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Independence Day

BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

The often-delayed sentencing of self-de-
clared “mountain man” Jack Eugene Lewis,
convicted of multiple counts of child por-
nography, drugs and firearms violations by
a jury that, on Feb. 25, voted a prison sen-
tence of 106 years, received another con-
tinuance in Floyd County Circuit Court af-
ter his latest court-appointed attorney said
he needed time to read the voluminous
files and consult with the prior counsel.

Christiansburg attorney Fred Kellerman
asked for a three-month delay, but Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Eric Branscom ob-
jected. Judge Marc Long gave Kellerman
60 days for the final sentencing on Sept. 6
in a case already continued eight times in
earlier hearings.

Kellerman said he also needs to read a
long “continuing list” of letters written by

BY COLLEEN REDMAN
For The Floyd Press

After 19 years, Floydfest orga-
nizers have the festival down to
an art, and art is what they spot-
light, whether through music,
performance arts, installations,
woodsy ambiance or artisan
food, crafts and libations.

Floyd-festers come to the fes-
tival’s 80-acre mountain for the

music, but they also come for
the communal experience, and
for the special artistic touches
that play into yearly themes.
This year’s five-day festival (July
24-28) theme is “Voyage Home”
and features an old-school sail-
ing ship with a mermaid at the
bough as its logo. The theme
figures into the larger-than-life
main field art installation that
festival-goers have come to look

forward to.
“This festival is a pilgrimage

and a sanctuary for so many
people who have spent years
coming back here, so it really is
a voyage home,” explained Floy-
dfest’s Chief Operating Officer
Sam Calhoun at a recent work
day on site.

“It’s more important than ever
to have a space to come and
connect,” he continued, noting

that all sorts of people from all
walks of life come together at
Floydfest to share and connect.
Some kids that grew up coming
to the family-friendly festival are
teenagers or adults now.

Speaking about this year’s
music highlights, Calhoun im-
mediately mentioned Thursday
night’s headlining Grammy win-
ner Brandi Carlile. “Brandi Car-
lile has been on this mountain

four times now. We’ve watched
her art and person grow. To see
her, not only win a Grammy but
enchanting the Grammy crowd,
was such a kudos to what we cre-
ate at Floydfest. We got behind
Brandi before others did,” he
said.

Another big Grammy winning
headliner, Kacey Musgraves,

Floydfest gearing up for VoyageHome
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BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

Floyd Town Council, in its first meet-
ing of the new fiscal year that began
on July 1, continued to raise questions
about the Parks and Recreation Author-
ity that voted to disband in January and
now is reorganizing with plans to con-
tinue.

Mayor Will Griffin told council last

Wednesday that a joint meeting involv-
ing the town, county and park authority
has been set for July 30.

Vice Mayor Mike Patton asked if the
town should have an attorney attend fu-
ture meetings of the park authority, say-
ing he wants the town “protected” is any
problems arise.

Griffin suggested a member of coun-
cil attend the next meeting. Patton
appeared Monday for the monthly

meeting of the Parks and Recreation Au-
thority.

Little River district Supervisor Linda
DeVito Kuchenbuch also attends the
meetings as one of the three remaining
members of the authority board, which
voted in January to dissolve and turn
park activities to a county department.

Supervisors created a new county

BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

County Supervisors, facing millions of
dollars in critical capital funding needs
for both the school system and a develop-
ing economic development park, moved
closer Tuesday to new financing packages
to handle both.

School Superintendent John Wheeler
presented a revised resolution that re-
duced the cost for funding a career col-
laboration program from $18.2 million
to $14.5 million. Financial consultant
Davenport & Company revised its recom-
mendations for financing both the school
program and plans for the Economic De-
velopment Center that would bring a real
estate tax increase of 2 or 3 cents per $100
of valuation.

Previous recommendations from Dav-
enport showed an increase of 5 cents or
possibly more in future tax assessments.

The options offered Tuesday would re-
quire loans of up to 20 years by the county

County closer
to funding
schools, center

Sentencing in
oft-delayed case
held off again

Parks authority at center of council meeting

T
he 2019 annual Inde-

pendence Day Celebra-

tion went off without a

hitch or a drop of rain. Orga-

nized by the Floyd Merchants’

and Businessmen’s Associa-

tion, the festivities were held

at the high school grounds

and parking lot, beginning at

6: p.m. with a firework display

at 9 p.m. Glo-sticks, Kettle

Korn, live music and bounce

houses were all part of the

hometown fun. Many attend-

ees donned red-white-and-

blue colors and waved Ameri-

can flags for the occasion.
All photos by Colleen Redman/For The Floyd
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