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BY COLLEEN REDMAN
For The Floyd Press

A line started forming before the Floyd
Country Store was scheduled to open its
doors Thursday evening. Bluegrass fans

came from far and wide to see The Stanley
Brothers All-Star Band, a headline event of
the fifth annual Mountains of Music Home-
coming along the Crooked Road, Virginia’s

BY DAVID MCGEE
Bristol Herald Courier

Despite the fact that Inter-
state 81 doesn’t run through the
county, motorists in Floyd will
be paying more at the pumps
come July 1.

The extra funds, to be col-

lected by the merchants, comes
courtesy of a legislative decision
to increase sales tax on fuel ap-
proved last session. The tax will
increase the price of gasoline 7.6
cents per gallon and diesel 7.7
cents per gallon. The hike was
offered as a way to fund some of

the $2 billion in improvements
planned for the 325-mile Inter-
state 81 corridor that runs from
Bristol to Winchester.

The Virginia Petroleum and
Convenience Marketers Asso-
ciation will host a series of semi-
nars to help businesses prepare

for the additional responsibili-
ties of collecting and reporting
the new taxes. The group hosted
its first seminar Monday at the
Southwest Virginia Higher Edu-
cation Center.

“We have many people cur-
rently operating in Richmond

and Hampton Roads that have
this add-on tax,” association
President Mike O’Connor said
Wednesday during a phone in-
terview. “Fortunately, we have
people with experience. Un-

Motorists to paymore at the pump
Extra taxes to tack on 7.6 cents per gallon along Interstate 81 corridor

Loans for homes on Newtown
Road were part of an $11.14 mil-
lion package awarded last week.

Gov. Ralph Norham said the
Affordable and Special Needs
Housing loans address 17 proj-

ects across the state. The proj-
ects are aimed at helping low-
income and very low-income
Virginians by creating or pre-
serving 1,283 affordable housing
units across the state.

The homes in Floyd will be
build by Habitat for Humanity of
the New River Valley.

“My administration is working
hard to find innovative ways to
reduce homelessness, expand

access to quality affordable
housing, and address evictions
in Virginia,” said Northam. “The
Affordable Special Needs Hous-
ing program provides Virginia
the necessary resources to trans-

form our housing stock and help
create vibrant, thriving commu-
nities for all Virginians, in every
part of the Commonwealth.”

BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

As Floyd County courthouse offices
closed early Tuesday because a water
main break on Main Street cut off power
for home and businesses throughout the
town, Circuit Judge Marc Long kept court
in session with a long docket that included
sending a West Virginia man with a long
criminal record to prison for seven years.

The judge handed down a 12-year pris-
on sentence, with seven in prison and five
suspended, to Harry Edward Lucas II for
driving a stolen car into Floyd County on
Aug. 16, 2017, and taking a van listed on
Craig’s List for a test drive that ended in
Texas seven months later.

Lucas came before Judge Long after a
pre-sentencing report was ordered follow-
ing conviction for grand larceny (Auto) on
March 18 of this year.

After Lucas testified that the time he has
spent in jail after his arrest was the “lon-
gest I have ever been on jail,” Common-
wealth’s Attorney Eric Branscom asked Lu-
cas in cross examination how many felony
convictions he has on his record.

“Oh, four or five,” Lucas replied.
Branscom then read off a list of 18 felony

convictions on a court record that began
in 2001.

The convictions laid a nationwide trail
of criminal activity that includes Virginia,
West Virginia, Ohio, Texas, Nevada and
California, Branscom said.

“He is a user, an abuser and a thief,” the
Floyd County prosecutor added.

Defense Attorney J. Brandon Ratliff ar-
gued that “all we have here is a property
crime where no one was hurt.”

Long disagreed.
“You are not an ordinary criminal,” he

told Lucas before sentencing. You show

West Virginia
man catches
12-year prison
sentence

State grantmoney to aidHabitat with homes in Floyd

NOTE-WORTHY

PHOTOS BY COLLEEN REDMAN/FOR THE FLOYD PRESS

Bluegrass fans began gathering Thursday evening even before the Floyd Country Store was scheduled to open its doors, waiting to see The
Stanley Brothers All-Star Band during the fifth annual Mountains of Music Homecoming.
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