su-
pervisors.

Griffin said he hopes

the town can work with
Edgall.

“We will try to help,” he
said.

In another matter,
council made no chang-
es, for the time being,
on how vendors can and
cannot operate within
Warren G Lineberry Park.

Current regulations for
events in the park allow
some sales of food and
other limited activities
by the fire and rescue
squads, but commercial
vending is not allowed.

At a June meeting, mu-
sician and retired attor-
ney Alan Graf asked for
changes in how vendors
could display and sell
merchandise at a music
event scheduled for this
fall. Musicians, he said,
prefer to sell CDs and
marketing merchandise
at their appearances.

Council member Bruce
Turner suggested the
council could look at
changes in future events
but suggested events al-
ready under contract
should follow the rules in
place.

“I’m not inclined to see
merchandise sold in the
park,” Patton said.

Graf was out of town for
the Fourth of July holi-
day and did not attend
the meeting Wednesday.
The council is expected
to continue discussion on
the matter at the second
meeting of the month,
slated for July 18.

The council met in a
closed-door “executive
session” to discuss per-
sonnel issues. After re-
turning to open session,
the council approved a
raise in hourly rates for
public works employees
of the town, with a new
top rate of $16.50 an hour.

Council
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Lewis from his jail cell in
New River Correctional
Center to the judge, prose-
cutor and media, claiming
he is a “victim of a conspir-
acy” who needs a new trial.

Several of the letters
have said he would “take
care of” the judge, pros-
ecutor and Floyd Press
reporter covering the trial
once he gets out of prison.

Branscom said he in-
tends to introduce the let-
ters as part of the record
in the sentencing, along
with the pre-sentence
report compiled by the
county probation office.
His office also has record-
ings and transcripts from

phone calls between Lew-
is and relatives where he
threatens to “disrupt” the
sentencing hearing.

After the jury sentenced
him in February, Lewis
first said he accepted the
sentence because “Je-
sus is next to me” in the
courtroom, but when
Brancom asked about an
earlier threat, he shouted
obscenities at the pros-
ecutor and added “I’m a
mountain man and you
are nothing but a lawyer!”

Lewis remained quiet in
court Tuesday.

Kellerman is the third
appointed attorney for
Lewis, who also planned
-- for a time – to be his
own counsel.

The Lewis sentenc-
ing was expected to be

the main case before the
court Tuesday in what
was also the first day
of the new court term
with a county grand jury
meeting to consider in-
dictments. The final in-
dictments handed down
are sealed until they are
served and are not ex-
pected to be released un-
til next week.

In another cases Tues-
day:

Judge Long initially set
a quick trial for Kerby
Cornell DeHart on drug
and firearms charges af-
ter the defendant balked
at accepting a waiver of
the state’s quick trial re-
quirement but after con-
sulting with his attorney
agreed to the waiver and
the judge reset trial for

Oct. 21.
Joseph Warren Gal-

limore of Indian Valley
sought release on bond
while awaiting an Aug. 27
hearing for violating pro-
bation on a grand larceny
conviction, but the judge
denied bail;

Long also denied bail for
Rita Diane Huff on proba-
tion violation hearing on
an unlawful wounding
conviction hearing set for
Sept. 19.

The judge did grant a
$5,000 secured bond for
Jim Cecil Lemon of Floyd
while he awaits trial for
violating a pretrial condi-
tion from an assault and
battery case.

A number of other cases
were continued.
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but would replace existing
debts with reduced plans
of interest of 2.5 or 3 per-
cent.

The board received both
plans for review with ac-
tion planned in the com-
ing months.

The revised outlines
from the School Board and
the financial consultants
came on a long day of ac-
tivities and actions in the
first day of the new fiscal
year that began on July 1.

The board met twice in
closed door sessions to
review candidates to fill
an unexpired term on the
Economic Development
Board before naming Jim
Newland of Floyd to the
position.

Little River Supervisor
Linda Kuchenbuch called
the list of candidates
“well qualified” and said

County
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the board had to decide
among a good list.

In other actions affecting
the school system, Super-

visors approved a transfer
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