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Citing a declining enrollment
crunch, Wytheville Community
College announced Tuesday
that it would be laying off 18
employees – 16 full-time and
two part-time.

The move comes amid a reor-
ganization that will also leave
vacant five positions in admin-
istration, faculty and support
staff.

Most of the 16 full-time posi-

tions will be eliminated at the
end of the year. The part-time
jobs will be shed by the end of
the month. The positions come
from administration, teaching
and support staff.

“We sincerely regret this de-
cision,” WCC President Dean
Sprinkle said in a release.“These
individuals have been loyal em-
ployees; unfortunately, without
increased sustained enrollment
growth, the college budget can-
not sustain all of the positions
that we have.”

In a Sept. 26 email to faculty
and staff, Sprinkle told college
employees that despite efforts
to increase enrollment, the col-
lege was unable to generate suf-
ficient revenue to fund current
operations.

“Because personnel costs
make up the majority of the
overall budget, we are unable
to balance the budget and po-
sition the college for the future
without layoffs and a major
college-wide reorganization,”
he wrote.

Several factors contributed
to the shortfall, Sprinkle said.
He noted that since 2010-11,
the college has seen a decrease
of more than 900 full-time stu-
dents. Meanwhile, he said, high
school enrollment is dropping
off, following a steady decline
in population. Sprinkle also

cited an increase in the number
of high school students taking
dual enrollment courses.

“WCC’s state funding is based
on a three-year enrollment av-
erage,” Sprinkle explained in
the release, “so for a few years
resources from previous years
were available to help cover
tuition losses from year to year
declining enrollment. “

Sprinkle noted that the col-
lege had left vacant positions
unfilled whenever possible, re-
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Student losses prompt WCC to cut jobs
Population decline cited as significant factor

LINDA BURCHETTE/SMYTH COUNTY NEWS & MESSENGER

Chilhowie Mighty Warriors Marching Band welcomed a canine fan during the Chilhowie Community Apple Festival
parade on Saturday. The pooch was sporting a Warriors “jacket” and could be seen later on at the stadium as the
festival queens were announced. Thousands gathered in Chilhowie for the weekend festival that also included a
band festival, craft booths, agricultural exhibits and children’s activities. See more photos of festival activities on
page A6.

“Unfortunately,

personnel costs are

the largest part of the

overall budget, and we

have reached a point

where we can no longer

balance the budget

without significant

changes.”

Dean
Sprinkle

Staff Reports

A joint effort between the
Smyth, Wythe and Grayson
county sheriff’s offices is be-
lieved to have effectively shut
down a tri-county theft ring last
week.

Smyth County Sheriff Chip
Shuler said a Sugar Grove man
has been charged in the thefts
and at least three others who are
being held on other charges will
likely face similar charges.

The Smyth agency began in-
vestigating a string of larcenies
in the Camp area of Sugar Grove
more than two months ago,
Shuler said. The Grayson County
Sheriff’s Office had been inves-
tigating similar thefts in the Elk
Creek area.

ATVs, lawnmowers, power
tools and other high-dollar piec-
es of equipment were reported
stolen in the two counties.

The investigation led police to
a home on Dry Road in Speed-
well, where, according to a
search warrant, police recovered
a collection of stolen items, in-
cluding lawn equipment, power
tools, a generator, an air com-
pressor and a microwave, among
other items. The Wythe County
Tactical Team executed the war-
rant.

A search warrant executed
in Grayson County recovered
similar items, including ATVs, a
motorcycle, lawn care items and
other equipment.

The combined value of the
recovered items is estimated at
$50,000.

Wythe County Sheriff’s Maj.
Anthony Cline said Wythe Coun-
ty didn’t appear to have any
thefts related to the ring, but he
believes the items were brought
to the area for distribution.

Shuler said about half of the
homes robbed in the Camp area
were seasonal dwellings like
hunting cabins. He expects to
have even more larceny reports
as autumn progresses.

“Until hunting season kicks in,
we probably won’t even know

Suspected
tri-county
theft ring
broken up
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Despite the record-breaking heat, thousands
gathered in Chilhowie over the weekend for the
66th Chilhowie Community Apple Festival, enjoy-
ing music, arts and crafts, agricultural exhibits,
football and more.

