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Fuel sales help airport finances. Page A2
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Counties bucking
gas tax hike.
See Page A6

School Workers

See the latest update on new
school workers, coaching ap-

pointments. See Page A7.

CANNED GOODS

Indians

Rural
Retreat takes
win over Blue
Devils. See
Page B1

Pioneers

Radford
rolls to big
win over Fort
Chiswell. See
Page B1

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

For 100 years, the Presbyterian
Children’s Home of the High-
lands has been caring for chil-
dren in need of love, sanctuary
and guidance. It first operated
as a girls’ industrial school in
the former resort hotel at Fos-
ter Falls, where boys were soon
welcomed. Later, it moved to the
current campus off of Grayson
Road in Wytheville.

Four-year-old Jimmy Nichols
came to live at the home in 1961,
but soon moved to the new cam-
pus in Wytheville. With a jailed
father and a mother who left the
family, Nichols is grateful for his
time at the facility.

“I was taught responsibility
and respect,” he said. “And I am
forever grateful for that home to
be there.”

When he arrived on the sprawl-
ing campus, there were just two
cottages. Now, there are several
cottages, a chapel, dining hall,
administrative offices, a gym,
pool, ballfields and more.

“There was no grass; it was
all dirt when they opened the

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

The pots are full of boiling goodness,
and the fans are humming; the Wythe
County Cannery is open for business
again. The popular place to seal up
everything from green beans and spa-
ghetti sauce to grape jelly and apple
butter opened later than usual this year.

“It was closed because of two reasons:
difficulty in finding individuals inter-

ested to work, and necessary mainte-
nance repairs,” Wythe County Public
Schools Superintendent Scott Jeffer-
ies wrote in an email. “We are glad it is
open now and happy to accommodate
our community.”

Manning the cannery is Ronnie and
Sara Grubb, Sonya Russell and Salli Cal-
lahan.

Hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The cannery is closed on Thursdays.

For an appointment, call 228-3421.
Limited canning supplies are available
for purchase.

To reach the cannery, go to the end
of West North Street. On the right, you
will see a fence with a cannery sign on
it. Turn right into the parking lot, go
past the first building and make a left.
The cannery is back there on the right.
There is a sign on the building.

The cannery will be open through De-
cember.
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Dylan Hale knew the Virginia Lottery’s Print
n’ Play Rolling Jackpot game was ripe for the
picking. One of his co-workers had already
won more than $300,000 playing the game:

first $220,000
and then
$83,000 one
month later.

“I don’t play
the lottery a
lot, but I have
a buddy on our
crew who told
me about this
Rolling Jack-
pot game,”
said Hale, who
works as an ap-
prentice line-
man for L.E.
Meyers and is
currently sta-
tioned in Cul-

pepper, Virginia.
“This jackpot
was going on
for so long – he
played hard and

I played hard. Everybody on our crew plays
now. It had been so long since anybody hit,
we all knew it was getting ready to hit.”

And it did.
Hale hit the jackpot last Wednesday, win-

ning $292,234, after purchasing 46 $10 tick-
ets at a 7-11 store in Culpepper. The 2014 Fort
Chiswell High School graduate said he didn’t
even look at his tickets until he arrived at the
campground where his work crew is staying.
A co-worker ran up to his truck and asked
him if he won.

“I said, ‘I don’t know; I didn’t look,’ Hale re-
called.

When he looked, he noticed that the top
ticket, the last one he purchased, was for a

Children’s home celebrates 100 years
If You Go

The Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands is hosting two
events to celebrate its centennial. First, there will be an ice cream social
Thursday from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. On Saturday, the campus will open at
10 a.m. and will begin a day celebration with the dedication of the Sarah
Ellen Harless Garden of Hope at noon, followed by a day of activities
that include free food, campus tours, a corn hole tournament, museum
displays, inflatables and more. Both events will be at the campus on 425
Grayson Road, Wytheville.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

For 100 years now the Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands has offered a place of love and caring for children. The facility started off in Foster
Falls (shown on the right).
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Harry Joe Yates, pictured, and his wife, Alana, were busy last Wednesday preparing apple butter to can at the Wythe County Cannery. They
also planned to can tomato juice there.

Cannery open through December

See HOME, Page A3

Wythe County native Dylan
Hale after he cashed in his
winning $292,234 lottery
ticket last week.

Wythe native
hits jackpot
with Virginia
Lottery game

See LOTTERY, Page A3


