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ABBY WHITT

Editor

The fi rst meeting of 2023 in-
cluded reorganization, annual 
presentations and more for the 
Floyd County Board of Super-
visors.

Chairman Joe Turman of Burks 
Fork and Vice-Chair Jerry Boothe 
of the Courthouse District both 
retained their leadership posi-
tions for the new calendar year 
during the Jan. 3 meeting.

Kalinda Bechtold of Indian 
Valley abstained from the vote 
for Chairman and voted against 
Boothe retaining Vice-Chair.

She said she would like to see 
change and nominated Little 
River’s Linda DeVito Kuchen-
buch. The nomination died on 
the fl oor for the lack of a second.

Turman said he’d prefer to 
keep Boothe in the vice-chair 
position.

“...We can fi ght each other and 
still come out friends,” Turman 
said.

Boothe was approved for the 
role in a 3-2 vote.

The Board voted to change the 
start time of the second monthly 
meeting to 6 p.m. on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. The 
morning meeting will still be-
gin at 8:30 a.m. on the second 
Tuesday.

Chairman Turman and Locust 
Grove’s Levi Cox voted against 
the earlier start time.

Members unanimously ap-
proved the inclement weather 
policy for meetings and to con-
tinue using Robert’s Rules of 
Order.

Meetings impacted by inclem-
ent weather will begin at the 
original time on the Thursday 

ABBY WHITT

Editor

Recent improvements to Floyd 
County Parks and Recreation 
can be credited to county staff  
and volunteers, including local 
scout troops.

The Floyd County Board of 
Supervisors offi  cially renamed 
the department in November 
2022 after a number of eff orts 
were completed to make Floyd’s 
rec park a community hub.

Athletic Director Jacob Agee, 
who fi rst joined the team as in-
terim director before securing 
the permanent title in 2019, said 
growing the department to “to 

include more ‘standard’ recre-
ational off erings” has long been 
his fi rst priority.

Floyd County currently meets 
about 16% of community recre-
ation program standards set by 

the Commission for Accredi-
tation of Park and Recreation 
Agencies and the National Rec-
reation and Park Association.

“Something we have done a 
poor job of in years past is actu-
ally assessing what the commu-
nity needs or wants,” Agee said.

Understanding the needs and 
wants of the community is the 
top driver of the department’s 
recent growth, followed by fund-
ing from various sources, includ-
ing the Floyd County Board of 
Supervisors.

In 2022, Former Youth Sports 
Supervisor Angel Lucas was 
“instrumental” in organizing 
playground upgrades, Agee said, 
“along with a few community 

A community hub
FLOYD PARKS AND REC PHOTOS 

Scouts from Troop 19 deconstruct the old playground at the Floyd Rec Park in September 2022. The project was organized and led by Bella Bailey 
(far right).

Board 
changes 
meeting 
times

ABBY WHITT

Editor

Floyd PSA Chairman Mike 
Maslaney recently told the Board 
about the “Christmas Water Mir-
acle” on Christmas Day, when the 
PSA “narrowly” avoided having to 

shut down the whole water system 
due to signifi cant water leaks.

The arctic cold, high winds and 
power failures that started Dec. 23 
and lasted in some cases until af-
ter Christmas contributed to what 
Supervisor Linda DeVito Kuchen-
buch said was a “catastrophe” at 
the Jan. 3 Board of Supervisors 
meeting.

Maslaney said two of the big-
gest leaks during the event were 
at Carilion Clinic, which resulted 

in the loss of about 40,000 gallons 
of water, and the former Farmer 
Supply building (65,000 gallons).

Additional busted pipes/leaks 
were reported from The June Bug 
Center, Citizens, several homes 
and more, Maslaney said.

A total of about 90,000 gallons 
of PSA water was lost in a 24-hour 
period.

“One lady had eight inches of 
water in her basement,” Maslaney 
said.

The water tank at the high 
school dropped from about 50 feet 
high to 31.

“If we get to 28 feet, the toi-
lets at the schools won’t fl ush,” 
Maslaney said.

Two key systems that could 
have helped fi nd the leaks sooner 
were unusable, Maslaney said: 
a meter reader, which started 
working again two days later, and 
the PSA’s emergency notifi cation 
network because no one trained 

on the system was available.
By Christmas Day all of the leaks 

had been identifi ed and stopped, 
Maslaney said. Some “takeaways” 
from the incident include preven-
tative measures, such as winter-
ization education and possibly 
“weatherizing wells” by putting 
the well head underground.

Maslaney said it could be “time 
to start thinking about digging 

Freeze loses 90,000 gallons
Chair says PSA 

narrowly avoided 

having to shut down

Parks and Rec 

sees rejuvenation

Athletes line up for Football Rec Night 2022.
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