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Merry, Merry Marion. See Page B1

Recent Deaths
Joseph Phillip “Joe” Blevins
Joel “Bucky” Cregger
Madue Shuler Davis
David Lee McGhee
William “Bill” Robbins
John “Frankie” Turley

Lions
Club
Peace poster
winners an-
nounced.
See Page A6.

Rec
League
Basketball
season
champions.
See Page
B4.

Opioid suit funds to aid Smyth

BY JASMINE FRANKS
Staff

A January 2022 trial date has been
scheduled for Jason Emory Whittaker,
the man accused of killing 54-year-
old Teresa Lynn Mathena Greer and
setting the downtown Marion home
she was in on fire this spring.

Marion police officers traveled to
Surry County, North Carolina, in mid-
November to transport the 37-year-
old back to Smyth County where he
faces murder, arson
and abduction charges
in Greer’s death. Whit-
taker was indicted by a
grand jury in May, but
has been held in North
Carolina on an assault
with a deadly weapon
charge after law en-
forcement there say he
attacked a man with a machete.

The North Carolina arrest came
the day after the Marion Police De-
partment, the Smyth County Sheriff’s
Office and the U.S. Marshal Service
launched a large-scale manhunt to
find Whittaker in the wake of Greer’s
killing.

Suspects who face charges in two
states typically stay in the state they
were arrested in until those charges
are resolved, but Commonwealth’s
Attorney Roy Evans said Surry Coun-
ty prosecutors had Whittaker’s se-
cured bond there amended to an
unsecured bond to allow him to be
brought back to Virginia to face the
more serious charges.

The investigation into Greer’s death
began after police found her body in-
side a home on North Chestnut Street
in Marion. Marion Police Chief John
Clair said Greer had been staying at
the home prior to her death.

According to a search warrant af-

Staff Reports

The Smyth County Sheriff’s
Office and Virginia State Police
continue to investigate after a
body was found inside a Chil-
howie home that was ravaged
by fire Tuesday night.

Chilhowie fire crews, along

with crews from the Adwolfe
and Saltville fire depart-
ments, responded to the 1770
St. Clairs Creek Road home
around 8 p.m., battling the
blaze well into the night until
it was extinguished.

The home was completely
destroyed by the flames.

Within the debris, fire fight-
ers discovered the remains
and requested an investiga-
tion, according to a Thursday
SCSO release.

Few details are available at
this time. State police are still
investigating the cause and or-
igin of the fire. Sheriff’s office

Capt. Bill Eller said the body
has been sent to the medical
examiner’s office in Roanoke
for autopsy. The deceased’s
identity is being withheld
pending the autopsy’s com-
pletion. The Chilhowie Police
Department is also assisting in
the investigation.

BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
Staff

In lives lost, people injured, and
dollars spent, the toll of the opioid
epidemic is incalculable. However,
Smyth County officials hope to re-
coup some money from a settlement
reached with several national firms.

In November, the Smyth County

Board of Supervisors agreed to take
part in the Virginia Opioid Abate-
ment Fund and related settlements.

In the spring of 2018, the supervi-
sors agreed to join with other coun-
ties across the country in filing
lawsuits against the pharmaceuti-

cal companies that manufacture
and distribute opioids. A number
of Southwest Virginia counties took
part in litigation handled by Wag-
staff & Cartmell of Kansas City,
Missouri. The firm has taken part
in a number of high-profile cases,

including a 2009 lawsuit filed with
prominent environmental activist
Erin Brockovich.

In making their pitch to area lo-
calities in 2018, the attorneys argued

Trial date
set in
death of
woman, 54

Body found inside burned home

Pillion chair of Opioid Abatement Authority

FIRE DEATH

See TRIAL, Page A2
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Roadside Assistance, Cell Phone Protection, Identity Theft
Resolution, Shopping, Travel & Entertainment Discounts,
Great Checking, and more! Just 6.95/Month

Just one of the benefits!

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

See FUNDS, Page A2 Pillion

Whittaker
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Rubble is all that remains of a St. Clairs Creek Road home that was ravaged by fire Tuesday night.

BY LINDA BURCHETTE
Staff

When Titan Wheel closed in Saltville,
Wayne Rhea lost a job he’d had for 20
years. He decided to do something else
that he had wanted to do for years. Open
a restaurant.

Cooking is a love of Wayne’s and he
wanted to share it with the community.
Seven years ago he began operating a
mobile food truck called Doghouse Grill.

He will continue with that along with the
restaurant.

Wayne’s wife, Jennifer, who has worked
the past 23 years withWashington County
Schools technology department, agreed
with the idea of opening a restaurant say-
ing it was time he pursued his dream.

“He wanted to do this for years, but
couldn’t justify quitting his job to do it,”
she said.

Saltville restaurant honors coaches
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When the blue lights are on around the build-
ing, Coach’s Diner in Saltville is open for busi-
ness.

See COACHES, Page A2


