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Abluegrass love story continues at Chantilly festival

Teacher of the Year

O
n Friday, May 24th, a special wedding will
show that Virginia really is for lovers and
will serve as a kickoff to Chantilly Farm’s

Bluegrass & BBQ Festival Memorial Day weekend.
Here are the highlights of an authentic “bluegrass
love story”.

In 2018, two long-time supporters of the festival,
Grace Butler and Jamie Hart, shared one of the most
special moments of their lives with festival fans when
Jamie surprised Grace with an onstage marriage pro-
posal during one of Junior Sisk’s festival sets.

Telling their story from “out on the porch”, impor-

tant details were shared about this wonderful match.
They met through Grace’s hairdresser (as many good
Southerners do, right?) The matchmaker stylist saw an
opportunity for love, based on the relationship status
and interests of both. “Bluegrass had to be something
that she liked or it wouldn’t work”, said Jamie. “Balsam
Range was her first bluegrass concert, then we saw
Lonesome River Band and Junior Sisk at the Chantilly
Farm Fest – she realized I was hanging around with
some pretty good people”.

Later that fall, Jamie entered and won a Halloween
costume contest dressed as a dog carrying a banjo in a
salute to veterans. The costume became such a talking

point that Hart decided to name the disguise, “Hillbilly
Hound”, and soon started attending events in costume.
The problem was, Jamie couldn’t see very well with the
costume on, so he enlisted the help of his new friend
Grace to lead him around during events, as his “see-
ing eye person”. This no doubt solidified the couple’s
friendship.

It wasn’t long before Hart decided that this was the
girl he wanted to marry, but he knew that he wanted the
proposal to be special. After discussing his ideas with

See LOVE STORY, Page A8

Floyd Press editor
retiring on June 1

Editor Wanda Combs will be retiring after an over
40-year career with The Floyd Press. She first came to
the newspaper between her college years in 1973, when
she was hired as a reporter by owner Bill Sumner. She
was named news editor in 1981 and in the years follow-
ing as editor and manager of the office.

Combs said her years at The Floyd Press have been
very rewarding, and she has enjoyed writing stories
about local people and events. Working in her home
community has been a blessing, she added, and she is
grateful for all of the support of loyal readers, her co-
workers and the newspaper’s owners through the years.
Her last day in the office will be May 31.

Cabin Fever 7

Floyd County’s Teacher of the Year awards, presented Monday, included county-wide honors for high school teacher Andrew
Sayers and other school winners. Pictured are: (from left) Scott Griffin and Suzanne Yearout of Skyline National Bank, sponsor
of the awards, Superintendent Dr. John Wheeler, Sayers, CES teacher Kathleen Recht, IVES teacher Lori Ruf, FES teacher Becky
Thompson, and WES teacher Amy Bussey. See story on A10. PHOTO BY WANDA COMBS

An event started as a memorial
to a dear friend has become
a way to help local causes

BY WANDA COMBS
Editor

Rob and Whitney Maddox said after friend Kevin Dod-
son passed away seven years ago, they wanted to do
something to remember him, and it wasn’t long before
they took it to the next level to raise money for worthy
causes.

Through their fundraisers, the couple, who has a pas-
sion for animals, has successfully sponsored four Saint
Francis Service Dogs teams. Now they are turning their
attention to the Floyd County Humane Society (FCHS)
to help raise money for the construction of a new
facility and kennels. They explained that the FCHS has
no kennels of its own and is currently renting limited
space. In order for the Humane Society to qualify for
government grants and financial assistance, they need
to own a kennel that will suit their needs. The couple
said the Humane Society continues to look for property
to locate a new facility and wants land in a central loca-
tion near town. The Maddoxes, who have a Golden Re-
triever of their own, are now fostering their second dog,
a Boxer, from the FCHS. They recently found a home for
the first foster, John Wayne, a red Pit Bull mix.

Whitney and Rob Maddox are concentrating fundraising ef-
forts on a facility for the Floyd County Humane Society.
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Cabin Fever 7, set for Saturday, May 25, is the couple’s
tenth musical benefit, sponsored by Cabin Fever Char-
ity Events and Altec Industries. The event will be held at
the couple’s property, located at 674 Coles Knob Road

See CABIN FEVER 7, Page A8

Enjoy theDay. Leave theVideo toUs.
Watch the Floyd County High School Graduation LIVE on
CCTV, Channel 20 or Citizens Telephone Coop Facebook.

Order your Class of 2019 graduation keepsake DVD today!

citizens.coop/graduation | 220WebbsMill Rd. N, Floyd, VA 24091 | 745.2111

*Excludes sales tax. $2.99 shipping & handlingmay apply if shipping is requested.
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Roads ‘are
falling apart’

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Special to the Press

Frustrated Floyd County Supervisors told Virginia De-
partment of Transportation engineer David Clarke they
are tired of not getting answers to repeated requests for
needed improvements to county roads that are “falling
apart” and “need attention.”

When Clarke told Courthouse Supervisor Jerry Boothe
that some of the answers to his questions are “out of my
hands,” Boothe said he needed to know who he should
be talking to because “they appear to be unconcerned
about danger to children” and other users of “unsafe
roads.”

“They don’t care about our county’s needs,” Boothe
told Clarke, referring to the VDOT bosses. “Citizens are
tired of damaging their vehicles” on broken “slurry”
coverings now used instead of asphalt on many county
roads. “I’m going to find out what is happening.”

“When you see an 82-year-old man wading into cold
water” to try and clear a drainage problem, there’s a
problem, Boothe added.

Boothe said he could not understand why the
Montgomery County side of the road to Pilot is newly
paved with “asphalt” while “slurry” is used on the Floyd
County side.

Clarke said the paving project in Montgomery County
was very expensive and argued that VDOT also uses
slurry on Interstate 81, but he did not say where the
slurry is used. Slurry is a mixture of fine particles of
manure, cement, tire rubber or coal suspended in wa-
ter. It is also referred to as “slurry seal.”

Little River Supervisor Linda Kuchenbuch said, “Su-

See ROADS, Page A4


