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YOU NEED TO KNOW

WHAT’S INSIDE?

Farm Tour set for
Aug. 22
TAZEWELL, Va. — The
Tazewell Soil and Water
Conservation District
will hold its annual
Conservation Farm Tour
Aug. 22 at Nuckolls Hall on
the Tazewell Fairgrounds.
The program is from
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. and
it starts with the area
technician from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife agency
speaking on riparian
buffers and a tour of
Tanglewood Farm will
follow. Programs and
demonstrations include
Rotational Grazing System,
Exclusion Fence-Riparian
Buffer-Livestock Water
Systems and solar-Solar
Pumping Plants.

 Read more on Page A3.
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A Tazewell County deputy
was recognized last week as
the 2019 Bentowski-Eanes
DARE Officer of the Year.

Deputy Landon Hieatt was
presented the award at the
Virginia School Safety Train-
ing Forum in Hampton last
Wednesday. He was one of a
number of nominees across
the commonwealth consid-
ered for the award.

While he was honored to
receive the recognition, the
young deputy said the bigger
reward is being able to touch
the lives of Tazewell County’s
youth.

“Getting an award is one
thing, but knowing that the
kids are getting the informa-
tion they need is all that really
matters.”

“I get told all the time by
kids that they really like the
program and they remember
the police officers they have
in their classes and they do re-
member their lessons. It’s just
a great program to have in our
schools.”

A four-year veteran of the
Sheriff’s Office, Hieatt has
spent three of those years as
a DARE officer, educating el-
ementary and middle school
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R
ICHLANDS, Va. —
Duct tape and card-
board will float and

the Great Richlands River
Race gave several people the
chance to prove that theory
Aug. 3.

The second annual event
drew competitors from local
businesses and organiza-
tions and challenged them
to create a boat and paddles
from card board and duct
tape. The Clinch River Kayak
Club sponsored the compe-
tition and Club Spokesman
Aaron McGlothlin said it gets
people out of the house and
gives them the chance to use
their creativity.

While some races of this
type allow Styrofoam, the
rules for this race specify
only cardboard and duct
tape and the cardboard has
to be strictly broken down
boxes. The rules also do
not allow paint or seal-
ants to be used although
colored duct tape was al-
lowed. The challenge was
to float 200 yards without
sinking and do it faster
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CEDAR BLUFF, Va. — One
of the police officers fired by
the town of Tazewell follow-
ing a complaint of racial pro-
filing was recently hired as a
school resource officer for Ce-
dar Bluff during the 2019-20
school year.

T.J. Crabtree, 35, was hired
in late July by the Cedar Bluff
Police Department as a school
resource officer for Cedar
Bluff Elementary School. Po-
lice Chief Mike Brown said he
was aware of Crabtree’s dis-
missal in Tazewell and had
“absolutely no problem” with
hiring him or assigning him to
the position.

Brown said Crabtree met
with Buffie Crabtree, the
school’s principal, and she
was fine with the assignment.

Attempts by The News &
Press to speak with Crabtree
and the school’s principal
were not returned by press
time Tuesday. It is not known
if the two are related.

School resource officers are
typically funded through state
grants awarded to local police
departments. Cedar Bluff Po-
lice Department was awarded
$45,430 in June to fund the
new position at the elemen-
tary school.

Tazewell County School
Board Chairman David Wood-
ard said the school system has
never gotten involved in the
hiring of officers.

Depending on where the
school is located either the
sheriff or police chief assigns
officers to the positions.

“They're assigned by police
chiefs and the sheriff. I imag-
ine we could have some ele-
ment of control, should we

Fired
Tazewell
officer
hired as
SRO

Cedar Bluff
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Tazewell County sheriff’s deputy Landon Hieatt was recognized as the
2019 DARE officer of the year.

Deputy honored as
DARE officer of year

See HIEATT, Page A6

See OFFICER, Page A2

GREATRICHLANDS

RIVERRACE

Do-it-yourself

event celebrates

successful

second year

than other competitors.
The competition drew

nine teams this year from
a variety of groups. They
put their boats in the Clinch
River at the Lavender Ac-
cess Point at a time when
the water was relatively low.
This meant rocks and other
obstacles could sink the
boat.

The teams raced in heats
and Kristen Yeakey piloted
the winning craft for the
second straight year. Joey
Chapman won the award

for most creative and Sherri
Ramsey was judged to have
the coolest boat.

Zyra Stacy and team TR
had the fastest time. Arnette
Cummins, with McDonalds
of Claypool Hill had the
honor of the fastest sinking
ship.

Joey Chapman and Jaxon
Shortt were the youngest
river rats and Shortt had
the smallest boat. Shrerrri
Ramsey picked up a second
award as the oldest swash-
buckler.

EMILY BALL | THE NEWS & PRESS

ABOVE: It is neck and neck between two competitors at the River Race.
BELOW: A future kayaker may have been born at the River Race.

FOOTBALL SEASON
Local teams tear through final week of practice
ahead of 2019 season openers | Sports  B4


