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Nearly two years after virtual
meetings and online schooling
became the norm, some rural
areas are still trying to piece
together internet access. New
funding from the Federal Com-
munications Commission’s
Emergency Connectivity Fund
Program will help bolster that
effort just a tiny bit further.

Wythe County Public Schools
was among 107 Virginia school
districts and library systems
selected for the grant to help
close the “homework gap” for
students who don’t have inter-
net access.

School Superintendent Wes
Poole said a large chunk of the
nearly $114,000 in funding will
be used to purchase additional
MiFi routers to provide mobile
hotspots for students who can
get cellular service at home.

“Those are through cellular
providers. It’s easier to get cell
service in some of these places
where they could not get inter-
net connection,” Poole said.

Although students returned
to full-time in-person instruc-
tion at the beginning of this
school year, Poole said having
access at home is still impor-
tant to education nowadays. If
a student gets sick or has an ex-
posure to COVID-19, they have
to quarantine at home. At other
times, homework assignments
also require access to the inter-
net.

“There are still things that
they can use those for,” he
said. “The biggest issue that we
have now is making sure that if
they are quarantined or other
things, they can still have ac-
cess to that information.”

Earlier on in the pandemic,
the schools used Elementary
and Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER) funding
to purchase other technolo-
gies to support online learning.
Poole said the school system
had already begun purchasing
Chromebooks for students to
use at home before the pan-
demic struck, so they were
ahead of the game in that re-
spect.

Some of the ESSER grants
were also used to fund summer
programs and additional in-
structor positions to help catch
up students who fell behind
during online learning.

“The federal government has
poured a lot of money into edu-
cation over the last 18 months,
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A December trial date has
been set for a wanted Rural Re-
treat man who was captured
earlier this month by police af-
ter a vehicle and foot chase in
Wytheville.

Tyler Lee Cleveland, 29, was
arrested on Nov. 5 shortly after
an off-duty state trooper saw
him at Sheetz and knew he
was wanted on probation vio-
lation charges, according to a
Wytheville Police Department
press release.

Police said Cleveland had just
driven his truck out of Sheetz’s

parking lot when officers ar-
rived, but they stopped him
a short dis-
tance away.

“ U p o n
contact with
C l e v e l a n d ,
officers ad-
vised him he
was wanted
for probation
v i o l at io n ,”
the release
said. “Cleveland then sped
away from officers.”

Police chased Cleveland, but
he wrecked his truck at the in-
tersection of Fisher Road and

East Spiller and abandoned it.
“A citizen, not knowing what

was going on, called and report-
ed a suspicious person ‘acting
weird’ on the historic Loretto
Mansion property,” the release
said. “Cleveland was appre-
hended a short time later, hid-
ing in bushes on the…property
when a Virginia State trooper
spotted his tracks in the frost-
covered grass.”

Town police charged Cleve-
land with misdemeanor de-
struction of property, driving
on a suspended license, misde-
meanor eluding police and fail-
ing to stop or yield when enter-

ing a highway. His trial date has
been set for Dec. 13.

According to court records,
Cleveland was also wanted in
Circuit Court on probation vio-
lation allegations.

He was placed on probation
after convictions for drug pos-
session, drug distribution and
firearm larceny, among others.

He also has a pending misde-
meanor eluding police charge
in Wythe County General Dis-
trict Court, according to court
records. His trial date is Dec. 15.

Cleveland is being held in the
New River Valley Regional Jail in
Dublin.
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U.S. Air Force veteran Jim Cox began his
Veterans Day address with some statistics:
there are more than 19 million veterans in
the United States, 677,533 in the common-
wealth and 2,240 veterans in Wythe County.

“I wish they were all here today so we
could tell them how much we appreciate
them,” said Cox, emeritus chaplain for the
Wythe County Sheriff’s Office.

Cox made the remarks during the town
of Wytheville’s annual Veterans Day Cer-
emony Thursday morning at the Wytheville
Meeting Center.

He said he has stood his ground as a pa-
triot since he was 3 years old and wanted to

wear a uniform from an early age.
Three days after graduating from George

Wythe High School in 1959, he joined the
Air Force.

America was founded by people search-
ing for freedom and facing great odds,
harsh weather and people who did not
want them here, Cox said. To make matters
worse, the British rulers wanted to extend
their power onto U.S. soil.

Finally, the people had had enough and
fought for their freedom.

“The price was heavy,” Cox said, adding
that nearly 7,000 American soldiers died
fighting in the Revolutionary War; another
17,000 soldiers – most in prisoner of war
camps - are estimated to have died from
disease.

From that conflict grew the most power-
ful country on earth and the protector of
freedom around the world, Cox added.

Today, 245 years later, there is anti-Amer-
icanism in the country, and some people
want to re-write the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights. Patriotism is not taught in
many schools today, Cox said. And the na-
tion might pay the price.

“A generation taught to hate our country
will refuse to defend it,” he said, adding he
is thankful for parents, teachers and others
who are willing to stand up for what is right
and defend America.

It is our veterans who protect our free-
dom, Cox said.

To contact reporter Millie Rothrock, call 276-228-6611,
ext. 573, or email mrothrock@wythenews.com.
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During Thursday’s Veterans Day observance, members of the Wythe County JROTC presented the colors.


