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Griffith talks
about rare earth
elements. See A4

Hot Dog

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

The Wythe-Grayson Regional
Library branches in Wytheville
and Rural Retreat are gearing
up for a summer of reading, fun,
music and, maybe, a little mys-
tery.

Programs and events for all
ages are on tap at the two librar-

ies throughout the summer.
Two of those events include an
author talk from cozy mystery
writer Gayle Trent in Wytheville
and a visit from actor, singer and
storyteller Eugene Wolf in Rural
Retreat.

As part of the Wytheville li-
brary’s Adult Summer Reading
Program, participants will hear
from Trent on June 11.

The Virginia author writes
the Daphne Martin Cake Mys-
tery series. The first of the Cake
Mysteries features a heroine
who is starting her life over in
Southwest Virginia after a nasty
divorce. Back in her hometown,
she plans to compete in the lo-
cal cake competition, but when
a foul-mouthed celebrity chef
turns up dead, the evidence

points to her. To clear her name,
Daphne must find the real kill-
er—and find a way to win the
cake competition.

Under her pseudonyms Gayle
Leeson and Amanda Lee, Trent
also writes the Down South Café
Mystery series and the Embroi-
dery Mystery series.

Other program appearances
include local author Zach Cool-

ey and musicians Nate Mont-
gomery and Adam Musick.

On June 14, Wolf will kick off
the Rural Retreat library’s sec-
ond year of Summer Nights at
the Gazebo Concert Series.

The celebrated entertainer
will tell stories and sing songs,
many of which come from his

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Christian music artist Ryan Ste-
venson will headline The Bland
Ministry Center’s annual Bear Jam
concert Saturday at the Appala-
chian Regional Exposition Cen-
ter. And, thankfully, he will have
enough equipment to put on an
entertaining show.

He couldn’t say that a few weeks
ago when he and his band woke up

after wrapping up their West Coast
tour to find that they van and trailer
had been stolen from a hotel park-
ing lot as they slept.

“We lost literally everything, and
none of our insurances are covering
the loss,” he wrote on social media.

Stevenson’s home church in Boi-
se, Idaho, came to the rescue with
an online giving campaign, and
in five days band members had
enough money to replace their
equipment.

“We’ve had some people asking
about it, but he is definitely still
coming,” said Susan Keene project
coordinator for the ministry center.
“It will still go off without a hitch.
He’s coming, and he’ll have what he
needs; it’s good.”

She said that the concert’s pro-
motion company, SRO Productions
out of Roanoke, is helping round up
any equipment that the band has

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff reports

The stage is set for the
Crooked Road’s Fifth An-
nual Mountains of Music
Homecoming scheduled
to kick off June 7.

The nine-day celebra-
tion highlights Southwest
Virginia’s culture, history,
arts and crafts, cuisine,
outdoor activities and,
of course, music. With
the theme “Let the Music
Move You,” many of the
scheduled events explore
the deep-rooted connec-
tions between traditional
dance and music.

“The goal of the Home-
coming is to provide at-
tendees with a deeper
appreciation and under-
standing of the fascinat-
ing history and culture
of Southwest Virginia,”
said Crooked Road Ex-
ecutive Director Jack Hin-
shelwood.

Wythe County is among
40 communities across the
region to join in on the cel-
ebrations.

In Rural Retreat, guests
will hear live old-time fa-
vorites performed by local
JAM kids, Jim Lloyd, Casey
Lewis and Shadowgrass at
the depot on June 12 as the
farmer’s market opens for
the season.

On June 8 and 15, the
Big Walker Lookout and
Big Walker Country store
will present Mountain Top
Music. June 8 will bring
bluegrass music from the
Davis Bradley Duo. On
June 15 the gospel sounds
of Hollow Ground will be
brought to the porch. Hot
dogs, snacks and ice cream
will be available for pur-
chase at both events.

Other Homecoming
concerts throughout the
region include those by

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Skeeter’s World Famous Hotdogs has a
new owner, and the Skeeterdog is still on the
menu.

Wytheville residents Dale and Debbie
Clark, along with their son, David, recently
purchased the iconic business from longtime
Skeeter’s owners Bill and Farron Smith, who
will remain as owners of the historic building
in which the restaurant is located.

“At the moment, we are not changing too
much,” David Clark said. “The menu won’t
look a whole lot different; we’ll keep the Skee-
ter dogs and the pink weenies. We will focus

on the fact that it’s a hot dog joint. There’s a
lot of nostalgia and history there, so that is
what we are focusing on.”

Debbie Clark said her family is privileged
to be a part of the one of Wytheville’s great
traditions. “We will do our best to honor the
legacy that Bill and Farron have passed on to
us,” she said.

The Smiths said they are confident that
Skeeter’s is in the hands of a family that will
preserve its legacy.

“Interest in purchasing this long-estab-
lished business came from hot dog lovers
from six states and D.C.,” Bill Smith said. “All
the folks interested were notable and had ties

to Wytheville and fond memories of Skeeter’s.
We believe the Clarks are a great fit to con-
tinue the Skeeter’s legacy. It is important to
us that the new owners are local folks and will
be involved with Skeeter’s personally.”

Skeeter’s is Clark’s second downtown busi-
ness. He plans to open Seven Sisters Brew-
ery in the old R.P. Johnson building later this
summer.

Clark said he will manage the day-to-day
operations of Skeeter’s.

“Mom and Dad will pop in there every once
in a while,” he said.

Music, reading, fun on tap for libraries

Annual

concerts

kick off

June 7

See CONCERTS, Page A3

Historic hot dog stand sells

Christianmusic concert set for APEXCenter

See LIBRARIES, Page A3

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bill and Farron Smith recently sold Skeeter’s World Famous Hotdogs to Dale, Debbie and David Clark. From left, David Clark, Farron Smith and Debbie Clark.

If you go
What: Ryan Stevenson

will headline Saturday’s
Bear Jam concert.

Where: Appalachian
Regional Exposition Center

Cost: $10 in advance,
$15 at the door

When: 6:30 p.m.
Contact: www.tickets.

com

New owner pledges to honor Skeeter’s history and legacy

See APEX, Page A2

See HOT DOG, Page A2


