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Bland County High School
snagged an honor in June with
the Virginia Department of Edu-
cation.

BCHS was among 183 Virginia
schools recognized with a Con-
tinuous Improvement Award
under the VDOE’s Exemplar Per-
formance School Recognition

Program. The award recognizes
schools that saw improvement
to test scores, decreases in ab-
senteeism and dropout rates
and increases to graduation
rates for the 2017-18 school year.

“I congratulate the principals,
teachers, support staff and stu-
dents of all of these schools for
their academic successes and
hard work these awards repre-
sent,” said Superintendent of

Public Instruction James Lane.
Bland County Schools Super-

intendent Scott Meade said the
school system was honored to
have Lane visit BCHS earlier this
year.

“We were lucky enough to
have him visit us and now we get
this from him,” Meade said. “It’s
a huge honor. We’re a very small
school system and it takes all of
our children to achieve to get to

where we need to be.”
The certificate was present-

ed at the June 25 school board
meeting.

The Continuous Improvement
Award is heavily based on SOL
test scores. While student per-
formance at the high school fell
slightly in math for the 2017-18
school year, it rose in other ar-
eas. The school saw a 90 percent
pass rate in reading, 77 percent

in writing, 79 percent in math,
88 percent in science and 92 per-
cent in history.

Meade said educators and
students had been working to
improve those scores and he
expects to see further improve-
ment from the 2018-19 school
year.

“This is a team effort,” he said.
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The Bland United Methodist Circuit
has a new pastor. Darlene Marshall
preached her first sermon Sunday.

She replaces Pastor Kevin Richard-
son, who was promoted to the St. Paul/
Fort Gibson charge in Wise County
after serving the Bland Circuit for five
years. Richardson’s wife, Samantha, re-
cently completed the requirements for
a nurse practitioner degree.

The Bland United Methodist Cir-
cuit is made of Bland United Method-
ist Church, Central United Methodist
Church and Trinity United Methodist
Church.

Marshall has been in the ministry for
22 years. Her first appointment was in
Pulaski and lasted eight years. Next,
she served in Radford for the New River
Circuit for seven years, and most re-
cently she was in the Floyd Circuit for
seven years.

In Pulaski, she was pastor of two
churches. In Radford and Floyd cir-
cuits both have three churches, as does
Bland.
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A choir from Appalachian Bible
College will perform a concert
and host a laser tag party Thurs-
day and Friday at Mechanicsburg
Christian Church.

The 2019 Gospel Heralds, a
nine-member ensemble, will
present “Our God is Great &
Mighty,” a collection of sacred
music praising the greatness of
God, Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
church.

On Friday at 6 p.m. in the Joe
and Doris Carr Family Life Cen-
ter, the students will present “Aim
True,” a youth event that features
laser tag, a Bible challenge, prizes
and pizza. This youth night will
challenge teens to set their sights
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The Bland Ministry Center
is expanding its dental op-
erations into Wythe County.

Through funding provided
by the Wythe-Bland Founda-
tion, the ministry will open
a new dental practice in
the lower level of the Brock
Hughes Medical Center in
Wytheville.

In May, the ministry re-
ceived $166,000 from the
Wythe-Bland Foundation to
open a new facility that will
address the unmet dental
needs of Wythe County’s un-
insured and underinsured
population.

Travis Jackson, chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Wythe-
Bland Foundation said,
“Poor oral health is a big
problem for seniors and chil-
dren in our community and
all across the country. We are
seeing an incredible need for
dental services from our se-
niors, some of whom haven’t
seen a dentist in decades,
because they simply couldn’t
afford it.”

Jackson went on to say
that if access for seniors isn’t
improved, more will seek
emergency room treatment
instead of in dental clinics.

He also said that many
children had never been to a
dentist.

“Oral issues that could
have been avoided become
worse,” he said. “The Wythe-
Bland Foundation is pleased
to provide funding to ad-
dress this issue.”

Susan Keene, the ministry
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Darlene Marshall settles into her new digs in Bland County, after preaching her first sermon in the Bland
United Methodist Circuit.
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Appalachian Bible College’s Gospel Heralds will perform on Thursday and Friday and host a laser tag party.
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