
From staff reports

A North Carolina man who’s
already on probation for a drug
conviction is facing a new charge
in Bland County after a traffic
stop on the interstate.

Caleb Richard Mullis, 24, of
Monroe, was arrested on June 30
and charged with manufactur-
ing/etc. drugs after Bland Coun-
ty Deputy E.V. Milliner stopped
his 2006 Saab on Interstate 77 at
the Big Walker Tunnel.

In his criminal complaint, Mil-
liner said the southbound Saab
ran off the shoulder three times
after he first saw it at the 50 mile
marker.

“The driver…apologized and
stated he was just tired and
sleepy from the drive,” Milliner
wrote.

After giving Mullis a verbal
warning, Milliner asked if he
could search the vehicle.

The deputy wrote that the
found a bag underneath the
driver’s seat that contained a
scale and several small plastic
baggies. He also found bags of
a white powder believed to be
heroin.

“He…admitted it was heroin
and that he sometimes uses it,”
Milliner wrote. “He stated he in-
tended to dump this heroin out
later on.”

Free on a $2,500 bond, Mullis
will be arraigned July 17 on the
felony charge.

According to court records,
he’s on probation now in North
Carolina for a December 2018
conviction for felony marijuana
possession.

His preliminary hearing on the
new charge has been set for Dec.
4 in Bland County General Dis-
trict Court.

Police get reports of ‘Loyal
White Knights’ literature

Residents from Rocky Gap to
Bland reported finding literature
from the Loyal White Knights of
the Klu Klux Klan tossed out near
their residences on Sunday, ac-
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Bastian Union Church is gearing up for
its new Fourth of July celebration. The
Freedom Project will offer free items --
from clothing and home goods to baby
items and furniture -- to those in need.

The project replaces the church’s Fourth
of July In God We Trust Rally, which was
held every July 4 for several years and in-
cluded fireworks. The church decided to
start The Freedom Project after the success
of The Love Project in Bland last December
when more than 1,100 people were served.

Church members Nancy Lewis, Cheryl
Pennington and others have planned and
organized the event right down to where
participants will sit, what they will eat and
how they will proceed to the church park,
where the give-away items will be on dis-
play.

“We just hope and pray we can get them
inside and keep them moving,” Lewis said.
“We are looking forward to it.”

Prior to Thursday’s event, the items have
been stored all over the church, from the
fellowship hall and kitchen to the entrance

hallway. There’s even a tractor-trailer bed
full of household items, along with a small-
er trailer filled with clothes.

The project gets underway at 9 a.m.
Thursday. Those registered before 2 p.m.
will be served. One aspect of the project
that the church is taking seriously is the
wait time for the individuals and families.
In December, there was a long queue of
people standing and waiting to be helped.
Thursday, people will register and enter
the air-conditioned sanctuary to sit while
waiting. When their name is called, a vol-
unteer will escort them to the kitchen,
where they will have biscuits for breakfast
or hot dogs for lunch.

“We want to try to break up the wait with
food,” Lewis said.

In addition, Pastor Paul Looney will hold
devotionals for participants. Next, partici-
pants will be escorted to the park to select
what they need. They will be paired with a
volunteer who will help them shop. Clothes
and shoes have been sorted by size. There
are also more than 100 purses up for grabs.

“We’ve gotten so many clothes and dona-
tions, it’s amazing,” Lewis said.

When they are finished, volunteers will
walk them to their cars and direct them to
the park area, where volunteers will help
them pack their cars to leave. Before they
exit, each family will be given a box of food.

Response for the Freedom Project has
been positive, Lewis said, with more than
60 people volunteering to help out. Plus, a
large amount of goods have been donated
by community members, churches and
businesses.

“I think people who like the idea out-
weigh those who are disappointed (about
not having the July 4 rally),” Lewis said.
“When you explain, they understand that
this is a far greater thing than fireworks.”

The reason for Project Freedom is simple,
Lewis said.

“You have to meet people’s physical
needs before you can meet their spiritual
needs,” she said. “You can’t tell people Je-
sus loves them when they don’t have food.”

Participants must have proof of a valid
address in the form of a driver’s license,
electrical bill, etc.

To reach reporter Millie Rothrock, call 276-228-6611, ext.
35, or email mrothrock@wythenews.com.
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On Thursday, the Bland
County courtroom was the
safest place in town as depu-
ties were sworn in to work for
new Sheriff Jason Ramsey. On
hand were three previous Bland
County sheriffs, including out-
going Sheriff Tom Roseberry,
who did not seek re-election
and appointed Ramsey to fill
out the rest of his current term.

Ramsey is running for elec-
tion in November and is the

only sheriff candidate on the
ballot.

Before the ceremony, Rose-
berry said he expects a smooth
transition for Ramsey. He said
he told the deputies to “take
care of their sheriff, and I know
he will take care of you.”

Two former sheriffs attended
the ceremony, Melvin Cox and
Jerry Thompson.

Asked what advice he would
give the new sheriff, Cox said
not to make promises you can’t
keep.

“That will get you into trouble

faster than anything,” he said.
“There’s old farmers who don’t
forget, either.”

Addressing the audience,
Ramsey said having four sher-
iffs in the same room was his-
toric for the county and that
the four men represent 40 years
of law enforcement in Bland
County. He said it was his honor
and privilege to work with Cox,
Thompson and Roseberry.

Cox hired Ramsey in 1992
after Ramsey graduated from
high school. Ramsey, who
worked as a jailer then, said

Cox was “a good gentleman to
work for” and that Thompson
allowed him to go out on the
road and was a mentor. The
new sheriff called Roseberry “a
great leader.”

“It’s been a privilege and hon-
or to work with all three, and I
sincerely thank them for what
they have done for me and my
family.”

Ramsey’s wife, Sonya, worked
as the director of administra-
tion for the sheriff’s office until
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Volunteers have been busy sorting through donations like these made to Bastian Union Church’s Freedom Project, which will offer free clothing, food,
household items and more to those in need on Thursday, July 4.


