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YOU NEED TO KNOW

WHAT’S INSIDE?

Gilliam Foundation
donates grant for
students
Great expectations may be a
little easier to achieve for some
students at area colleges thanks
to a grant from the Richard and
Leslie Gilliam Foundation.
The foundation is partnering
with Southwest Virginia Com-
munity College, Virignia High-
lands Community College,
Mountain Empire Community
College and the University of
Virginia’s College at Wise on
an initiative to assist foster
children with housing while
they pursue their degrees.
Tommy Wright, president of
SWCC said the graduation
rate for foster students is 8%
nationally and the students
in the Great Expectations
program have more than
doubled that number.
Read more on Page A6.
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TAZEWELL, Va. — Coal miners
who lost paychecks in the Black-
jewel bankruptcy, received some
help from the county last week.

After hearing from Laura Gil-
liam and some of the miners af-
fected by the loss, the board of
supervisors approved donations
of more than $30,000 to groups
offering them assistance. Gil-
liam, from Scott County, said the
miners lost jobs without notice.

“Also, these men were robbed
of their last payday,” she added.

Gilliam said 13 miners form
the county had reached out to
her for personal needs. Food,
electricity and school supplies
were among the items she said
they needed.

“Some of them qualified for
different services depending on
children in the home or other
factors,” she said.

Gilliam had spoken at the Bu-
chanan County Board of Su-
pervisors the previous night
and they appropriated $70,000
for the miners in that county.
A packed house of miners and
their families came to Tazewell
for the meeting.

Gilliam said she was not a
member of the Gilliam family
that donated $250,000 for relief
to the miners and it was her un-
derstanding that money would
go to Lee, Scott and Wise County.
Board Chairman Travis Hack-
worth said it was his understand-
ing the money went to planning
district one and Tazewell County
is in planning district two.

Robin Fletcher, from Buchan-
an County said the men’s June 28
paychecks bounced and the July
10 checks never arrived. She said
funds for federal and state taxes,
social security, medical cover-
age, 401K and other deductions
were taken from the June 28
checks but never arrived where
they were supposed to go.

After a lengthy discussion the
supervisors recessed and each
supervisor met with miners from
his or her district. The board
took several steps to help the
miners after they reconvened.
They directed $25,000 to Clinch
Valley Community Action to as-
sist the miners with utility bills
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ICHLANDS, Va. — King
Kone has stepped down
from the throne after 69

years.
The once-popular Richlands

restaurant shut its doors for
the final time Sunday after
the owner said she was un-
able to hire enough employ-
ees to keep the doors open.

An employee told The
News & Press on Friday that
owner Billie Sue Williamson
searched for over a year to
hire reliable help in order to
stay open before ultimately
making the decision to close
the business.

King Kone preceded most of
the chain fast food establish-
ments in the area and was
a staple for many residents
and visitors. Williamson’s
husband, Delbert William-
son, opened the business in
1950. Billie Sue took over the
restaurant when Delbert died
in 2000.

The West Front Street busi-
ness and the parking lot of
the shopping center where
it is located was a popular
hangout for young people for
many decades. It was well-

known for its ice cream and
fresh, homemade menu.

A sign on the window said
each order was made as it
was placed and the restau-
rant did not use heat lamps
to keep the food warm. King
Kone operated as a cash-
only business up until its
closure.

Most of the employees had
been there for several years.

The site sat vacant Monday,
but there were no realty or for
sale signs on the property. It
is unclear what will happen to
the site.

King Kone is the second res-
taurant to close in Richlands
in the last few months. El
Mariachi Mexican restaurant
in the Richlands Professional
Building closed last month.

The town has seen several
changes in restaurant offer-
ings over the past year. Riv-
erside Bar and Grill did not
re-open after a fire last year.
The property is now listed for
lease. But Richlands is now
the home of the new Sugar-
foot Bakery and Café which
opened last month on Suffolk
Avenue. Owner Julie Dunford
said business has been good
so far.
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BLUEFIELD, Va. — Tazewell
County EMS has a new home for its
eastern district station.

A press release from the Board of
Supervisors announced the county
has closed on the Kersey building
in Bluefield. The building is locat-

ed on Blue Ridge Road near the U.S.
460 bypass, Virginia Avenue, the
Bluefield industrial park and other
critical locations.

In 2016 the Board assumed con-
trol of Bluefield Virginia Rescue

EMS finds
new home
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Tazewell County’s EMS has found a new home in the Kersey building.See EMS, Page A2
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See MINERS, Page A2

CLOSED FOR BUSINESS

KING NO MORE

Long-standing Richlands restaurant

shuts its doors for the final time
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Customers wait in line on one of the last days in business for the King Kone.

King Kone
preceded

most of the
chain fast food
establishments
in the area and
was a staple for
many residents
and visitors.
Williamson’s
husband, Delbert
Williamson, opened
the business in
1950. Billie Sue took
over the restaurant
when Delbert died
in 2000.

The West Front
Street business and
the parking lot of
the shopping center
where it is located
was a popular
hangout for young
people for many
decades. It was
well-known for its
ice cream and fresh,
homemade menu.

‘‘

FOOTBALL SEASON
The Blue Tornado takes the field for annual Blue &

White scrimmage | Sports  B1


