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INSIDE

Sports
The ‘Canes took
the win over the
visiting Virginia High
Bearcats. Check out
the action in photos
on page B1.

Relgion
Columnist Dennis
Banks reflects on our
grief and how it gives
us a greater aware-
ness of how God felt
when Jesus was on
the cross. See B3.

Deaths
Billy Joe Blevins
Trenton Burkett
Charlee Beth Martin Dungan
Joann New Matney
Johnny Roger Moore
Sheila Walton Scott

Dog groomer competes and wins
on the international stage. See A5.
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Staff Reports

Indictments unsealed this
week in Smyth County Circuit
Court revealed the names of 94
individuals charged with drug-
related offenses during an April
19 special grand jury session.

The indictments are the re-
sult of an 18-month undercover
drug investigation dubbed “Op-
eration Ice Storm” conducted
by the Smyth County Sheriff’s
Office. So far, 52 individuals
have been arrested.

A news article published in
the Saltville Progress on Thurs-

day reported an inaccurate list
of the individuals indicted. The
defendants mentioned in the
article were actually indicted
in 2007 following a similar un-
dercover drug investigation. To
add to the confusion, an article
published in 2007 in the Smyth
County News & Messenger cov-
ering the same roundup also
began re-circulating on social
media this week.

Those indicted as a result of
Operation Ice Storm are as fol-
lows:

Joshua Taylor Able, 26, of Mar-
ion, was indicted on a metham-

phetamine distribution charge.
Jason Michael Adams, 36, of

Glade Spring, was indicted on
a methamphetamine distribu-
tion charge.

William Andrew Aker, 33, of
Sugar Grove, was indicted on
a possession of methamphet-
amine charge.

Jacquelyn Nicole Albertson,
29, of Marion was indicted on
a possession of methamphet-
amine charge.

Michael Wray Bickley, 50, of
Marion, was indicted on charg-
es of possession of metham-
phetamine and possession of a

weapon by a convicted felon.
Michelle Barr Bise, 31, un-

known address, was indicted
on two counts of methamphet-
amine distribution.

Kenneth Wayne Blackwell,
50, of Marion, was indicted on
a methamphetamine distribu-
tion charge.

Michelle Lee Blankenship, 37,
of Abingdon, was indicted on
a methamphetamine distribu-
tion charge.

Curtis Eugene Blevins, 65, of
Chilhowie, was indicted on a
possession of methamphet-
amine charge.

Barbara Ann Bowden, 54, of
Marion, was indicted on a pos-
session of methamphetamine
charge.

James Adam Boyles, 39, of
Marion, was indicted on three
counts methamphetamine dis-
tribution.

Melinda Lee Burkett, 45, of
Atkins, was indicted on a meth-
amphetamine distribution
charge.

Shannon Campbell, 41, of
Marion, was indicted on pos-
session of methamphetamine

BY STEPHANIE PORTER-NICHOLS
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Trooper Lucas Dowell could
light up a room with his smile.
In the days following his line-
of-duty murder, everyone who
knew him remembered the
smile that always seemed to
reach his eyes. That smile is now
forever preserved.

During the Virginia State Po-
lice Officers’ Memorial Service
Thursday morning in North
Chesterfield County, the state’s
law enforcement agency un-
veiled Trooper Dowell’s portrait.

Colonel Gary T. Settle, Virginia
State Police superintendent,
presented a copy of the portrait
to Dowell’s parents, Mike and
Becky, and his sister, Erica.

The portrait of Trooper Dow-
ell, who grew up in Chilhowie,
now hangs in the Colonel C.W.
Woodson Jr. Memorial Gallery

within the Virginia State Police
Academy. The 28-year-old’s por-
trait joins those of 65 other men
and women who died in the
line-of-duty while serving the
citizens of the commonwealth.

State Sen. Bill Carrico, a for-
mer trooper and friend of the
Dowells, noted the late trooper’s
smile in his keynote address.
The retiring state senator said
Dowell “had his mother’s infec-
tious smile and his father’s quick
wit and it became how he was
identified among all those who
knew him.”

Carrico also reflected on Lu-
cas Dowell’s character and in-
tegrity, saying he “was never
afraid to admit his mistakes and
was always learning from those
mistakes to correct what he had
done wrong.”

Dowell was a graduate of Chil-
howie High School and Radford
University. At the time of his
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Feral cats have cost one man
thousands of dollars in personal
property damage. He called on
the Marion Town Council to take
action to control the population
of these untamed cats as well as
the hoarding of animals.

Robert Copeland said he has
talked to the police for three or
four years about the situation,
but law enforcement’s hands are
tied because no local ordinances
exist regarding the issues.

Copeland said feral or undo-
mesticated animals have cost
him thousands of dollars by
scratching his vehicle’s hood and
repeatedly tearing out insulation
at his home. “It’s $3,000 out of
my pocket every time I have to
replace the insulation,” he told
the council Monday evening.

For people who hoard 20 to
30 animals, Copeland said, re-
strictions should be in place. He
suggested kennel fees or laws
requiring a certain acreage for
the animals. He said one woman
had adopted five colonies of fe-
ral cats. He contended that she
should be required to keep them
on her property.

Joe Naff asked the council to
also look at people feeding the
feral cats around town. He noted
that one person visits the post
office multiple times each day to
feed the cats there.

Mayor David Helms told Cope-
land that the council examined
the issue some years ago and at-
tempted to adopt an ordinance
limiting the number of pets per
home. However, he said, public
outcry halted that move. In his
29 years on the council, he said,
the crowd that gathered in oppo-
sition to the regulation was one
of the largest he’d ever seen in
the council chambers.

Councilman Larry Carter add-
ed his voice to the concern say-
ing, “It’s a growing problem. We
need to put it on the fast track.”

Feral cats aren’t just a problem

Court unseals Operation Ice Storm indictments

See ICE STORM, Page A4

Citizen to
council:
Deal with
feral cats

Marion

See CATS, Page A4

SACRIFICE REMEMBERED

ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Left to right, Trooper Chris Wasznicky and Trooper Jonathan Barbour stand beside a portrait of Trooper Lucas B. Dowell after unveiling it during the
Virginia State Police Officers’ Memorial Service Thursday. Trooper Dowell, 28, was killed in the line of duty Feb. 4 in Cumberland County.

ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Colonel Gary T. Settle, Virginia State Police Superintendent, presents a
portrait of Trooper Lucas B. Dowell to his parents Mike and Rebecca Dowell.

Carrico: Tell the story of a hero
death, Mike Sturgill, who was
Dowell’s principal at Chilhowie
Elementary and Chilhowie High
School, said, “The word ‘out-
standing’ doesn’t touch Lucas
Dowell,” citing his work ethic,
his character and his morals.

Dowell played football and
baseball for CHS. Dowell’s per-
sonality shone as an athlete,
Sturgill said, saying he would
always do whatever the team

See HERO, Page A4


