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WCC student
achievement
honored. See A5

Donation
Engraved silver
ware, goblets do-
nated to center.
See Page B5.

Observing
Catching up

with old friends
at the Chautau-
qua festival. See
Page A4.

Racing
County,

local drivers
back in ac-
tion on the
dirt. See B1

BY AMY FRIEDENBERGER
Roanoke Times

A new law that set in mo-
tion the process of making
upgrades to Interstate 81 went
into effect on Monday.

The transportation pack-
age, which includes a gaso-
line tax hike on counties in
and around the I-81 corridor
is expected to raise $280 mil-
lion per year, with about $150
of that funding improvements
on the interstate. The rest

of the money will go toward
transportation infrastructure
needs elsewhere in the state.

The Virginia General As-
sembly met Jan. 9 to Feb. 24,
and reconvened in April to
consider amendments or
vetoes of legislation by Gov.
Ralph Northam. One of those
amended bills was the I-81
package, and like most legisla-
tion approved by the legisla-
ture and signed by the gover-
nor, it goes into effect Monday.

The General Assembly re-

turns to Richmond on July 9
for a special session Northam
called to consider gun-related
legislation in the wake of the
May 31 mass shooting at a
Virginia Beach government
building.

With the I-81 initiative, most
of the revenues will come from
increased registration fees for
trucks, based on their weight
and wear on roadways, as well
as higher taxes on diesel fuel,
at the pump and through a
North American compact that

reimburses states for inter-
state truck travel.

The road tax will increase
by 10 cents per gallon in two
phases — one starting July 1
and another a year later. In
mid-2021, the tax on diesel
fuel at the pump will rise 6.8
cents per gallon.

I-81 carries 41 percent of
interstate truck travel in Vir-
ginia, so it will receive the big-
gest share of the revenue from

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

The town of Wytheville now has
more leverage to tamp down repeat-
ed criminal activity occurring on real
properties within town limits.

An ordinance passed in late May
allows town officials to hold prop-
erty owners accountable for ongoing
“criminal blight,” which poses a risk
to the community, said town attorney
Chris Menerick.

The ordinance is intended to reduce
crime by requiring property owners to
make certain changes to deter repeat-
ed criminal activity on their proper-
ties once they’ve been notified by the
town.

“Hopefully, this will tackle some of
the drug problem and tackle some
properties the police department has
repeat calls to,” Menerick said.

The ordinance defines criminal
blight as “a condition existing on real
property that endangers the public
health or safety of residents of the
town.” Specifically, the ordinance

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Wythe County has a new registrar. Len-
non Counts took over for retiring Wythe
County Director of Elections and General
Registrar Carolyn King on Monday. Previ-
ously, Counts worked as a deputy clerk in
the office of the Wythe County Clerk of
Circuit Court.

As voter registrar and director of elec-
tions, Counts is responsible for register-
ing qualified voters, maintaining voter
registration records used in elections,
coordinating elections and acting as a re-
source regarding voter registration, elec-
tions and elected officials.

Lennon is a graduate of James Madi-
son University, where he earned a degree
in public administration. He served 3.5

years in the circuit clerk court’s office be-
fore applying for the registrar position.
The Wythe County Electoral Board ap-
points the registrar for four-year terms.

He said his years in the clerk’s office will
be helpful.

“I’ve always called the clerk’s office the
grocery store of government,” he said.
“Whatever you need, you usually have to
go through that office”.

Counts recently attended an annual
conference for registrars to help familiar-
ize him with the position.

“There’s a lot that goes on throughout
the year, and I have to learn that process,”
he said. “This is a better way for me to
continue serving the citizens of Wythe
County.”

King served more than 26 years in the

registrar’s office. She was appointed reg-
istrar in 2012 after serving 18 years as the
assistant registrar. The assistant registrar
position is open, and Counts is working
to fill it.

She said the favorite part of the job was
working with the public.

“I will miss seeing everyone,” she said.
“But I think Lennon Counts will do a
good job. He has got to meet some of the
regional registrars that will help him if he
needs it.”

King is a native of Ivanhoe. She and her
husband, Jerry, who is also retired, recent-
ly purchased a horse trailer with living
quarters and plan to travel in the coming
years. They also have two young grand-
daughters who like to fish, so they will be
casting lines with them.

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

A Wythe County school
snagged a top honor in June
with the Virginia Department of
Education.

Rural Retreat Elementary
School was among 52 Virginia
schools to receive the High-
est Achievement Award for the

2017-18 school year under the
VDOE’s Exemplar Performance
School Recognition Program.
The awards program is aligned
with the Board of Education’s
revised accreditation standards.

“I congratulate the principals,
teachers, support staff and stu-

dents of all of these schools for
their academic successes and
hard work these awards repre-
sent,” said Superintendent of
Public Instruction James Lane.

The award is primarily based
on SOL scores. The elementary
school had a 96 percent pass

rate in reading, 98 percent in
math, 100 percent in science
and 95 percent in history.

“We’re excited,” said Rural Re-
treat Elementary Principal Alan
Rouse. “It’s good to see the hard
work that our teachers put in
and the hard work that our stu-

dents put in—it’s good to see
that they get some recognition
for that.”

Last year, the elementary
school was recognized with the
VDOE’s Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award. Rouse attributes
the success to the focus the
school puts on each individual

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Back in the 1980s and 1990s, yuppie
families wanted big homes with big
rooms and lots of yard. Remember
McMansions? But times change along
with taste and today, minimalism is
in. Families want to take up less space
and use fewer resources. Small homes
are in.

Taking note of the trend, the Wy-
theville Town Council on June 24 ad-
opted amended ordinances to allow
small residential plots and new small
homes in certain areas of town.

Another popular trend concerns
travelers and visitors who wish to
forgo motel and hotel rooms in favor
of staying at someone’s home. Home-
stays are a popular form of lodging
where visitors sleep in homes of resi-
dents of the town that they are visit-
ing.

The Town Council also passed a re-
vised ordinance to allow and regulate

Rural Retreat Elementary honored
School among 52 to receive highest achievement award

Council
clears way
for smaller
homes, lots

Ordinance
aiming to
reduce crime
in town
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Lennon Counts, right, is Wythe County’s new general registrar. He replaces Carolyn King, left, who retired Friday.

Counts takes reins as registrar

New laws for drivers, drinkers and smokers
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