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FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

E
MORY, Va. — Throughout
his professional career,
John W. Wells has lived in

Nashville, Northeast Tennessee
and western North Carolina.

But now the new president
of Emory & Henry College has
settled down in Emory, and he
feels right at home.

“There’s something about the
timelessness of the mountains
that reminds us of the enduring
value of place. We live in a some-
what rootless world today, but
there’s something that folks born
in the Appalachian region have
that is so important,” said Wells,
who was promoted to the office
of president in July after serving
the college as provost and dean
of faculty since 2017.

Wells transitioned into the
leadership position following the
retirement of President Jake B.
Schrum, who served the college
for six years.

Historic portraits that hang in
a hallway outside Wells’ office
reinforce his love for the region
and the college.

“This is Dr. [James Noah] Hill-
man, the 12th president of the

Legacy of learning

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
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GLADE SPRING, Va. — A non-
profit organization in the Glade
Spring town square is closing its
doors at the end of the month
after attempts to locate an af-
fordable, more spacious building
proved fruitless.

For the past two years, Samari-
tan House Thrift Shop accepted
donations of gently-used cloth-
ing and household goods from
the community and resold them
at a low price.

The money raised has partially
funded Samaritan House Minis-
tries Inc., a 501(c)(3) corporation
with a mission of providing hous-
ing, transportation and program
support to formerly incarcerated
women in the area.

The board of directors for Sa-
maritan House Ministries re-
cently decided to close the store
after two years.

“We closed for several reasons,”
said Ann Ledgerwood, who was

Glade Spring’s SamaritanHouse closing
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Ginger Addison (left) and Susan Copeland display purses that were donated
to the Samaritan House Thrift Store in Glade Spring in 2017. The storefront
will close at the end of August due to high expenses for the ministry.

Thrift store ministry will shutter after 2 years

BY TIM HAYES
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Jon Odum — who was
a star basketball player at
John Battle High School
and spent the last three
seasons as the head coach
of the Trojans — died on
Saturday at the age of 39.

Odum succumbed to
brain cancer, which he
had courageously battled
since being diagnosed in
the fall of 2016 with an ag-
gressive form known as
glioblastoma multiforme.

Folks throughout South-
west Virginia offered their
sympathies on social me-
dia Saturday, as Odum
was a popular guy among
those in the Battle com-
munity and opponents of
the Trojans.

“You know, life some-
times just isn’t fair,” said
Gate City coach Scott Ver-
million. “You get curve-
balls like Coach Odum got,
but I’ve never seen any-
body handle it as well as
he did. He stayed positive
and never complained.
Every time I talked to him,
he was always upbeat and
positive. He would never
talk about himself; he
would talk about his team.
What a great person. He
was a family man and a
great coach.”

Odum compiled a 44-

See SAMARITAN, Page A6

John Battle
basketball
coach Jon
Odumdies
at age of 39
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John Battle Basketball head
coach Jon Odum talks to
his team during a timeout
against Holston High School.

See ODUM, Page A6

EMORY & HENRY

New Emory & Henry president wants to get involved in community
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John W. Wells, the new president of Emory & Henry College, talks about his love for a college his family has
attended and served for generations. Here, he stands next to a portrait of the college’s 12th president, James
Noah Hillman. Wells is Emory & Henry’s 22nd president.

See WELLS, Page A6
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Emory & Henry President John W. Wells wants to emphasize career
services, community involvement and social readiness for students.

Board of Supervisors applies
for grant to install 911-ready
addresses in Mendota A3


