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The list was for praying; Tonya
Desiree Scott used it to prey.

On Wednesday morning, the
48-year-old Wytheville resident
admitted in court that she used
information from a church
prayer request list to steal from
an elderly woman.

According to Common-
wealth’s Attorney Mike Jones,
Scott burglarized Isabelle Rid-
er’s Wytheville residence last
April after learning that Rider
had been admitted to Car-
rington Place. Both women
were members of the Wytheville
Seventh-Day Adventist Church,
Jones said after court.

The prosecutor said that
Jones made off with a variety
of household items including a
TV, rolls of copper wire, coins
and camera. Two other suspects
not associated with the church
were also charged in connec-
tion to the thefts, Jones said.

Some of the stolen prop-
erty was recovered in Scott’s
residence and from local pawn
shops, Jones said.

Scott pleaded guilty on
Wednesday to grand larceny,
conspiring to break and enter,
and breaking and entering. The
commonwealth did not offer
her a plea agreement.

Scott’s attorney asked the
court to delay sentencing until
Sept. 26 to give the probation
office time to prepare a report
for a judge who will decide her
punishment.

Her prior criminal history in-
cludes charges of shoplifting,
possessing stolen goods, at-
tempting to commit a misde-
meanor and assault, according
to court records.

Free on bond, she faces a
maximum sentence of 60 years
in prison for her crimes.

Ivanhoe man is convicted of
assaulting officer

A 23-year-old Ivanhoe man
pleaded guilty on Wednesday
to assaulting a deputy who was
trying to arrest him last Novem-
ber.

Lewis Edward Newkirk had
initially been charged with
maliciously wounding Wythe
County Sheriff’s Office Sgt.
Chris Coleman, but the charge
was amended in court to as-
sault and battery of a law en-
forcement officer.

Newkirk pleaded guilty to the
felony charge as well as three
misdemeanors – obstructing
justice, fleeing from police and
assault and battery.
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More than 150 people participated in
the Wythe-Bland Heart Walk June 1 in Wy-
theville, raising a record $21,600 for the
American Heart Association. Among those
walking at Withers Park was heart trans-
plant survivor Rebecca Cline of Rural Re-
treat.

And what a story she has to tell.
Less than 24 hours after receiving a new

heart, Cline was given new kidneys as well.
The transplants came in January 2018, but
Cline’s heart problems started long before.

All the way back to early New Year’s Day
1995, when back pain seared through her
body.

“It was like a knife cutting through you;
it’s terrible,” she said. Her neck also hurt.

Cline, then 45, knew something was wrong;
her husband rushed her to Wythe County
Community Hospital.

There, she eventually underwent a heart
catheterization and an angioplasty. When
her doctor came in to check on her, he
asked how she was feeling.

“I feel like I’m going to burst into flames
any minute,” she said.

“You’re having a heart attack,” he replied.
After a second angioplasty, she felt bet-

ter. She went home, followed her doctor’s
instructions and lived her life. Five years
later, a massive heart attack struck while
she was at home.

“I got dizzy and felt like something was
wrong,” she said.

Cline was right. Doctors at WCCH de-
cided she needed to be airlifted to Roanoke
Memorial Hospital, where doctors resusci-

tated her several times before flying her on
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Wythe County Supervisor
Chairman Tim Reeves, along
with fellow Republican Super-
visor Charlie Lester, were de-
nied their party’s nomination
for the November General Elec-
tion last Saturday during the
mass meeting of Wythe County
Republicans.

Tim Reeves lost to newcomer
Stacy Terry for the at-large seat
and West Wytheville Supervisor
Lester lost to retired educator
Rolland Cook.

Reeves thanked voters for
their support over the past 7.5
years and said he will not run
as an independent. Lester said
he worked hard to represent all
agencies in Wythe County and
be a good steward of taxpayer
money, but will not run again.

“I am very humbled by the
outpouring of support from the
citizens of Wythe County,” said
candidate Terry, who owns an
insurance claims company,
S&T Appraisal. “I am now re-fo-
cusing my efforts to the Novem-
ber general election. I am look-
ing forward to hearing from the

citizens of Wythe County at the
many forums I will be hosting
throughout the county during
my campaign.”

Terry ran in the Wytheville
mayoral race last year.

“It is humbling and an hon-
or to receive the nomination,”
Cook said. “I’m looking forward
to the opportunity of possibly
representing the people of West
Wytheville. My focus will be on
schools, public services, and
developing a marketing plan to
bring businesses to our county
which will provide employment
opportunities to our youth.”

Cook worked for the Wythe
County Public Schools for more
than two decades, teaching
ROTC at all three high schools.
He also served as an assis-
tant principal at all three high
schools and as principal at Ru-
ral Retreat High School.

Republicans also nominated
newcomer Jamie Smith for
the Fort Chiswell seat now oc-
cupied by Democrat Joe Hale,
who did not seek the nomina-
tion but is gathering signatures
and contemplating a run for re-
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Rebecca Cline, center with daughters, from left,
Rene Earnhardt and Terry Brewer. Cline said her
daughters are a big part of her successful recov-
ery from a heart and kidney transplant.
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Rebecca Cline, far left, helps lead the Wythe-Bland Hart Walk June 1 at Withers Park.