Events began the weekend before with beauty
pageants for all ages and the Apple Festival Queen
was crowned this past Saturday following the pa-
rade. Miss Apple Festival for 2019 is Leah Cullop
of Holston. Her court included Brooklyn Cannon,
1st runner up; Ebby Campbell, 2nd runner up; Dana
Hurley, 3rd runner up; Natalie Woods, 4th runner
up; and Madison Cannon.

The parade took place Saturday morning with
decorative floats honoring the theme of “Moun-
tain Splendor.” Also honored were the grand mar-
shals, the families of Will Walker and Lucas Dow-
ell.

Walker, 30, a high school agriculture teacher
who was killed in a farming accident in Septem-
ber 2018, and Dowell, 28, a Virginia state trooper
killed in the line of duty this past February, were
friends growing up and are remembered fondly by
their Chilhowie community.

Thursday included the weekly farmer’s mar-
ket, with a new structure under construction and
named for Walker as the Will Walker Farmers Mar-
ket & Community Pavilion; a youth league football
jamboree, and the entering of exhibits. Food and
craft vendors opened on Friday in the park named
for Dowell as the Lucas B. Dowell Memorial Park,
there was a performance by the high school cho-
rus, and a football game between the Chilhowie
Warriors and Northwood High School Panthers.

Saturday offered the parade, crowning of the
festival queen, and a high school band competi-
tion, and Sunday included a pet show and chil-
dren’s activities.

There was something for everyone and every age
with apples and agricultural products in abun-
dance, arts and crafts, and the Iron Mountain
Tractor Club Antique Tractor and Engine show of-
fering a look at agricultural tools of the past.

“The theme of ‘Mountain Splendor’ reflects not
only the splendor of the mountains themselves,
but also the splendor of the mountain commu-
nities with their rich heritage of diverse cultures
that makes our area so unique,” said Rebecca
Wilkinson-Smith and Vicki Wilson, co-presidents
of the festival committee. “Just as the mountains
have withstood the forces of nature and retained
their beauty, these communities have endured
hardships and loss yet remained steadfast in their
spirit of faith and hope.”

Band competition attendees were treated to a
spectacular display of music and creativity in the
67th annual Chilhowie Apple Festival Band Com-
petition. Bands came from high schools in Smyth
County as well as a number of surrounding coun-
ties and states. There were 22 bands competing
for top awards and exhibition performances from
the hosting bands of Chilhowie High School and
Emory & Henry College.

Results included superior ratings for Marion,
Rural Retreat, Bland, Fort Chiswell, Patrick Henry
and excellent ratings for Northwood and others
from Class A1 to Class 6A. The lower diversion
champion was Grayson County High School. The
upper diversion champion, and grand champion,
was Unicoi High School.

Celebrating ‘Mountain Splendor’
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With the 2019 election just
a month away, local and state
candidates are busily cam-
paigning in Smyth County.

Smyth County voters will go
to the polls on Nov. 5 to choose
their constitutional officers
along with representatives on
the board of supervisors and
school board plus state dele-
gates in the 5th and 6th districts
and state senators in the 38th

and 40th districts.
In the state elections, in-

cumbent Republican Israel
O’Quinn of Bristol is unchal-
lenged in the 5th House dis-
trict. In the 6th House district,
incumbent Republican Jeff
Campbell is being challenged
by Democrat Jim Barker, both
of Smyth County.

Republican Todd Pillion of
Abingdon and Independent
Ken Heath of Marion will vie
for a seat in the 40th Senate
district to replace outgoing
Republican Bill Carrico.

Ben Chafin, Republican, of
Lebanon, is seeking re-elec-
tion in the 38th Senate district,
which covers a small part of
Smyth County (part of Saltville
and North Fork districts). He is
challenged by George McCall,
Independent, of Cedar Bluff.

In Smyth County, the fol-
lowing are seeking election.

Constitutional officers:
Commonwealth’s Attorney

– Roy Evans, Democrat incum-
bent;

Sheriff – Chip Shuler, Demo-
crat incumbent; Kevin Tester-
man, Republican;

Commissioner of Revenue –
Jeff Richardson, Democrat in-
cumbent;

Treasurer – Tom Burkett,
Democrat incumbent;

Soil & Water Directors –
Charles E. “Billy” Bear Jr. of

County
races set as
election
draws near
Voter registration
deadline approaching
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